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W e are delighted to welcome Stevenson
Brothers as a new Corporate Member.
A conversation with an old school

woodwork pal, Stewart Linford, prompted their call
to us. Stewart Linford was one our Founder
Members back in 1993 and his continued support
epitomises the ethos of our Charity. It is a good
example of how our members can help to spread
the word and recruit “like-minded” companies
and individuals.

For twenty-five years, twin brothers,
Marc and Tony Stevenson have

produced hand-made rocking
horses, which have been
universally recognised as

works of art. Indeed,
you can see pictured
an example of their
fine work.

And on page 51
you can read more

about their commitment to ‘wood’ through their
superb craftsmanship and their ‘green policy’.

2006 – Looking back…
Our Field Weekend 2006 in the Scottish Borders

was declared a resounding success – the sheer
diversity and numbers of members who ‘rocked up’
only served to confirm this. This year we are
heading south to Melbury Estate, Dorset and
Stourhead Western, Wiltshire. A brief outline of our
programme is overleaf.

And 2007 – Looking forward…
Last autumn our Trustees decided that the

dedication and contribution that Dr. Peter Savill has
made to forestry should be recognised by a special
Award. He has been a leading light in forestry and
his work in inspiring and guiding students and
others is exemplary. Peter has also been a superb
Trustee for Woodland Heritage and in recognition of
his life-long commitment to learning; we decided to
create The Woodland Heritage Savill Award. This
year it is awarded to Susan Bell (page 5) for her

tremendous contribution to British forestry. We look
forward to presenting this to her during our Field
Weekend on 22nd and 23rd June.

Our small Charity has been talking about
“sustainable development” since it’s inception some
14 years ago. Now finally, the UK seems to be
waking up to the importance of
carbon emissions and the
environment in general. It is with
this in mind, that the statement
overleaf by our Patron His Royal
Highness The Prince of Wales is
indeed timely and so
encouraging. We are most
grateful for his continued support. 

Foundation Membership…
We have also decided that a new Membership

Category should be created – one which will build
a foundation, a secure platform that will underpin
the future growth of Woodland Heritage. This new
‘Foundation Membership’ will consist of a small
core of committed major corporates who are
prepared to ‘sign up’ for twenty years, with an
annual financial commitment that will enable us to
plan into the future and thereby undertake some
major projects. Our first Foundation Member is
about to “sign on the line” and we will tell you
about it as soon as the ink is dry. Other major
corporates interested in the environment will follow
their lead. Exciting times indeed !

I do hope that you enjoy reading our Journal this
year and that we have succeeded in providing
something for everyone, as we try to do. 

Thank you all for your continued support 
which enables us to carry on with and 
extend our work.                             ■

Lewis J. Scott
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Woodland Heritage: Still ‘Rocking On’…
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Trustees
Peter Goodwin (Chairman of Trustees and Co-Founder)

Tom Bowring Steele Haughton David Rice Dr Gabriel Hemery
Roger Venables Roger Richardson Dr Peter Savill Nick Goodwin

Lewis J. Scott – Director (voluntary) and Co-Founder

Our 2007 Field Weekend

THE SOUTH WEST OF ENGLAND
Friday 22nd & Saturday 23rd June

On the Friday we will be visiting the privately-owned Melbury Estate near Yeovil by
kind permission of the Honourable Charlotte Townshend DL. We will begin with a

tour of the historic Deer Park and see magnificent rare veteran trees and the management
of the deer herd. A tour of John Bunford’s specialised cabinet workshops will be followed
by a walk through the Estate’s fine woodlands, which are managed by Andy Poore and
the Woodland Heritage “SelectFor” trial plot will be inspected.

On the Saturday we will visit the Stourhead (Western) Estate by kind permission of the
Hoare family. For more than two centuries the family have managed the woodlands of
the Stourhead estate with the joint aims of producing quality timber and creating and
maintaining a beautiful landscape. The estate has always been at the forefront of forestry
thinking. However the landscape, as a backdrop to the famous gardens, dictated the style
of planting with a patchwork of small areas of different ages of species including Douglas
Fir, Oak, Ash, Beech, Sweet Chestnut and Sycamore. 

The estate operates a system of Continuous Cover Forestry under the management of
David Pengelly of Selectfor. The woods are certified under the Forest Stewardship Council
scheme. The estate is increasingly selling sawn timber direct to end users.

It has been decided to leave the Sunday free for members to enjoy the nearby National
Trust property at Stourhead, with its magnificent lake and colourful gardens.

To book, please contact Belinda at the Woodland Heritage office

Members as well as their Guests will be very welcome

01428 652159

Woodland Heritage does not, as a body, hold itself responsible for statements made or opinions expressed in this Journal; nor does the editorial necessarily
express the official opinion of Woodland Heritage.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means electronic or mechanical, including
photocopying, recording or any other information storage and retrieval system, without prior written permission from Woodland Heritage.

Woodland Heritage is a Registered Charity (No. 1041611) 
a non-profit making organisation (Company Limited by Guarantee)

Printed by Alphaprint (Colchester) Ltd. Printed on Managed Forest Paper.
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Timber Grower & Furniture Craftsman 
Peter Savill visits Bill Acworth at Little Hidden Farm, Hungerford

Bill Acworth is an extraordinarily talented
furniture designer and maker. When we visited
his farm in late February, he showed us two

chairs and a bed which he had made recently.

The first chair, made at Mike Abbott’s woodland
in Herefordshire, has cleft Ash legs and rungs that
have been shaped with a drawknife on a shaving
horse. The ladderback rungs are made of cleft
Oak, and show off the medullary rays to great
effect.

Most fascinating and attractive was the seat that was
made of the inner bark of Wych Elm. This had been
removed from the tree in
spring, when the sap was
rising. The bark was then cut
in to strips before weaving it
into a seat – an idea gleaned
from traditional North
American chair making
where Hickory bark is used
for similar purposes. 

The seat of the second
chair is made from a thick
piece of Elm from Anglesey,
and the other parts from his
own farm-grown Ash. Steam
bending was necessary in
making some parts for both
chairs.

For his daughter’s bedroom Bill was determined to
craft a “natural” bed to feature the timbers grown in
his own woodlands. This is the sensational result.

In 1993 Bill
converted an 11
acre arable field
to a silvo-arable
agroforestry
system. Single
lines of trees were
planted at an
average of 1.5
metres (5’) between trees in the rows and cropping
alleys 12 m (36’) wide were created to suit his
harvesting machinery. The tree lines run north/south
to minimise shading of the arable crops.

Five main tree species were included for long-
term timber production:Wild Cherry, Oak,
Sycamore, Ash and Black Walnut.These were
separated by 6 m (19’) intervals in the rows. First to
crop will be the Ash and Cherry.

As reported in our 2002 Journal – Issue No. 7, p26:

The structural parts
are made of Ash, with
attractive spokes of
Hazel.
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The Prize
Each year Woodland Heritage will recognise the

contribution of an individual who has significantly
benefitted British forestry by awarding a cash prize.
The prize will be awarded annually unless no worthy
candidates are nominated.

Criteria
The contribution made by the selected individual

to forestry must be in sympathy with the objectives
of Woodland Heritage, and in one of the following
areas of forestry:
• silviculture; • research;
• marketing; • wood processing;
• education.

Normally the prize will focus on a contribution to
one of the above areas with an emphasis on Britain,
broadleaves and lowland forestry, although not
exclusively so.

Candidates
• The prize is appropriate for any candidate meeting

the criteria, i.e. this is not a prize aimed at any one
group such as students (who are already catered for
quite well by Woodland Heritage).

• WH Trustees are not be eligible. 
The Awardee will accept the prize in his or 
her private capacity and agree to assist with
publicity, including contributing to (but not
necessarily authoring) an article for the WH
journal.

Method of selecting candidates
• Each WH Trustee will propose one or more

candidates at each December Trustees’ Meeting,
and the winner will be agreed by a vote.

The Peter Savill Award
for Significant Contribution to the British Forest Industry

Susan trained originally as a journalist but with environmental
issues coming to the fore in the early 1970s, she decided to
qualify as a town and country planner – with an emphasis on

rural policy. She worked for a number of years in private practice as a
planner and later as an environmental consultant. In 1980 she joined
the head office team of the Country Landowners Association (now the
Country Land & Business Association) as their Land Use Adviser
specialising in conservation, forestry, public access and the rural
economy. 

She was an early member of the growing band of women attracted
into forestry by the increasing emphasis on its social and environmental
benefits as well as timber. In 1991, she was appointed to lead the
development team for planning, and gaining support for, England’s
newest forest, the 200 square mile National Forest in the Midlands. 

Susan subsequently became the first Chief Executive of the
Government-backed company set up in 1995 to carry out the resulting
Forest Strategy – a post she retired from in 2006. Susan was awarded
the OBE for services to forestry in January 2000.

The National Forest is now well underway. Seven million trees have been planted transforming the
former coalfield, settlements and farmland into a multi-purpose Forest. The Forest is delivering wide
ranging landscape enhancement and nature conservation benefits as well as stimulating economic and
social regeneration of the area.

Susan is a great admirer of Woodland Heritage and its work and they share many ideals. In her time at
the Forest she constantly urged the need for quality timber growth through sound woodland planting and
management. In order to ensure good practice the National Forest Company advocates a realistic
commercial incentive and the development of a strong local market for woodland products. Woodland
Heritage and The National Forest could well share the mantra – “Grow Trees, Use Wood”.

The 2007 winner – Susan Bell
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Visit to Kyloe Wood in Northumberland
by the Continuous Cover Forestry Group

on Friday September 29th 2006 

Rik Pakenham

Kyloe Wood is situated on the Kyloe hills
approximately six miles south of Berwick-
upon-Tweed and two miles inland. It

overlooks the Holy Island of Lindisfarne to the east
and twelve miles inland to the south west are the
Cheviot Hills.

The wood came into the possession of C.J.Leyland
of Leyland Cypress fame in 1900. Leyland was a
retired sea captain who had travelled extensively
and wanted to make Kyloe a repository for a
collection of conifers. Part of the eastern area
known as Old Wood was already woodland; the
remaining area was established over the next 30
years, which quadrupled the original size.

The current owners purchased the wood in 1986.
The total area is 390 hectares, of which 326 are
conifer, 32 broadleaves and 32 unplanted. Altitudes
range from 91 to 200 metres. Average rainfall is
625 mm, which is supplemented by the ‘sea hags’,
sea mists that regularly hang over the woodland,
increasing the moisture and allowing many trees to
survive and grow to large sizes similar to their native
habitats, and an abundance of lichens usually
associated with wetter climatic zones.

Soils range from Boulder Clay, Fell Sandstone and
Quartz Dolerite to the Scremerston coal group. Some
of these soils overlie limestone. Old coal shafts are
found in the wood and lime kilns once flourished
nearby.

At one time over 146 species and varieties of
conifer grew in normal forest conditions. Some of
these have been lost to time and gales, plus
considerable replanting during the 1940s. Now 16
conifer species are well represented plus a further
80–90 still growing on the site.

The woodland has recently been designated as a
Red Squirrel Conservation Reserve, to try to preserve
this species. How long this will be sustainable with
Grey Squirrels within 12 miles of the woodland,
both to the north and south is debateable. 

Goshawks regularly breed in the wood, and Roe
Deer are resident and common, with occasional Red
and Fallow. Due to the range of soils, climatic
conditions and uneven age structure a diverse range
of flora and fauna are present. One third of the
estate is managed under continuous cover forestry
(CCF) principles, and although most clear fell areas

are small, many are larger than the 0.25 ha
maximum recognised under CCF guidelines. 

The management objectives are varied, taking into
account the history where this is the only site in
Europe in which many of the tree species are grown
in forest conditions rather than parks or arboreta.
Other considerations were landscape, areas of long
term retention, nature reserves and particular micro
climates such as rock faces and gullies. They can be
summed up as ‘retain the status quo with the
minimum of cost’.

The day was attended by over 30 people from all
three GB countries.

It was led by Peter Hale the agent, Ian Robinson
forest manager and Mark Yorke secretary to the
CCFG, with other specialists speaking at various
stops.

The first stop set the tone for the day with much
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debate, interaction and varied experiences from the
three different countries being shared. This
highlighted the huge variance between the countries
governed by different forest strategies, guidelines and
grant aid. 

The discussion centred on a stand of 1982 Sitka
Spruce on a reasonably steep north facing slope,
unbrashed, requiring its first intervention. As
expected, a wide range of proposals were put
forward, which of course was very interesting, but
only went to show that managing a forest by
committee is impossible. However the main points
covered were:

How, when, and was the stand suitable to start the
conversion to CCF ? 

Was the stand quality good enough to regenerate
from in the future ?

Should crown or low thinning be used ?
Was it already too late for the first intervention?
Was it better, if stability was not compromised, to

combine the first and second thinnings to make the
operation more cost effective by being able to harvest
larger dimension timber? Or was the first intervention,
which is critical to stand development and future
structure, too late at this stage ?

Was the labour resource available to carry out
‘faller select’ operations, and was it possible to do this
from a harvester in the low light conditions of dense
unthinned stands?

What sort of extraction was suited to these slopes?
If transformed to CCF management is it realistic to

expect that the larger more valuable timber eventually
produced will subsidise the early interventions?

Should grant aid for uneconomic thinning be
available, as in Wales but not the other two countries,
to assist these first interventions?

Generally first interventions do not vary
considerably between CCF and plantation forestry
systems, line thinning access racks and or light inter-
rack removal being the primary aim for both systems.
For this stand this should be implemented sooner
rather than later so that stability is not compromised,
then all the other considerations can be addressed.
Whether this operation would produce income,
break even or make a loss was not clear!

Deer control and damage by Hylobius arbietis
(Large Pine Weevil) were discussed at the next stop,
a clear fall and restock area on the east side of the
forest overlooking the sea and Lindisfarne.

Roe are controlled, Fallow and Red being seen only
occasionally. 42 are culled annually, split 50/50
between bucks and does and concentrating on
yearlings. 

If too many adults are removed this results in
greater numbers of pregnancies and multiple births. 

Fencing is not used or deemed necessary, however
lack of natural regeneration in some areas,
particularly of Douglas Fir, is likely to be due to
browsing, therefore a possible increase in numbers
removed should be considered. This decision would
be aided by erecting exclusion plots to assess
browse levels.

Control in CCF stands was sometimes made more
difficult due to the lack of open space and this would
need to be addressed as younger stands develop.

Hylobius can kill or cause serious damage and
reduced vigour to young trees, principally conifers,
by totally or partially ring barking them. However
this is rarely a problem in CCF stands, and increases
with the size of the felling coup. It is generally
accepted that this is because trees that are left
standing act as hosts for the adults, whereas in clear
cut sites the beetle breeds in the cut stumps and then
feeds on the newly planted trees. One way around
this is not to plant for the first year, which may be
acceptable on poor sites, but on the better base rich
soils rapid weed regrowth and colonisation may be a
worse problem.

Our next stop was in a magnificent stand of 1910
mixed conifers, including Corsican Pine, Douglas Fir,
Western Hemlock, Red Cedar and Sitka Spruce with
individual volumes of up to 5 m3. The owner was
reluctant to intervene, however the lack of
regeneration of the more light demanding species
such as Douglas Fir was due to the high basal area
[figures 1 and 2]. It was felt that up to 25% of the
larger trees should be removed to increase suitable

Figure 2
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light conditions, help scarify the ground to aid
regeneration and free the range of younger age
classes already established. Western Hemlock and
Red Cedar regenerated freely throughout most of the
forest and may need to be controlled to favour the
more valuable timber species.

The marketing of large dimension conifer logs was
discussed with local saw miller Andy Scott.

Most sawmill investment has been, and still is,
aimed at the high volumes of smaller diameter
plantation Spruce established over the last 50–60
years. Therefore the capacity to handle large logs is
limited and is more likely to be carried out by
hardwood mills which have experience of milling
both hardwood and softwood.

However there is always a good market for large
Douglas Fir. Andy quoted the following approximate
value comparisons: Douglas Fir was four times the
value of Corsican Pine and two to three times the
value of Sitka Spruce at these dimensions. Large
Hemlock, Red Cedar and other species, apart from
Spruce, would most likely be milled down to smaller
sizes anyway and therefore it was not necessary to
grow to these large volumes. Pine at these sizes
would be virtually unmarketable. 

Although CCF tended to produce larger individual
trees than plantation forestry, it was not necessary,
for timber production, to produce such large logs as
we were looking at.Therefore managing by target
diameter felling was one way to ensure a marketable
product for each individual species.

The other specie in demand, particularly in Scotland,
was European Larch but not Hybrid or Japanese which
was of inferior quality and it was suggested planted
only for amenity not timber production.

We walked to the next stop through spectacular
stands of mixed conifers, reminiscent of their native
habitats in North America [figures 3 and 4].

Here several small groups of up to 0.4 ha of mixed
conifers had been felled and replanted with Douglas
Fir. Western Hemlock regeneration in some areas was
sprayed out and other areas would be strictly
controlled.

We had a picnic lunch back at the old sawmill
where we had started the day. Here Phillip Wilson
of English Nature spoke about managing
biodiversity in CCF stands and the importance of
rides and open space.

In the afternoon we travelled to the stops by car
along the well roaded access routes.

We walked into a stand of Western Hemlock
[figure 5] approximately 50 years old with groups of
younger regenerated Hemlock, which would be
accepted within this compartment. Discussion
centred on a handout showing the reverse J-curve of
a transect taken through the stand identifying a range
of diameter at breast height (dbh) measurements
before and after the last intervention. The thinning

was heavier where groups of natural regeneration
existed, and the selected target diameter was
between 25-35 cm. After the thinning the reverse J-
curve was much closer to the ideal than before.

The value of this type of monitoring as well as
assessing the number of seedlings (<130 cm tall) and
saplings (>130cm) was debated. Research showed
that there is a tendency to underestimate the number
of seedlings and overestimate those of saplings.

Although this sort of information is a very valuable
management tool, the costs of recording and
collating it are high. Under the previous Woodland
Grant Scheme monies were available to assist with
this monitoring, but are not now available in England
under the new scheme.

Respacing the Hemlock regeneration to 2 metres
had taken place when the average height was 2-2.5
metres, but in hindsight it was felt this was too early
as much of the Hemlock re-coppiced, or continued
to grow because the plant was not cut off below the
first branch whorl. Later experience from adjoining
areas showed the optimum height would be 4-5
metres, or if left until 6 metres the extra costs 
may be defrayed by local markets taking some of 
the produce.

Next we passed a stand of 60 year old Scots Pine
growing on poorer soils with the ground flora
predominantly Bilberry and Heather. The lack of

Figure 3
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weed competition had allowed impressive quantities
of Sitka Spruce to regenerate naturally. The
discussion centred on what to do next ? The
consensus was that, subject to the soils being
suitable, to thin the Scots, and depending on stability
and light regimes, adopt a group selection system to
allow the stand to develop. This would release the
Sitka and eventually allow a change of species. Some
Pines would be retained for landscape and
biodiversity. In the light of earlier discussions on the
different monetary values of the species and the fact
that they were here for free only went to reinforce
the change of direction.

Larch planted in 1945, with very patchy 15-20 year
old Larch regeneration beneath, was our penultimate
stop. The area had previous windblow damage and
the limited regeneration had probably established on
the extraction routes. The stand was thinned 5 years
ago to try to encourage further regeneration. The
ground flora consists of dense bracken and grasses,
so pigs were introduced to scarify the area. This was
not successful due to too few animals, and
supplementary feeding being carried out close to the
fence, so any ground disturbance was limited to
these feeding areas. If tried again, thinning should

coincide with a good seed year, so that seedlings can
establish prior to being swamped by weed growth.
Pigs could be used again, but with an increase in
numbers and fed across the site, and/or use chemical
control on some of the more aggressive weed
species.

At our final stop Axel Wellpott a PhD student
explained his experiments on measuring wind speeds
and turbulence within two adjacent stand types. He
will then compare these measurements with ones
previously taken in a wind tunnel. Firstly a two
storey stand of 25 metre Larch with an understorey
of 10 metre Larch and Sitka Spruce, and secondly a
similar stand with no understorey. 

Two 30 metre masts were erected in each plot with
an array of instruments sited at different levels.
Preliminary results show that low wind speeds within
the stands are faster where there is no understorey,
but as the speed increases they become faster in the
stand with an understorey.

It is planned to publish the results in 2007 as a FC
Information Note.

Figure 4

Figure 5

Thanks to our hosts for a most enjoyable and
informative day and to the participants who shared
a wealth of knowledge from all parts of Britain.

Also thanks to Sharon Rodhouse for the use of
her notes and Doug Earle-Mitchell for his
photographs. ■

www.ccfg.co.uk
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Asked to summarise my six months with Mike
Abbott in Brookhouse Wood, I would say it
was a near-vertical learning curve that I nearly

fell off on a couple of occasions. But it was also a
hugely worthwhile period and one I believe has
propelled me from being an interested amateur green
woodworker to someone with a decent chance of
making a living from it.

From a comfortable but unfulfilling career as a
freelance journalist, last year I made the decision to
leap into something new. I’d had a long-standing
interest in woodwork generally and a love of English
woodlands, so green woodworking seemed an
obvious choice. Perhaps, then, when I signed up for
a chair-making course with Mike last summer it was
inevitable that I would become hooked – so much so
that when the opportunity of working as Mike’s
summer-long assistant arose this year, I didn’t think
twice about accepting.

For anyone unfamiliar with Mike, he’s a leading
green woodwork exponent and from May to
September runs chair-making courses in a woodland
workshop in Herefordshire. He’s recently moved from
his long-time stronghold in Clissett Wood near
Ledbury to Brookhouse Wood on a farm in the
beautiful Frome Valley.

The job I signed up for was to help Mike run these
courses – and at the same time, of course, drain him
of 30 years’ worth of hard earned woody lore and
learn something myself. The added bonus was that
thanks to a grant from Woodland Heritage, I had
financial sponsorship to get me through my months
at Brookhouse Wood. 

Things kicked off in early April when I went to the
wood to help out on one of the development weeks
which Mike holds to prepare the workshop and
camping facilities for the season ahead. It was quite
an introduction to woodland living ! A late cold snap
meant heavy frosts each night – fine when you’re
round the fire or hard at work, but less fun when
you’re shivering inside a thin tent. Nonetheless the
small team of volunteers I was with made good
progress, helping to finish off Mike’s newly built
workshop and weave a Willow and Hazel wall for the
wood’s impressive Oak-framed toilet.

Courses got underway in early May with a six-day
bark-seat chairmaking course. It was then that I
realised how out of my depth I was. Being but a
mortal, there were only so many people Mike could
help at once; understandably – though wrongly –
course participants therefore saw me as the other
fount of all knowledge to come to for assistance. I
gave it where I could, but it made me realise how
much I had to learn myself.

Part of this first course involved a day out in a
nearby wood harvesting bark from Wych Elm trees
for chair seating. Sadly, I missed this as Mike had
arranged for me to go up to Cumbria to attend a
three-day conference on the role of coppicing and
coppice crafts in the twenty-first century.

More positively, though, it was a fascinating
event. Speakers ranged from leading woodland
and rural historian Oliver Rackham to a variety
of policy makers and coppice workers. Much of
it was beyond my level of understanding, but the
message that came through was clear: even in
this hi-tech age of machines that can fell and
shred a tree in seconds, the craft of coppicing
remains enormously valuable. It provides
habitat, brings numerous health and supports
the rural economy at a time when other sectors
are in decline. 

This, of course, comes with the caveat that
coppicing enjoys only a relatively low profile in
this country and is not given the respect it
deserves. But it was heartening to see so much
interest and a new generation of would-be
craftspeople – including, I hope, myself – coming
through to give it a shot in the arm.

Brookhouse Wood 2006
Ben Willis
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Back in the wood, courses continued apace. May
was a washout, and the paths in the wood all turned
to ankle-deep mud. Confinement to the workshop,
though, gave me the opportunity to consolidate some
of my greenwood skills and by the end of the month
I’d made my first chair of the season, a four-slat
ladder-back in Ash with an Elm bark seat.

Completing this was a big boost to my confidence
and really helped with my assisting Mike on the
courses. And assisting, itself, I found to be a
virtuous circle; having to explain the various
processes and techniques of chairmaking several
times to several different people helped them stick
in my mind thus increasing my own level of
proficiency in the craft.

In June things started to hot up and the horseflies
reached biblical proportions. Barring a few minor
mishaps, though, the courses went smoothly – I
managed to complete my second chair. In fact, I took
it as a sign that I had begun to earn my spurs when
Mike offered me the opportunity of going off to
demonstrate pole-lathe turning and other greenwood
skills at a wood fair in Derbyshire in August. 

Preparation for this took place over the long, hot
spell in July when Mike was on holiday. It involved
making my own shave horse and lathe, both jobs I
very much enjoyed. When courses resumed again in
August, I pretty much had together all the kit needed
for the show later that month.

It would probably make for a more interesting read
if some major mishap had befallen me on my first
show, but I have to report that all went well. Poor
weather lead to a small turnout on the first day, but
by the second the crowds were flooding in and I
frequently found myself performing to an audience
agog at the site of a spinning piece of log being
magically transformed into a useful object.

Once the show was out of the way, I headed back
to Herefordshire for the final round of courses.
These culminated in late September with the
World Pole Lathe championships at the
Association of Professional Foresters show
near Stratford. 

It was a comical scene – a vast site packed full of
some of the most state-of-the-art forest machinery
on the market, gadgets that spent all day reducing
piles of treetrunks to sawdust. And then us: a bunch
of bodgers tucked away in a corner of a muddy
field trying desperately to compete with the
machines.

In spite of assurance from the show organisers that
we were an important part of the event, a living link
between two very different eras of forest-based industry,
there was nonetheless a sense of disappointment among
the pole-lathe turners who’d given up their weekends at
the position we’d been given. We made up for things
on the final day of the show, though, when we staged
the world pole lathe championships. 

The objective of this was to turn two identical
Windsor chair legs out of a single log in as short a
space of time as possible. Eleven of us lined up,
including two women, which was good to see in a
predominantly male-based domain. The starting bell
rang and off we went, each of us desperate for the
fame and fortune that doubtless would come with
the title.

In the end, and to no-one’s surprise, the winner
was Ben Orford, Mike’s former protégé and a veteran
log-to-leg racer. I came a lowly seventh. The real
victory of the day though was that the spectacle had
drawn a substantial crowd, and for a glorious half an
hour or so it was us, not the machines, who were the
focus of attention.

With my time at Brookhouse now over, I’ve got
to work out what to do with all the valuable
knowledge I have acquired this summer. With a
trip planned to West Africa this winter, I’ve got a
few months’ reprieve before I have to come to
any final decisions.

When I get back, though, I’ve no doubt I’ll be
hungry to put my skills to good use. There’s a lot
I still have to learn – I’m realistic about that. But
I’m sure that six months of intensive learning
with Mike Abbott have given me the best start I
could have hoped for.

■

www.living-wood.co.uk

My third chair of the summer – an Ash and Cherry
lath-back with hemp cord seat.
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Living Art
Danes Road

Staveley
Kendal

Cumbria LA8 9PL
Tel: 015398 21633

MAX COOPER
Maker & Designer of Fine Decorative Furniture

In Traditional & Contemporary Form
A Master Craftsman for 30 Years

Showroom open by appointment only

Moss Workshops Yarnfield Stone Staffordshire ST15 ONF Tel - +44(0)1785 760768
Commission Work Also Undertaken
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MULBERRY BURR
versus

“STAINED BURR MAPLE”
The debate continues!

As a result of our double page spread in the
2006 Journal, we received the following letter
from Christopher Claxton Stevens of Norman

Adams, the renowned London antique dealers:

Dear Peter
Thank you for your kindness in sending me a

copy of the WH2006 Journal – and hearty
congratulations on getting your Royal Patronage.
This is a great coup.

So the Mulberry debate is not yet dead and
buried? The points that surprise me are:

1.“The paucity of Maples with burr figuration”: I
cannot comment on the quality of Maple veneers,
but I do encounter all over London as I travel,
Maples, Sycamores and Plane Trees with wonderful
looking burr growths.There is one particular type
which tends to be a small tree, very prone to large
burrs, and I have wondered if this might be the
Field Maple ?

2.The abiding problem for me is a documentary
one. Maple veneer is recorded on a number of
occasions in the early 18th century period, as being
used but I am not aware of a single reference to
Mulberry, let alone burr Mulberry, on furniture.

Do let me know if any other useful comments are
forthcoming. It would be good to find some more
damaged antiques to analyse their timber.

With every good wish.
Christopher

Convinced that Field Maples (Acer campestre)
never grow to huge girths (like Plane Trees) Peter set
about acquiring burry Field Maple specimens during
the past year. These were sent to WH member
Richard Chapman – the talented wood turner – and
he has produced some magnificent vessels (below)
which are now about to go on display at none other
than Norman Adams (!) in their 2007 special
exhibition of modern craftsmen’s work.

The results have encouraged Peter because the burr
figuration does not appear to be anything like as bold
or grainy as the Burr Mulberry (below) which he has
repeatedly encountered on early 18th century antique
pieces made by Coxed & Woster.

But Christopher Claxton Stevens contends that these
are merely isolated instances and that we must obtain
more examples of Field Maple before he will be
convinced...

Final conundrum:
The Norway Maple does not appear to throw out

burr figuration – perhaps members can comment ?

A fine Mulberry burr – in Wells Cathedral gardens.

Mulberry burr Field Maple burr
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The achievements and contribution made to
British forestry by Woodland Heritage trustee
Peter Savill, were celebrated at a field day in

September, to mark Peter’s retirement from the
Oxford Forestry Institute, University of Oxford. 

Peter “retired” in September 2006 after a
professional career of 44 years – the first four of
which were spent in Africa, the next 14 in Northern
Ireland, and the last 26 at Oxford. With characteristic
Savillian modesty, Peter eschewed suggestions of any
retirement event beyond that organised by Oxford’s
Department of Plant Sciences for its staff and
students. Undeterred, a small group of Oxford-based
colleagues conspired, in collusion with Peter’s wife
Michelle, to organise a surprise event to allow a much
greater cast of colleagues and former students to
celebrate his professional achievements. Over 100
attended the event, christened ‘A celebration of
British forestry’. The breadth of Peter’s work and

influence was recognised by the wide array of guests
from the UK and overseas – spanning forestry
education, policy, research, silviculture and furniture
making – and a correspondingly broader discussion
about the achievements of and opportunities for
British forestry, rather than the usual debate about
poor markets, grey squirrels, and storm damage!

Peter Savill’s Career
Peter’s career began in 1962 with a four year stint

as Assistant Conservator of Forests in Sierra Leone,
undertaking research, management and inventories of
rainforest. In 1966, he took up the post of Forest
Officer in the Northern Ireland Forest Service, where
he served for 14 years, spanning forestry’s major
afforestation phase. He had responsibility for most
aspects of silvicultural research – primarily on Sitka
Spruce and Lodgepole Pine, conducting trials
involving nutrition, spacing, thinning, provenance,
weeding/herbicides, ground preparation and
problems of crop stability. This period established
the foundations of Peter’s work in temperate
silviculture, which diversified and blossomed in
the next phase of his career.

Peter took up the Lectureship in Silviculture at
Oxford University’s Forestry Institute (OFI) in 1980.
His responsibilities included teaching undergraduates
in various guises, initially in Agriculture and Forest
Sciences and subsequently in the Biology component
of the BA, and graduates in OFI’s flagship M.Sc.
course in Forestry and its Relation to Land Use,
which he also directed for a period in the 1980s. 

The University Lectureship allowed Peter to
broaden his research beyond temperate plantation
forests and he progressively developed a research
programme and the coterie of research students
addressing some of the many challenges and
opportunities in growing and managing British
broadleaved woodlands. The associated Fellowship at
Linacre College, where he eventually became
(amongst other roles) Senior Tutor, provided a base
to engage with a much wider range of Oxford
students, as well as the many forestry M.Sc. and
D.Phils who gravitated to Linacre under the Savill
mantle. During his university career, Peter
supervised an astonishing 25 D.Phil. students
and over 50 M.Sc. students, as well as teaching
hundreds more.

The research which Peter has led over the past few
decades on British semi-natural broadleaved

A celebration of British forestry 
– marking the retirement of Peter Savill

By Gabriel Hemery, Jo Clark and Peter Kanowski

Gabriel Hemery (left) introduces Peter Savill to 
the assembled group.
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woodlands has been of fundamental importance to
contemporary British forest policy and management,
and in generating knowledge of particular species –
notably Ash, Beech, Oak, and Walnut. Peter’s work
crossed the traditional silviculture/genetics divide; he
has been centrally involved in genetic improvement
of British hardwoods for the past 15 years, and
currently chairs the British & Irish Hardwoods
Improvement Programme (BIHIP). 

Peter has been – and remains – a prolific author,
writing four books, two book chapters, 11 single
author publications and 55 joint publications – and
still counting. There are many important works
amongst these, including Peter’s 1991 book ‘The
silviculture of trees used in British forestry’, which
continues to be a popular and important resource for
British students and foresters, and his 1986 joint work
with Julian Evans, ‘Plantation forestry in temperate
regions’, which remains an authoritative text. 

Peter’s work also extended internationally, both in
collaboration with European colleagues in silviculture
and genetic resources of temperate hardwoods, and
through the supervision of student projects as diverse
as Douglas Fir yield modelling in Portugal and the
ecology of Khaya anthotheca in Mozambique. His
experience as a consultant in various African
and Asian countries probably helped him to
address some of the institutional and practical
challenges he has faced – more recently in
undertaking seed collection of Walnut in
central Asia. 

Many others know Peter through his professional
roles, as a Fellow of the Institute of Chartered
Foresters, one of its Council members between 1982
and 1987, as convenor of the Institute’s Part 1
Examinations Board, 1991-94, and as co-editor of its
journal Forestry between 1995-2002. Peter also served
the Government in a variety of roles, including as a
member of the Forestry Commission’s Advisory
Committee on Forest Research from 1996.

A Celebration of British Forestry
The celebratory field day was hosted by The

Northmoor Trust, centred at their forestry
research site ‘Paradise Wood’, near Little
Wittenham in Oxfordshire. Paradise Wood
occupies a prime location about 10 miles from
Oxford, adjacent to the Thames and the historic
Wittenham Clumps, and has been the focus of much
collaborative broadleaved forestry research since 1993. 

Peter has been closely involved in almost all aspects
of this research. The field day programme took
participants on a pre-lunch ramble through the series
of trials established over the previous 13 years,
beginning with the UK’s first “Breeding Seedling
Orchard” of Ash, Fraxinus excelsior, one of four
across England. Peter explained the stand’s origins

and management, and how it was about to be
“rogued” (thinned on the basis of genetic quality), to
become the first source of quality-assured Ash seed
for Britain.

Gabriel Hemery, who managed Paradise Wood
between 1992 and 2005, used a Walnut (Juglans
regia) trial as the backdrop to recount the story of
Walnut research conducted by the Northmoor Trust.
Amongst its highlights were a memorable RFS-
supported seed-collecting expedition he made with
Peter to Kyrgyzstan in 1997, in (successful) search of
superior quality Walnut trees. 

Gabriel also described Peter’s subsequent research
with the Northmoor Trust in Walnut research,
including ground-breaking work on provenance
variation and silviculture, in both establishment and
mixed silvicultural techniques arising from a BIHIP
study tour of Italy. There was strong interest amongst
participants in the trial assessing the use of nurse tree
and shrub species in Walnut growing; these results
are about to be reported in another of Peter’s many
co-authored publications.

Participants’ odyssey through Paradise Wood’s suite
of contemporary British broadleaved research
continued with Jo Clark, the Northmoor Trust’s
Forestry Research Manager, explaining research on
Ash and Beech provenance selection. The
demonstrably poor performance of Romanian-
sourced Ash compared to more locally-adapted
sources from France and Yorkshire provided a

Jason Hubert (with family strapped in)
holds forth !

Peter Savill speaks about the Ash trial plot.
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salutary lesson for British forestry, which relied
on Eastern European sources of Ash and other
‘native’ species early in the farm woodland
afforestation period.

These issues led to discussion of implications of
climate change for British broadleaves, a topic which
Jo Clark is exploring in part in her doctoral research.

The field programme concluded with discussions led
by two of Peter’s other collaborators, the Northmoor
Trust’s Director of Land Operations Tom Curtis, and
Natural England’s Keith Kirby, on the role of trees
and woods in the landscape. These discussions and
the field tour were brought to a timely and
appropriate finale by a lunchtime thunderstorm, with
emphatic thunderclaps and a deluge sufficient to
remind Peter of his time in Sierra Leone!

A Good Send Off
Martin and Audrey Wood hosted lunch in their

hall at Little Wittenham Manor. A splendid extended
lunch offered participants – who had come from
throughout the British Isles and Europe, and from at
least three continents – the opportunity to catch up
with each other, and to share suitably embellished
memories of Peter’s exploits. 

These informal reminiscences were followed by a
suite of speeches from former colleagues and
students: Professor Peter Kanowski (Head of
Forestry, Australian National University), Dr Simon
Pryor (Environment & Conservation Advisor with
Forestry Commission England), Peter Goodwin
(Director of Titchmarsh & Goodwin, and Chairman of
Woodland Heritage), and Sir Martin Wood (Patron,
Northmoor Trust). 

Peter Goodwin presented Peter Savill with a huge
hand-turned wassail bowl, a traditional vessel for
serving wassail, a type of hot punch. Dr Nick Brown
(Lecturer in Plant Sciences, Oxford University)
proposed a concluding champagne toast and
presented Peter with a gift from all those present, a
(commissioned, and to be completed) landscape
painting of the Oxfordshire landscape around the
Wittenhams. 

Peter responded with his characteristic modesty and
understatement, reflecting on the satisfaction his work
with so many others – including, but not limited to,
those present – had given him, and explaining his
plans to continue working actively in forestry, both in
some aspects of the research we had been discussing
in the field, and – amongst other roles – as a trustee
for both the Northmoor Trust and Woodland Heritage. 

Peter concluded with a sentiment that many others
expressed privately – that events such as this, at
which so many forestry friends gathered, were all too
rare, and that – while he was glad to provide the
excuse for such a gathering on this occasion – “we
should do this more often”!

Our sincere thanks to Gabriel and Jo’s organising
co-conspirators, David Boshier and Nick Brown
(both Plant Sciences, Oxford University), Tom
Curtis (Northmoor Trust), and Michelle Taylor; and
to Sir Martin and Lady Audrey Wood, and the
Northmoor Trust, for hosting the celebration.

Peter proudly shows his WH massive Elm wassail bowl.

Oxford
Dear Peter, Lewis and other Trustees,

I was overwhelmed, delighted (and a bit
embarrassed) by the marvellous surprise
retirement day event arranged at Little Wittenham
last Saturday.You played your parts in keeping it
secret very effectively ! I found it very moving that
so many of you were prepared to give up a
Saturday and travel so far to be there.

The Elm Wassail bowl that you all so generously
contributed to and signed, and which Peter
presented with such humour on everyone’s behalf
will be a permanent, attractive and memorable
reminder to Michelle and me of the day.Thank
you all so much.

The fact that I have now retired from Oxford
University, does not mean that I am stepping
down from other interests as well – rather the
reverse. I now expect to have more time to
contribute as a Trustee of Woodland Heritage, and
look forward to doing this.

With good wishes and very many thanks.
Yours sincerely,

Peter Savill
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TRAWSCOED HALL,WELSHPOOL 
– a year on

by Trevor Trevor

Ithought you might be interested in some
feedback from an owner’s perspective following
your Field Visit in June 2005. Your comments

and suggestions were helpful and encouraging,
and could be broken down as follows:

• Cut down and kill all the laurels
• Create more open spaces to encourage

natural regeneration
• Kill as many grey squirrels as possible.

The first thing was to deal with the laurel areas,
which were widespread, and very old, with some
of the laurel stems being over six inches diameter.
These were cut at ground level and the stumps
sprayed with Glyphosate:Water in a 20% solution.
To give you an idea of the area we dealt with, we
used just over 50 gallons of Glyphosate! Some of
the laurels were so large and on such a steep
bank that they have been left to rot where they
fell. The smaller ones were stacked to give at least
some clear ground to allow us to get about and
deal with any new or regrowth of the laurel, and
to allow any acorns at least a chance of growing.
There appears to be some fresh growth (from
seed ?) of laurel, but this is very small and should
be easy to see and kill this winter. I have to say
that it was extremely hard work !

Felling Mature Oak
Having got bored with spending months cutting

down laurels with nothing financial to show for it, I
thought I would fell some Oak as a thinning and,

following my usual practice, looked for the worst
trees. I couldn’t find any suitable in the area your
members wanted me to thin, but found some further
up the wood, and marked nine. Oak trees
(especially 150 year old Oak trees) always seem
small until they are on the ground. Then you find
that they are larger than you thought, but also they
are not as straight. There were more gateposts than
intended, but I did cut a number of beams,
including a 17 feet by 16 inch beam out of one tree,
and I now have a fair amount of Oak drying in a
shed. No doubt it will come in useful some time.

Grey Squirrels
The squirrels had a reprieve for this year, but it

is only temporary. Having learned a little about
poisoning them I will now have to wait until next
year. I have to say that there does not seem to
have been so much damage this year as in the
past. The national policy of “containment” around
the red squirrel areas will inevitably fail, and there
will be a great deal of hand wringing. The only
answer is a massive effort to exterminate grey
squirrels, but regrettably many people will not face
up to this. They seem happy to suggest doing
away with non-native trees, but unwilling to
do the same to non-native animals.

All in all I found your visit here most helpful,
and it gave me a push to get on with something
which I had been putting off. ■

WH members gathering outside Trawscoed Hall in
June 2005.

Sally Goodwin presents Mr & Mrs Trevor with a
Woodland Heritage commemorative bowl at the

end of our visit to Trawscoed.

 WOODLAND 07  21/3/07  14:49  Page 17



Association of Pole Lathe Turners
AGM & Bodgers Ball 2006

Kingston Lacy, Dorset

It’s now over 15 years since a
handful of enthusiasts got
together and formed the

Association of Pole Lathe Turners
(APT) to rekindle an interest in the
traditional art of the pole lathe. In
the years since, the APT has grown
into an organisation of over 550
members from around Britain
and abroad (www.bodgers.org.uk).

For our annual get together in
May 2006 we went to Dorset to the
magnificent setting of the National
Trust’s Kingston Lacy property. As
the English weather is apt to do, it
was a bit of a case of “we came,
we bodged, we shivered” but a
good time was had by all. Whilst it
wasn’t exactly shorts, swim suits
and suntan lotion and there was bit
of a chill in the air, we APT-ers are
never downhearted and we were
entertained and educated with a
fine array of workshops on such
topics as hurdle making,
bowmaking, spoon carving, stick
back chairs, hay rake making and
broom squires. There were a good
number of lathes present this year
which was great to see and with
176 tickets sold it was one of the
best attended AGMs in several
years.

The Committee would like to
thank the Dorset group and in
particular local member and
coppice worker Dave Partridge for
all his and their hard work in
making it all happen. Countless
hours of organisation must have
gone into making it such a smooth
running event.

There were the usual
competition classes for chair
making, stools, treen and turnery
all proving that there is still a
wealth of craftsmanship and talent
alive and well. The Woodland
Heritage sponsored trophy for
Best in Show was won by our
chairman Jim Steele who has
been making chairs in the
Warwickshire town of Southam
for a number of years.

The 2007 AGM and Bodger’s Ball
will be held over the weekend of
the 12th and 13th May at the
National Trust’s Wallington Estate
near Morpeth in Northumberland.

There will be a wealth of
demonstrations, workshops,
competitions, displays of furniture
and turnery and a chance to chat to
a vast range of folk involved with
woodlands and greenwood crafts. ■

Wade Muggleton

Jim Steele with his chair and trophy.
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Why I became a Woodland Heritage Trustee
Gabriel Hemery

Woodland Heritage’s unique breadth of interest in science, innovation
and practise, and its ability to bridge the always mystifying divide

between growers and end-users, has always been inspiring to me. 
At the start of my career in the early 1990s, Woodland Heritage provided

professional personal support of incalculable value, as I worked in the
small and under-funded field of private sector forestry research. They
supported many of my early Walnut silviculture and genetic trials, and
enabled me to travel to centres of hardwood excellence in Italy and
the USA. 

I repaid this debt by publishing my work in their journal and in the
peer-reviewed press, so important for scientists, always ensuring the
generous support of WH was acknowledged. I also co-authored Woodland
Hertiage’s pruning leaflets. In my role as Secretary of the British & Irish
Hardwoods Improvement Programme (2001-04), I fully realised how crucial the financial support of
WH was in underpinning their important work.

When I was approached at the end of 2004 and asked if I would consider being a trustee, I was flattered
and honoured. Since my appointment as Trustee in 2005, I have been pleased to be able repay some of my
personal debt to Woodland Heritage, and to help support many of its innovative activities. Forestry is at an
important juncture in a political sense, and unparalleled new opportunities are emerging for the sector. I
hope to help steer WH along a dynamic path whilst keeping it true to its roots.Finally, Woodland Heritage
is also about people, and I cannot say how fortunate we are to embrace such a knowledgeable
membership from such a wide cross-section of interests. Woodland Heritage field days are ‘par excellence’.

Escalating energy bills?
Use your own woods and cut your carbon footprint.

• Woodfuel production and supply chain planning
• Guidance on energy business opportunities

• Grants and other incentives
• Project management

Contact Justin Mumford on 01536 408840

www.lockhart-garratt.co.uk

TREES • WOODLAND • FORESTRY

NHG Timber Ltd.
The Natural Source of World Hardwoods

Source Areas
• Africa • Europe 
• North America

• South and Central America 
• Far East including China

Products
• Hardwoods • Softwoods 

• Lumber • Flooring

• Mouldings • Plywood • Veneers 

• Edge Glued Panels

• Dowels • Doors 

• Semi-finished products

Certified Products Available

1981-2006
25 Years

Quality Timber and Service

NHG Timber Ltd.
4 Eagle House,
Cranleigh Close,
Sanderstead,

Surrey CR2 9LH
Tel:

+44 (0)20 8651 4030

Fax:
+44 (0)20 8651 0913

Email:
sales@nhgtimber.co.uk

Web:
www.nhgtimber.co.uk
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This year’s field day was spent in Yorkshire,
based in the wonderful Ampleforth Abbey, and
organised by Bede Howell and Graham Taylor.

Discussion and woodland visits focussed upon
natural regeneration and management of fine timber
trees, especially Ash.

The morning was spent on Sir Richard Storey’s
Settrington Estate with forest manager Graham
Taylor. The estate comprises about 218 hectares of
predominantly broadleaved woodland. A quarter of
this area was felled during World War II and rather
than embarking on a programme of reafforestation
with conifers, the estate focussed on growing quality
broadleaves, with the use of conifers as nurse crops.
This policy was illustrated at the group’s first stop, at
a well-formed stand of 60-year-old Ash and

Sycamore. Nursed by a crop of Larch and Scots Pine,
the stand exhibited good form and vigour. Whilst this
stand would undoubtedly have benefited from the
considerable workforce of the past, the keenness of
previous foresters to use local provenance seed has
obviously played its part in producing such healthy
stems. Indeed, Settrington Ash is well known by
BIHIP members for its quality, and Graham
Taylor is eager to maintain this reputation by
using local seed when planting today.

The group continued on to an adjacent
compartment, and looked at a stand of poorer
quality Sycamore and Ash which had been heavily
thinned during the Second World War. The estate
owner is not an advocate of clear felling, which
means that here Mr Taylor is prescribing small group
fellings in order to recruit natural regeneration. The
proximity of this stand to the first raised an
interesting discussion on the practicalities of seed
stand registration. On quality grounds, the first stand
is worthy of registration but its proximity to poorer
quality trees raises issues in terms of pollen travel.
An interesting debate ensued as to the distance of
pollen travel, the use of buffers, and even the use of
Norway Spruce as a sticky pollen trap ! The view of
Dr Sam Samuel, the Forestry Commission’s
reproductive material specialist, was that the stand
could be registered, but that an advisory note should

Graham Taylor (centre), Chairman of the Ash group,
explaining the management of a stand of Ash and
Sycamore at Settrington.

Participants at the field day at Settrington.

Field Day in Yorkshire – 21st September 2006
Ben Philipps – Secretary of the Oak Group
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be made to highlight the risk of pollen contamination
from poorer quality trees.

After a short walk, the group left the shelter of the
woodland for the more exposed Damslack plantation
– a three-year-old area of mixed woodland on the
Wolds. Once again, the benefits of local
provenance were brought home as we were
confronted with some well-formed, and in some
cases very vigorous Ash stems. They would be
notable anywhere, but at 750 feet altitude, in
650mm rainfall and with little protection from
exposure, they are particularly impressive.

Settrington estate runs a successful wild pheasant
shoot, which constantly impacts upon woodland
management. Whilst the inclusion of Yew and a
significant shrub component have been relatively
easy to accommodate at Damslack, Mr Taylor
emphasised that some other requirements of the
shoot are far harder to meet. For example, the
shooting and bird breeding seasons mean no
woodland work between November and February
and April and July. The potential loss of timber
revenues due to felling out of season is a loss the
estate has to bear. 

At the next stop we were shown a stand of 53 year
old Poplar, which is being felled by group selection.
With pulp as the only current market for the Poplar
and an abundance of Ash on the estate already,

Graham Taylor has prescribed a first for the estate -
interplanting the gaps with cricket bat Willow.
Despite some people’s concerns about fungal and
viral diseases a small trial area is deemed to be
worth the risk considering that potential returns can
be as much as £150 per stem standing. 

The last stop before lunch was a two-year-old
compartment of Walnut, planted with the
guidance of Gabriel Hemery, of the BIHIP
Walnut group. The stand comprises several
species selected to provide the Walnut with the
shelter it requires. A shrub highly recommended
by Dr Hemery is Elaeagnus umbellata which is a
fast-growing nitrogen-fixing species originating
from Eastern Asia. Thuja, Hazel and Field Maple
had also been included as nurses.

After a brief but refreshing lunch at the Arabian
Horse in Aberford, the group headed off to
Parlington Estate. Extending to some 522 acres, the
estate is currently owned by Prudential Investments.
Andrew Woods has been the forestry consultant
since 1987.

Recruitment of Ash natural regeneration is superb
across the estate, with swathes of dense, vigorous
seedlings occurring even in small canopy gaps.
Indeed, almost all managed Ash at Parlington
originates from natural regeneration – a stark contrastDr Michael Carey in an Ash stand at Settrington.

Andrew Woods explaining the management of Ash
natural regeneration at Parlington.
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to Settrington where almost all stock has to be
planted due to strong weed growth. 

The group’s first stop was a stand of 1940 Ash,
which has done so well that it was the ‘Best in Show’
at the Great Yorkshire Show, 2004. Though this stand
had attained a very high quality without pruning,
today the estate does benefit from two full time
forestry staff (one of whom, Shaun Taylor,
accompanied the group), which means that all
tending operations are carried out where needed. In
terms of harvesting, Andrew Woods currently
operates a single-tree selection policy which allows
him to meet financial targets as required. 

At the second stop, Mr Woods showed the group
some c.1986 Ash regeneration which had recently
been respaced. The group was keen to forward
advice on further thinning practices and a consensus
was reached that the stand should be thinned again
soon – something that pleased Shaun, who is keen
to take advantage of a healthy local firewood market.
Even at this stage the overriding feeling was that the
stand is likely to be worthy of Forestry Commission
registration before long. 

The last stop of the afternoon was a stand of 75
year old Sycamore. Although on first inspection
the trees looked very variable, further
exploration yielded two potential ‘Plus Trees’
for the BIHIP Sycamore group. 

Contribution by COFORD of €15,000
per year to BIHIP’s work
The Irish National Council for Forest Research and

Development (COFORD) has made a generous
contribution of €15,000 to support the work of BIHIP
for the current 2006/07 year, and they have kindly
promised a similar amount in 2007/08.

Climate change and forest management
BIHIP members have interests beyond the 

genetic improvement of broadleaved trees. One of
particular relevance is the likely effect of climate
change on trees. Four of our members (Jeff Burley,
Jason Hubert, John Fennessy and Jo Clark) met at
an IPGRI/IUFRO (International Plant Genetic
Resources Institute/International Union of Forest
Research Organisations) meeting on forest genetic
resources entitled “Climate change and forest
genetic diversity: implications for sustainable 
forest management in Europe” in Paris, during
March 2006.

Of these four, Jo Clark, Forestry Research Manager
at the Northmoor Trust, is currently investigating the
adaptation of Ash to climate change for a PhD, based
at Bangor University. Along the lines of the work
carried out by the Fraxigen project
(www.fraxigen.net see WH Journal 2006, p. 22), she
is establishing a series of reciprocal transplant
experiments on sites from Inverness-shire in the
north to Bordeaux in the south. If current climate
prediction models prove to be correct, it is unlikely
that our locally adapted native trees will remain as

Dr Sam Samuels (left), Norman Weiss, Bede Howell
and Andrew Woods discussing thinning in a young
Ash stand at Parlington.

Jason Hubert (BIHIP Secretary), Jeff Burley
(immediate past Chairman), John Fennessy
(Chairman of the Oak group) and Jo Clark (Secretary
of the Ash and Walnut groups) at a meeting in Paris
on climate change and forest genetic diversity.

 WOODLAND 07  21/3/07  13:41  Page 22



Woodland Heritage 2007 

23

productive with the projected 3-5°C rise in
temperature. A broader range of provenances may
need to be incorporated into future plantings to
ensure they are robust enough to cope with the
predicated changes in climate.

Cherry Group - Norman Weiss retires
and Rik Pakenham takes over
Norman Weiss (right), a former Trustee of

Woodland Heritage, was the founder Chairman of the
BIHIP Cherry Group, assisted by Karen Russell as
Secretary. 

After almost 14 years Norman has decided to retire.
During his tenure as Chairman, the Cherry Group
became the first, and so far the only BIHIP Group to
get any improved material onto the market (the
‘Wildstar’ collection of clones, developed by East
Malling Research). He will be much missed.

His successor is Rik Pakenham, a forestry
management consultant who is based in the
Chilterns, but operates in much of the South East of
England. Rik has been a member of the Group
almost since its inception and is well placed to take
over the leadership.

Policy paper on biodiversity and 
tree improvement
As a parting gift to BIHIP, Norman Weiss very

generously paid for a study by Oxford Forestry
Institute-based Dr David Boshier on scientific facts
behind the misconceptions and perceived negative
impacts on biodiversity of tree improvement
activities. It is hoped that this will act as a guide to
policy makers and ecologists, as well as those who
support the activities of BIHIP and WH. ■

www.bihip.com

Department of Plant Sciences, 
University of Oxford

Dear Woodland Heritage,
Thank you so much for your cheque for BIHIP.

As you know very well, continuing and generous
support of BIHIP is invaluable and absolutely vital
to our work. This year it will be used for a number
of projects, but particularly to support Gavin
Munro in his attempts to locate ‘Plus Trees’ of
Sycamore, Oak and Ash throughout Britain
and Ireland.

It is largely through Woodland Heritage’s initial
support that BIHIP got going at all. Your
contributions have acted as ‘pump primers’ for
others, especially the Forestry Commission who
now give us an annual grant. Though our annual
income is very small in comparison with the total
costs of the work done in the name of BIHIP,
Woodland Heritage has enabled us to do some
things that could not be funded in any other way.

As a point of accuracy, BIHIP has not received
charitable status. We have actually set up another
organisation, the British and Irish Hardwoods Trust
(BIHT), which is the charitable arm of BIHIP.  It is
BIHT that is the charity.

Regards and many thanks.
Peter Savill

The
Walnut

Tree
Company

The
Walnut

Tree
Company

The
Walnut

Tree
Company

WTC supply the very best quality trees to
growers, sourced from around the world, and

proven to perform. 
So often in Britain inferior Walnut trees are

sourced from unknown origins and without any
knowledge of their suitability for their planting

purpose. WTC has a wide range of selected
timber trees for forestry and fruit trees for

horticulturists and gardeners.

Order soon for Spring 2008 material, or
contact us for advice or stock for next

season’s planting.

More information: Tel: 01892 890376.
www.WalnutTrees.co.uk
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Continuous Cover Forestry Seminars 
Programme for 2007

The Tyfiant Coed project* will continue to organise a series of short courses on CCF management of conifer and
broadleaved forests. Each seminar will be held over two days and includes both lectures and outdoor sessions.
Participants will be invited to take part in practical exercises.The courses are free for all applicants working

within the Objective One area of Wales.Applicants from outside the Objective One area will be required to pay a
course fee of £75.Please note that numbers may be restricted, early booking is therefore advised.

Seminar 5  Mixed Broadleaved Forests
Date: 23rd/24th May
Location: Lower Wye valley, near Chepstow

Seminar 6  Coniferous Woodlands:
Transformation of Even-aged Plantations
Date: 19th/20th June
Location: Tywi Forest, near Llanwrtyd Wells

Seminar 7  Mixed Broadleaved Forests
Date: 2nd/3rd October
Location: Vale of Glamorgan, near Cowbridge

Seminar 8  Coniferous Woodlands:
Transformation of Even-aged Plantations
Date: 30th/31st October
Location: Clocaenog Forest, near Ruthin

For further information and to apply please contact:
Dr Jens Haufe, SENR, University of Wales, Bangor, Gwynedd LL57 2UW 

j.haufe@bangor.ac.uk  01248 388188

*Tyfiant Coed is an Objective One project which provides training and information on Continuous Cover Forestry (CCF) management in Wales.
Tyfiant Coed is co-funded by the Welsh European Funding Office and Forestry Commission Wales.

Woodland Heritage would be pleased to consider applications from suitable candidates wishing to attend any of the
above courses. Please contact the Woodland Heritage office 01428 652159 enquiries@woodlandheritage.org.uk

CHAIRS
2008

will be held
at

St FAGANS
NATIONAL HISTORY MUSEUM

CARDIFF
from

29th May - 1st June 2008

• TALKS • DISCUSSIONS • STUDY •

• EXHIBITIONS OF NEW AND OLD CHAIRS •

This Open Air Museum holds the Museum of Welsh Life
and is just off the M4 at J33.

For further information phone: 01285 642 476
email: chairsin2008@waitrose.com

Weald WoodNet 
training . education . information 

outreach . research & development

Helping people to understand and make best use of the diverse 
and extensive woodlands of South East England and the 
opportunities available for renewable timber production and use.

WoodNet is based at the award winning Woodland Enterprise 
Centre near Flimwell, East Sussex, and manages twenty hectares of 
demonstration woodland for research and education.

Find out more at:  www.woodnet.org.uk & subscribe to 
WoodLots, our free timber marketing newsletter

Tel: 01580 879552
Woodland Enterprise Centre, 
Hastings Road, Flimwell, 
Wadhurst, East Sussex
TN5 7PR
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APilot Research Stand has now been set up in a mixed conifer compartment at

Stourhead (Western) Estate by Julien Tomasini, the AFI technician, Phil Morgan and

myself. 

Phil in particular is now fully conversant with using the protocols in practice. This

compartment was selected after looking at a number of stands at Stourhead and although it is

rather large (at 24 ha) the mixture of species and good structure made it the ideal choice for the

first British “Dispositif”. We set up 12 permanent plots rather than the usual 10. The first set of

silvicultural results has been produced and the summary sheet translated (see bottom of page).

The remaining time with Julien was spent looking at broadleaved stands at
Rushmore and Melbury in order to give the AFI an idea of the rather different stand
structures with which we have to deal here, so that we could determine the criteria
for selection of stands in the British Network. It was felt that this was more worthwhile

than trying to squeeze in setting up another Research Stand without proper consideration of

site selection.

All the main protocols concerning data collection, both silvicultural and economic, sampling

arrangements and quality assessment have now been translated. There will be some small

adjustments for British conditions, for example complete enumerations before the research

stand sample plots are established, will not be required. 

Phil Morgan has attended the AFI AGM in France and completed the negotiations over using

the protocol in Britain. The AFI would like to be involved with site selection, whilst realising

that the criteria will be somewhat different from France. They are happy to allow SelectFor to

undertake, or train others in doing, the mensuration.

Overall we now have a proven protocol which can be applied in Great Britain.
I have started looking at funding opportunities for Stage Two: Forest Research are

considering whether they can help and there may a possibility of a joint approach to the

Scottish Forestry Trust with a British University. An extension into the Republic of Ireland is

also on the cards and this may have spin offs for the British Network.

We shall be able to explore the results of Stage One at the next WH Field Meeting at
Stourhead (Western) in June. We will also have the results of a second complete
enumeration of three sample stands at Stourhead comparing the first set of
measurements in 2000 which is being funded by Forest Research this winter.

We have achieved everything which we set out to achieve in Stage One and hope that you

agree that it has been very worthwhile.

Thank you Woodland Heritage for your generous support for this project.

Editor’s Note: For the full technical report please visit www.selectfor.com

or contact Woodland Heritage.

Continuous Cover – Broadleaves in the Lowlands
A Research Project funded by Woodland Heritage

By Andy Poore – SelectFor Ltd
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Winter Coppicing in West Sussex
Richard Ely

After my summer spent
with Mike Abbott in
Herefordshire last year, I

was very grateful to Woodland
Heritage for giving me some
funding to spend the winter
training with coppice worker,
Ben Law, in West Sussex.

I arrived in November and was
immediately surprised by the quiet
beauty of this area, situated
between London and the south
coast, with its extensive, well
stocked woodlands of Sweet Chestnut coppice.
Previously I had only seen Hazel coppice, 99% of
which had been neglected and become badly
overstood by standards and natural regeneration,
making it sparsely stocked as a result. 

Sweet Chestnut coppice (below), however, is 
more robust and capable of withstanding longer
periods without management. It is faster growing, has
a denser leaf cover and can also grow to a much
larger height and diameter than Hazel to become
good timber for milling. It will therefore not be so
easily overshadowed by unthinned standards and
natural regeneration of other species within the
coppice. It is a very durable timber too, lending itself
well to use outdoors in fencing, building,
weatherboarding and garden furniture. It smells very
similar to Oak when cut green, being full of tannins
which gives it its durability. The advantage of Sweet
Chestnut, however, is that it only has two to three
years of sapwood, thus making
its volume more ‘productive’
than Oak when milling and
making it suitable for use,
unprocessed, in the round. 

Ben’s woodland and
surrounding woodlands of
which he manages about
100 acres in total, was
planted about 150 years
ago in the Sussex Weald on
well drained greensand and
with the south east being
the warmest, driest part of
the country, these are
excellent conditions for
Sweet Chestnut.

The winter’s work consisted
mostly of practical coppice
management. We worked in

two main sites, one of which was a
well kept “cant” (area of coppice),
which had last been cut about 18
years ago. A well stocked cant
such as this yields a lot of long,
straight, knot free poles which after
18 years of growth had reached a
good size for such things as fence
posts, garden rose arches and
pergolas. 

The first lesson, however, and a
very important one, was how to
sharpen a billhook, a tool with

which I became very familiar during that time. It was
used on the thinner branched tops which were cut
off, chopped up and burned except when they
yielded straight whips which could be used in
making woven fence panels. The timber was then cut
into lengths and stacked in piles, awaiting selection
for orders as a raw material or for us to make
finished products to order.

The other main site we worked on was an area in a
neighbouring woodland, which had been unmanaged
since sometime before the 1987 storm. There are still
many reminders in the woodlands around the south
east of the ’87 hurricane. This cant had many wind
blown, half uprooted stools with leaning stems.
Added to this, it had also, until a few years
earlier, been victim to a mass invasion of
Rhododendron. With help, Ben had cut back the
vigorous tangle and taken to spraying the young
re-growth as the only viable option of controlling

an invasion of that scale.
Although it had been
successful, a neighbour’s
woodland had not been
controlled and so it was an
ongoing battle trying to
prevent the Rhododendron
spreading back in from the
boundary. This site was very
much a restoration project
compared to the other site of
pristine coppice. It was an
interesting contrast. The diameter
of the wood in this cant was
much larger, so it was more
suitable for cleaving into rails to
be used for the characteristic cleft
Chestnut post and rail fencing
seen commonly throughout the
south east. I was pleased to put
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some of the skills I had learned with Mike to good
use in splitting these 10ft lengths into quarters. Joined
by fellow coppice worker, Mitch Hurst, we put up
several long runs of this post and rail fencing on the
Blackdown Estate for the High Sheriff of Sussex. 

It was very satisfying and
important for me to see the
whole process through from
being directly involved in
managing the woodland,
felling the timber and
preparing the materials to
making a high quality
finished product and
something to be proud of ! It
led to a greater appreciation
of where the wood had come
from and the work involved
in producing it. It also gave
me a better understanding of
the wood as a material to
work with. All this added up
to my having confidence in
the wood and a genuine
desire to promote it, which
is a massive benefit to any
business.

Any wood not used from this cant was stacked up
awaiting further selection. Due to its growing
conditions over the last 19 years however, much of it
was knotty and too curved for much use. This would
be used for charcoal production, thus making full use
of the wood, leaving very little wasted.

The winter was long but dry, giving us good time
to finish cutting the designated areas before spring
had sprung and the sap started rising. I must say that
it was a relief when we finished the last patch and
burned the last pile of brash. I felt a bit of rest was
due and it was a fine way to mark the change in
seasons. Already many small red buds could be seen,
which would soon become fast growing shoots, often
up to 100 on each stool.

At this time the work changed to construction and
we were joined by Arran and Lucy and a few more

people who came to help build Ben’s new workshop
(below). Ben chose to build a traditional timber frame
pattern structure but used softwood in the round
instead of sawn timber. He used mostly Larch and
Red Cedar thinnings with the bark stripped off,
making a good example of how these easily
obtainable durable soft woods, which are often seen
to have little value, can be put to good use and
replace the need for expensive or imported Oak
beams. The walls were clad with a mixture of Oak
and Sweet Chestnut weatherboarding.

Having completed most of the building of Ben’s
workshop, it was time for me to leave “Prickly Nut
Wood” after an interesting winter and a good learning
experience. My summer was spent travelling the
country doing pole-lathe demonstrations at shows
and events. My first show was the popular and well-
organised South West Wood Fair, this year held at

Roadford Lake in Devon. I was
very pleased to win several
prizes in competitions including
1st prize in the ‘Fine Furniture
Category’. I also attended the
Weald Wood Fair in East Sussex,
the CLA Game Fair, this year
held in Romsey, the APF show
at Ragley Hall and the Dunster
Castle Wood Fair. The APF
show saw the ‘Log to Leg’ Race,
Pole-Lathe World Championships
2006 in which I came 4th
behind Ben Orford, Mike Abbott
and Dave Jackson. 

I am pleased to have been
offered more coppice cutting
work this winter near Battle in
East Sussex where I hope to
further my learning skills and
inspire some young minds by
becoming involved in working

with school groups.
Thanks for your support, Woodland Heritage,

in helping me to achieve some of my aims. I
hope to continue to move forwards. ■
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The Story Behind a Special Walnut Cabinet
On the landing at the top of the stairs in Michael and Sally Cookson’s beautiful Cheshire home,
one is greeted by a corner space about one and a half metres square.The owners decided a 

piece of furniture would emphasize this space as an important focal point.

One problem with this location is that
immediately above the corner is the loft
access from which a ladder drops down –

so any piece of furniture would have to be avoided
by the ladder.

Having tried unsuccessfully to place various pieces
of furniture in this corner (a chest, a bookcase and a
round table), they contacted Jeremy Hall at Peter Hall
& Son to see whether he could come up with any
suggestions.

Michael and Sally had previously commissioned
furniture from the company, as well as having had
some excellent restoration work done. Not least they
admired Jeremy’s designs and thoughts and had every
faith in him.

After some deliberation they jointly decided upon a
corner cupboard. Michael says that as he was
approaching his sixtieth birthday, “We decided that it
would be rather nice to have something a little bit
different and special.We thought it would quite a
good idea to reflect the wildlife at Bankside. Jeremy
then came up with the brilliant idea of making this
a Burr Walnut marquetry cabinet in order to
incorporate the various features.”

Also being fascinated by “secrets” in furniture why
not incorporate one of these in the cabinet?

All in all we had set Jeremy quite a task – however
he rose to the challenge and came back with a design
with not only one “secret” but three – these being a
revolving internal drum and hidden external drawers.
After much deliberation on what to include as

marquetry items we decided on a wild pond life
theme for the inside – this shows a pond with a
crested newt on a rock amidst bull rushes and a
dragonfly hovering above. The outside shows the wild
honeysuckle which twines itself around the piece as it
does in the hedgerows. Discretely hidden on the
outside are two small ladybirds and a butterfly.

It gave us great pleasure in following the creation
of this masterpiece and seeing the fine workmanship
that has gone into it. The finished cabinet far
exceeded our expectations and gives us great
pleasure whenever we look at it. No finer piece of
furniture could have graced this difficult corner. 

Peter Hall & Son richly deserve the Worshipful
Company of Furniture Makers Guild Mark
(No. 348) they received in 2004.

The Cabinet Design
The corner cabinet was requested as a piece to

celebrate a couple’s birthdays and retirement. Our
brief was quite open: 

“To make a piece of furniture to fit into a space in
a corner at the top of the client’s stairs,” which was
under access to roof space and a pull down ladder.

The client wanted us to use English hardwoods to
incorporate a secret compartment and to have a
contemporary feel. The rest was up to our
imagination. We decided a floor standing corner
cabinet seemed a good idea for the space.

The design has a curved frontage and door, features
a central vertical cylinder which, when revolved 180
degrees shows a different face. This is mounted on
two roller bearings and is made up of laminated MDF
sheets, which were turned to form the cylinder, then
veneered. MDF was chosen due to its stability, there
being no room for movement where the sides of the
cylinder met the static parts. The design also features
two discreet drawers between the legs under the top.
These also have a simple mechanism.

The inside of the cylinder was veneered with Ripple
Sycamore. The outside used Burr Walnut and featured
marquetry, which Jeremy preferred to have an organic
feel rather than geometric repeats. This was achieved
by meandering honeysuckle climbing up a leg and
passing through to the inside of the cabinet, the idea
coming from the plant growing in the client’s
hedgerow beside his drive. The stem of the
honeysuckle was inlaid into the solid leg. Two
ladybirds and a blue butterfly are hidden amongst it.
The natural theme continues on the inside, which
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takes its inspiration from a pond in the client’s garden.
This shows bulrushes, reeds, a newt and a damselfly.

This commission achieved two important things for
Peter Hall & Son.
1 It enabled us to discover new ideas and techniques,

which took us on to new ideas that have been
developed into subsequent pieces.

2 The gaining of the Guild Mark is something of
which we’re very proud. ■

About Peter Hall & Son
Peter Hall and Son Ltd was set up by Peter Hall in

1972. As a former aeronautical engineer, Peter had
the precision skills necessary for cabinet making.
Reading the book ‘Small is Beautiful’ by Schumacher
was a pivotal point in his life. It was concerned with
the ethos of Britain being a nation of small businesses
and opened his eyes to the possibility of following a
different lifestyle.

Around this time, his son Jeremy was also training
in furniture making and design at Leeds College of

Art. He then went on to work in the field in
Yorkshire for three years. Realising he wanted to
widen his experience he gained a place at West Dean
College to study furniture conservation.

The company prefers to buy trees locally. Where
possible, buying them in the round and quartering them
at local sawmills, then laying up to air dry in a draughty
drying shed for up to eight years, finishing the process
in the dehumidifying kiln. In this way the company has
been able to ensure the maintenance of quality and
consistency of timber by using wood from one tree.

In 1979 Jeremy joined his father’s well established
business to add a further dimension, the business
could now also offer furniture restoration. Jeremy
continued developing other aspects of the business
and took on apprentices to pass on the skills. The
first apprentices were John Griffiths – furniture
conservation, and Andrew Dowker – cabinetmaker.
An upholsterer also joined the team followed by
wood turners and interior designers. By 1985 Jeremy
had become a partner in the business and new
workshops, a showroom and office space were built.
Approximately 10 years ago Peter retired due to ill
health. Jeremy continued multi-tasking in the five
areas of the business: Interior Design, Cabinet
Making, Restoration and Conservation, Woodturning
and Upholstery

Gradually Jeremy’s role in the business has evolved
to that of designer and director. He now has a team
of 17 staff working with him. 

Apprenticeships
Jeremy believes wholeheartedly in apprenticeship

schemes. He feels it is very important that companies
like his continue to offer apprenticeships and that
young people are encouraged to take and value a more
practical career rather than automatically be guided to
follow the academic route to university/college. ■

www.peter-hall.co.uk

“Putting Something Back”

In keeping with WH’s core philosophy, the
Cooksons decided to plant Walnut trees on their

farm. Having successfully re-designed their
landscape and planted many hundreds of
hardwoods, they asked us to source high quality
Black Walnuts.

WH revisited their Suffolk tree nursery to produce
some exceptional plants which had been raised
from seed, taken from four massive Black Walnuts
which have been growing for more than 200 years
near Fakenham in Norfolk.

Last summer’s severe drought was a worrying
time for the Cooksons, but we are pleased to
report that the trees are now doing very well.

Editor
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Letters to the Editor ... 

Text Message received:
“Fantastic Journal”, “Bloody Brilliant” !

From
Andrew Falcon (Consultant Forester, Norfolk)

Dear Sir, Suffolk
AVIATION POLLUTION ON FLIGHTPATHS ?
More than one timber buyer has recently
commented on the poor health of English Oaks
which grow directly below the regular flightpaths
into and out of Heathrow, Gatwick, Stansted and
Luton. Maybe now is the time scientifically to
evaluate the discharge of fuel (either burned off or
being dumped in small quantities), to find out just
what this is doing to our trees ? 

When visiting estate woodlands in the Oxfordshire,
Berkshire, Surrey areas, close to regular flightpaths, I
have often thought that the health of Oak woodlands
is extremely poor – with “Oak dieback” unusually
evident. Again, in West Suffolk, Essex and
Hertfordshire areas one can see alarming defoliation
of our beloved “National Tree”. I am not aware of
this problem in and around our other busy airports,
so it will be for others to comment on them.

After many years of buying standing Oak trees, I
thought my ageing eyes were playing tricks on me
– until another friend in the trade commented
about this perceived phenomenon. Now I hear of
more evidence from others. 

Is it time to ask Forest Research to investigate
and publish their findings – before the airlines
issue their denials ?
Yours,
P Cylindrus (Mr.)

Tbilisi, Georgia
Dear Lewis,
I have already received the Woodland Heritage
journal.  I really liked the article, many thanks for
your warm words and wishes.

I have been very busy at the WWF Caucasus for
the last few weeks. At present, we are finalising a
project proposal to be submitted to the MAVA
Foundation. The latter will hopefully assist in
strengthening protected area management in the
Caucasus Ecoregion over the next five years. This
should help fulfil the requirements of the
Convention on Biological Diversity’s Programme or
Work on Protected Areas (in Armenia, Azerbaijan
and Georgia).

My job also includes several other forestry-related
activities. For instance, we have recently secured a
small grant from WWF International to mitigate the
problem of illegal logging in the Caucasus. I am
also a member of the national Core Group, which is
engaged in the preparation of forestry policy
concept for Georgia. There will be a workshop next
week where I will present the initial draft of the
concept document.

Unfortunately, we could not launch larger-scale
projects such as forest landscape restoration due to
the lack of funding. It is much harder to find a
donor for projects with a magnitude of a few
hundred thousand USD ! But there is plenty of time
and we certainly have strategies how to tackle this
issue. In general, however, I have noticed that
donors tend to fund more ‘office-like’ activities such
as the analysis of legislation, investigation of
problems, capacity-building, workshops, etc. Much
less priority is given to works ‘on the ground’.

You can probably notice that my work is more
focusing on forest conservation and protection rather
than on forestry in its true sense (continuous cover
forestry, planting, etc.). However, I hope that I will
be able to start some more tangible forestry projects
in the near future. The experience I am gaining day
by day will hopefully allow me to do that.

Please, give my very best regards to Mr. Goodwin and
other Woodland Heritage members, I miss them all !
llia Osepashvili
Senior Forest Officer, WWF Caucasus Programme Office
PS I feel that forestry in Georgia and in the Caucasus
in general has a great future, however, this will only
happen after all policy and institutional issues are
finally resolved. My very best wishes to all of you and I
will be in touch again.

Suffolk
Dear Mr Scott,
Thank you for the Woodland Heritage Membership
Certificate and for the tree guides and copy of your
2006 Journal. The materials are excellent and you
will be pleased, I’m sure, to find that I read them
from cover to cover and found them all most
interesting and informative.

I was particularly pleased to learn of your efforts
to promote the management of sustainable
woodlands of quality trees. I had feared that most
efforts, world-wide, were on planting fast-growing
timber for the building trade.
Yours sincerely,
Graham G. Goddard
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London
Dear Lewis,
The latest edition of the Journal is I think the best
yet. Woodland Heritage is obviously thriving and I
recall my years as a Trustee with great pleasure.

Thank you for the recent notice of the Field
Weekend. Unfortunately we are simply unable to
get away this year. It does seem a great programme
and I am sure it will be a successful event.

With my best wishes and kind regards,
Yours aye,
Norman Weiss

Carmarthenshire
Dear Lewis and Peter,
The journal is regularly praised, quite rightly so. It
goes from strength to strength. Andy Poore said
that one of its strengths was that it was different
from any other forestry publication as well as
having interesting and informative content. I echo
these sentiments.
Regards,
David Rice

Suffolk
Dear Lewis and Peter,
What an amazing issue! I am deeply impressed !
And congratulations on securing the patronage of
HRH. You are running from strength to strength
and undoubtedly making a difference to our
depressed industry.

I have been reading the encyclopaedic WH journal
this morning and am quite bowled over !  Just quite
extraordinary and a HUGE credit to you both.
Best wishes and congratulations.
Miles Barne

Dear Lewis,

Oxon

Re:The Field Weekend June 2006

The weekend’s programme is excellent and tempting,

but unfortunately I am unable to attend mainly for

reasons of logistics. I regret this in particular because;

1 I have been in the aesthetically lovely and ecologically

and economically exemplarily managed Bowhill forests

a few years ago with the Royal Scottish Forestry

Society. I had the pleasure to talk with the present

Duke over lunch about the forest and the fact that, half

a century earlier his father had lent a hand in the

processes which eventually (in 1954) led to my

appointment as Asst. Conservator of Forests in the

Sarawak Forest Department as a member of HMOS, on

which my later career was founded;

2 This is possibly the last chance to attend a Woodland

Heritage Field Weekend, as I shall be moving to my

second home in Malaysia next spring.

I wish you a successful and enjoyable field weekend

and deeply regret that I shall not be with you (unless it

rains cats and dogs).

With best regards, Yours sincerely,

Eberhard F. W. O. Bruenig

D.Sc.for. (Goett), Professor em, (1991). University of Hamburg.

Assoc Member, Oxf.For.Inst, Plant Sciences, Oxford University (-2004).

SuffolkDear Professor Bruenig,I have just been given the message that youwill be unable to join our party in Scotlandwhich is a real disappointment since we werelooking forward to meeting you again.Even more disappointing is to learn that youwill be leaving England to live in Malaysia.Whilst I am very happy for you, I can assureyou that Woodland Heritage and its memberswill miss your contribution very greatly.I recall your first visit to our Field Day atLongleat where I was immediately struck by your
vast knowledge of trees and forestry. You alwayshave so much to contribute to our meetings.I am sure our members will join with me inwishing you every success in the future and avery big “thank you” for all that you have donefor us.

Yours sincerely,
Peter Goodwin
Chairman & Co-Founder of Woodland Heritage

Edinburgh
Dear Belinda,
I do hope that you have all enjoyed your field days
in the Scottish Borders. For my part it was the most
memorable weekend of the new millennium. The
weather was excellent and it was good to see
woodlands from a “grass roots” viewpoint. Good
speakers at Bowhill, the Woodschool and the
Hirsel – and efficient organisation.

Regards to all members with whom I had
conversation and interesting exchange of views.
Yours sincerely,
Eric Wyllie
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CCFG Study Tour to Holland
by L Heinz Traut

Conservation and Forest Ecosystems (BSc) student at the University of Wales, Bangor

In June 2006 I attend a CCFG (Continuous Cover
Forestry Group) study tour to central Holland. Our
base was in Harderwijk, north of Apeldoorn, with

visits to the Royal Forest and State Forestry Service
managed land within the Veluwe National Park. The
tour also included an excursion to the Flevoland
polder forests. The aim of the tour was to gain an
insight into commercial and conservation
management of Dutch forests.

Introduction
Holland has 339,000 ha of forests – 10% of the total

land area. Forest species composition is 43%
broadleaved, 42% coniferous and 15% mixed. Private
ownership is 49% and public ownership 51%. 

The Veluwe National Park is the largest nature
and woodland area in the Netherlands (90,000 ha)
and it is of significant cultural and historical value.
65% of the land area is covered by forest and
woodland, 31% by heathlands and drift sands and 4%
by agricultural land. Forest ownership is divided
between the government (50%), nature conservation
organisations (15%) and private owners (35%). 

Altitude varies between 20 and 150 m above sea
level and the mean annual and summer temperatures
are 9ºC and 15ºC respectively. Average annual
precipitation is 800 mm, of which 350 mm falls
during the vegetation period. The geology consists of
pleistocene river sediments; these sediments were
pushed up during past glaciation events. 

After the last glaciation, Scots Pine (Pinus sylvestris)
and Birch (Betula spp.) forests established on the
poorer soils and Sessile Oak (Quercus petraea) and
Beech (Fagus sylvatica) established on the richer soils. 

From around 2800 BC to around the 18th century,
man’s impact on the landscape resulted in almost
complete deforestation. The outcome was a man
made heathland and drift-sand landscape, largely due
to continual overgrazing. It started with nomadic
people burning forest in order to obtain arable land,
resulting in a landscape of open forests, shrubs and
heathlands. 

In the early Middle Ages permanent farm settlements
were established. Fields were fertilised with sheep
droppings, mixed with cut sods from the heathlands
and forest litter. The high intensity use of the
heathlands resulted in the destruction of cover
vegetation, mostly in the higher and drier areas, and
the exposure of the sandy loam soil to wind erosion.
The windblown sand was caught in the damper, lower
lying areas and therefore caused an inversion of the
former cover sand. Some forested areas surviving as
forests around villages were protected – no grazing,
litter removal or illegal logging were permitted. 

Extensive inland dune sands were formed by the
late Middle Ages and by 1850 15,000 ha of the Veluwe
consisted of drift sands, posing a great thereat to
villages and arable land.The village of Kootwijk
disappeared several times under the drift sands. The
collapse of the sheep market at the end of the 19th
century was the motivation for large-scale afforestation
and in 1899 the state forestry department,
Staatsbosbeheer, was founded. Its purpose was to
reverse the degradation of the landscape and to stop
the drift sands by afforestation with Scots Pine.

Today the Veluwe attracts around 30 million visitors
a year and is one of the top three holiday
destinations in the country; contributing significantly

Heathland now converted to forest.

Another Woodland Heritage
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to the local economy (€1 billion p.a.). This poses
some challenges to the ecological balance of the area.
However, urbanisation, military land, roadworks,
growth in the recreational sector, pollution and water
run-off all add to the problem. Statutory policy has
been drafted to curb some of these issues. 

In 2000, key stakeholders launched the Veluwe
2010 initiative to facilitate the sustainable future
development of the area. Projects that have been
realized include: the construction of strategically
placed transferia – where visitors are offered parking,
bicycle hire facilities and information centres; the
restoration of 60 ha military ground, back to nature;
the restoration and relocation of a 12 ha industrial
park, in order to create a natural corridor for wildlife
between the Veluwe and the Rhine floodplains (€36m
project) and the construction of “ecoducts” across
motorways and railways, which open wildlife
corridors between geographical areas – plans are in
place to build more ecoducts (seven in total). The
Veluwe 2010 project is ongoing.

Royal Forests in Apeldoorn
Our host for the day was Jaap Cooper, head forester

for the 10,500 ha (100 m elevation) royal estate
within the Veluwe National Park.This was the first
forest in Holland to receive FSC certification.

The estate was originally established to serve as a
royal hunting lodge. The sandy heather fields were
mass-planted with Scots Pine (from North German
provenance). This native species (SP) was used due its
ability to grow in this harsh environment. It would, in
due course, create a more suitable microclimate below
its canopy for other tree species. Afforestation was
accomplished between 1855 and 1911. Today, Douglas
fir (Pseudotsuga menziesii), Japanese Larch (Larix
kaempferi), Sessile Oak (Quercus petraea), Pedunculate
Oak (Quercus robur), Beech (Fagus sylvatica), Rowan
(Sorbus aucuparia) and Birch (Betula spp.) have
established through reintroduction (sown and planed)
or natural colonisation. In areas where SP was not
planted birch, Oak and Beech have invaded. 

Current objectives for the estate are to manage its
woodlands for the purposes of hunting, timber
production, landscape value and nature
conservation.These objectives are sometimes
conflicting. A zoning system was implemented
whereby 15% of the land area was designated as
indigenous woodland with no harvest intervention,
75% indigenous woodland with intervention and 20%
mixed exotic woodland with intervention. 

Since 1985 a continuous cover forest system has
been adopted, except for the areas planted with
exotic species (Douglas fir). Hence, harvesting is done
by selective felling.

Four dead trees per ha are kept for ecological

reasons. Where clear felling is required, no more than
two ha is felled at a time 

The estate’s current policy is to put no more
investment into its forests, but only to intervene to
control the quality of future (frame) trees. 100 future
trees per hectare are selected, based on tree
stability, and poor quality trees are thinned out. 

Future trees are individually marked by the estate
foresters and harvested when a suitable net present
value (NPV) is achieved – normally between 35-40
cm DBH. The average estate yield class is estimated
to be YC7 and an average of 50 m3 ha is harvested
every 10 years. Exotics are thinned every five years.
It is estimated that only two thirds of the estate’s
increment is currently harvested. 

In general, the form of the trees seemed relatively
poor compared with UK standards. Timber is sold
for between €5-10/m3 standing and €30/m3 at
roadside for firewood. The estate sold 35,000 m3 of
timber during 2005. The estate also has a nursery
that supplies plants for export. The forest is open to
the public for recreational purposes and this allows
the estate to benefit from additional income through
grants, though the estate would still be profitable
without this income. Income is also generated from
the estate restaurant and hunting licence fees.

As there is no investment into the forests, there is
minimal intervention (e.g. no pruning), purely due
to economics. In the past, scarification was done to
encourage natural regeneration, but high costs
(€150/ha) did not make it viable to continue with this
practice. No additional planting is done. By
controlling deer numbers, natural regeneration is
more successful.Wild boars are not an issue as their
density is controlled by mast years.

The overall impression was that the estate enjoys
economies of scale, plus income from various minor
sources, and can therefore afford not to invest and
still be a profitable enterprise.

An ecoduct over a motorway (measuring 35 m wide
and 50 m in length) – built at a cost of €2.5m.

Garthwaite Travel Bursary
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State Forestry Service in the Veluwe
Our host for the day was Eric Klein Lebbink of the

state forestry department, Staatsbosbeheer. The
department owns around 10,000 ha of the Veluwe
forest. Our excursions included visits to Kootwijk
(the Dutch desert) and Speulderbos (the forest of
the dancing trees).

Kootwijk
The forest at Kootwijk (5,000 ha), a Bird Directive

area (SPA), is an example of inland dune afforestation
(SP of German provenance) started in 1899. The
original forest consisted of Oak, Birch and Pine. The
objectives of this area have evolved over time.

Between 1900 and 1930 the focus was on soil
protection and drift-sand control to protect villages
and agricultural land; until 1960 the aim was timber
production for the coal mines and today objectives
include timber production, conservation and
recreation. The target for deadwood is 10 to 15% and
10% of the area is maintained as open space to
encourage biodiversity. This includes 600 ha of the
Kootwijk forest being maintained as a drift-sand
ecosystem, due to its cultural importance,
characteristic pioneering flora and fauna species and
for recreational value. 

The drift-sand has to be actively maintained, as the
natural succession would be bare sand, bentgrasses,
mosses and lichens, heathland and then Pines. Since
the 1960s, nitrogen deposition has increased the
vegetation succession rate, hence management, such
as rotary cultivation, is required to retain a dune
ecosystem. Our first stop was at an observation tower
on the edge of the dune reserve. It was constructed
for educational reasons and offered a view across the
Pine forests and dune systems. 

The second stop for the day was Pine afforestation
sites (vak 37 & 38), also in the Kootwijk forest,

established between 1900 and 1950. Management
plans for these compartments are aimed at improving
stand structure – encouraging natural regeneration
and ultimately, uneven aged structure. Actions have
included removing exotics (Fir and Larch), small
clearcuts in the 80s and ringbarking and felling
clusters of trees in 2002. The success of these actions
is yet to be determined, and the future influence of
red and roe deer also needs to be considered. In
recent years cattle have also been permitted to graze
in some parts of the forest. The area is prone to
summer fires and the necessary infrastructure (fire
trucks, helicopters and aeroplanes) has been
established. It is evident in some areas of the Pine
forest that native trees, such as Oak, Black Cherry
(Prunus serotina), Rowan, Elder (Alnus spp.), Birch
and Juniper (Juniperus communis), have started to
establish due to the favourable microclimate created
by the dominant Pines.

The third stop was at a multifunctional forest at
Garderen Schaapskooi, originally a heathland
planted in the 1930s, and where first and second
generation forests are present. There are two types of
multifunctional forests and two nature-dominated
forests. The objectives are timber production,
recreation, conservation, landscape enhancement and
cultural values. Management practices include selective
felling (based on diameter), thinning to favour stand
structure and mixture, use of natural regeneration
instead of artificial regeneration, the retention of a
minimum percentage of deadwood, conservation of
older trees and wildlife management (based on habitat
features rather than hunting regimes). 

The first multifunctional forest includes Douglas fir
(planted 1935), Beech (planted 2002) and Larch
(Larix spp.) (planted 2002). This mixture was
favoured due to compatible growth rates, shade
tolerance and ability for natural regeneration.
Selective thinning is done with the aim of producing
50 to 70 frame trees per hectare. Oak is also present

Another Woodland Heritage

Forests at Kootwijk in the Veluwe.

The Kootwijk dune reserve.
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but management, up until the 1980s, did not favour it.
Recent natural regeneration includes Douglas fir,
Larch, Oak, SP and Birch. The long-term aim is to
encourage a Birch-Oak dominant mixed forest to
develop, though some small compartments were
clearfelled and planted with Beech.

The second multifunctional forest consists of SP,
Larch, Birch and Oak. The objective is to attain 80 to
100 frame trees per hectare. 

Trees to be thinned are marked by state foresters
and the aim for basal area, after thinning, is 20 m2 ha.
No pruning is done due to economics. Performing
forest inventories every 10 years monitors the
production quality. The selling price for timber is on
average €25/m3.

The forests are also open to the public and way-
marked paths for walkers, cyclists and equestrians
have been constructed. 

Speulderbos
The last excursion of the day was to the

Speulderbos forest. Unlike Kootwijk, forest cover
(Oak-Beech) in the Speulderbos has been maintained
for centuries and harbours some of the biggest trees
in Holland.

In 1855 the land belonged to a monastery, which
permitted farmers to graze their cattle. However, due
to overgrazing, litter collection and harvesting of the
best-formed trees, the forest became degraded. 

In 1875 the right to graze ceased and parts of the
forest was turned into coppice. The forest was then
used for hunting. In the early 1900s Douglas Fir and
Japanese Larch were planted within the Oak-Beech
forest. In 1918 the Speulderbos became a state forest
and the Staatsbosbeheer replaced large areas of
coppice with fast growing softwoods – Douglas fir,
Japanese Larch, Corsican Pine (Pinus nigra), common

fir (Abies alba) and grand fir (Abies grandis).
Current management plans have divided the

Speulderbos into four zones. The nature dominant
forests, in the central zone, have native trees such as
Beech, Oak, SP and Birch – they have an estimated
stocking of 400 m3 ha-1. All exotic species (e.g. Douglas
Fir and Larch) are systematically being removed and
where clearcuts are necessary, Oak (Quercus
petraea) and some Beech are planted – with fencing.

Occasionally Beech is ringbarked to favour Oak
trees. The nature forests have no timber production
function and are purely for recreation and
conservation use. There are a number of
multifunctional forest compartments, all with different
species mixtures, ages and management plans. Here
the objectives are recreation, conservation and timber
production. 

Some of the species present include Beech, Douglas
Fir, Larch, SP, Sitka Spruce (Picea sitchensis), Birch
and Red Oak (Quercus borealis). Both natural
regeneration and enrichment planting are used where
thinning or storm damage has taken place; planting is
normally combined with short-term fencing. Thinning
is performed every four to eight years, once trees
reach 40 years of age. 

Typically 50 m3 ha is removed when thinning every
eight years. Some pruning is done on the younger
Oak trees to encourage favourable form. Stocking
ranges between 260 and 280 m3 ha and the yield class
between 7 and 9 (m3 ha yr). 

The Flevoland Polders
On the last day we travelled north from the Veluwe

area to the Flevoland Polders where we visited three
forest compartments and the Oostvaardersplassen
nature reserve, all managed by the Staatsbosbeheer. 

The polder forests are unique as no afforestation
projects had ever been done on former ocean floors.
The first was in 1942 on the Noordoostpolder. 

Garthwaite Travel Bursary

A 150 to 200 year old Beech-Oak forest in the
Speulderbos – the crooked form of these trees is due to
centuries of negative selection.

Extraction of 47 year old Poplar.
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After the First World War the idea of reclaiming the
Zuyderzee was born. In 1932 the Afsluitdijk was
built, which turned the Zuyderzee into a 200,000 ha
freshwater lake. About 165,000 ha land have since
been reclaimed from the sea, which include four
polders, of which two are the North and South
Flevoland Polders. The aim of the project was to
make more land available for urbanisation, industry,
agriculture, forestry and recreation.

To create a polder, the area had to be enclosed
with dikes, the water pumped out, canals and sub-
surface drainage systems constructed, the soil
improved and the infrastructure engineered. 

The Rhine and Meuse had deposited sand and clay
over millenia, producing a relatively rich soil. The soil
improvement techniques included sowing reed by
aircraft onto the muddy flats, which at this stage was
4 m below the water on the other side of the dyke.
The reeds accelerated evapotranspiration and aerated
the soil. The reeds were subsequently burnt and
oilseed rape planted to improve the soil. 

The south-eastern part of the Flevoland polder is
dominated by extensive forests. For example, the
southern polder (44,000 ha) was allocated
10,000 ha for afforestation projects.The objectives of
these forests are timber production, recreation and
conservation.

The average ground water level in the forest varies
between 0–40 cm below the surface in winter and 
50-120 cm in summer. Typically, drains are 1.20 m
below the surface and spaced between 8-24 m apart
– spacing dependent on site-specific conditions – and
lead into adjacent canals.

Climatic conditions at Flevoland are similar to the
rest of the country. However, the wind velocity is
much higher due to sparse vegetation. This called for
large numbers of fast growing tree species, such as
the pioneering Poplar (Populus spp.) and Willow
(Salix spp.), to be planted (440 stems ha) in order to

provide shelter and to create the desired microclimate
for other tree species. These species also produced
revenue over a shorter period of time (e.g. 20 years).
63% of the planted area consisted of Poplar and 4%
Willow. The balance included Ash (Fraxinus
excelsior), Oak, Beech and Sycamore (Acer
pseudoplatanus) – planted at 5500 stems ha. Some
Tilia, Ulmus, Carpinus, Prunus, Picea and Pinus
species were also included, but to a lesser extent. 

The Poplar and Willow produced between 17-30 m3

ha yr. The Oak, Ash, Beech and Sycamore produced
an annual increment of 10 m3 ha. The Spruce and
Pine suffered under attack from Heterobasidion
annosum and Armilaria spp., which thrived due to
the high lime content of the soil. Some of the fast
growing species have also been lost to storm damage,
exacerbated by the soil and water conditions and tree
root structures.

First stop: A Poplar and Alder stand (mixed with
Birch (B. pubescens) and Sycamore) planted in 1958,
which was thinned (50%) in 1970 and again (50%) in
1975. It was noted that bird life developed quickly in
the fast growing Poplar stands. In 1985 Q. robur was
under-planted. The Poplar that has recently been
harvested (2006) was sold for €50-60 m3 as veneer
quality timber.

Second stop: Corsican Pine and Birch planted in
1958 at 1x1 m spacing. Thinning of Pine took place
in ’67, ’72 and ’73 at 50%, 20% and 15% intensity
respectively. The Pines suffered from Armilaria and
H. annosum attack. In general, the timber quality andDrainage canals between forest compartments on the

polders.

Map of Holland with markers pointing out the location
of the polders and the Veluwe (Printed with permission
from Staatsbosbeheer, Directie Oost).

Another Woodland Heritage
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form is poor and sales have been at €10 m3. Natural
regeneration has been good for Birch, Oak, Cherry,
Rowan, Ash and Sycamore. 

Third stop: A former Poplar plantation (planted
1970) under-planted with Oak and Ash in 1972,
Sycamore in 1977 and Lime in 1981. Most Poplars
have been harvested and the remaining species have
achieved a yield class of 11 on a fertile soil.

Conclusion
In the last decade Dutch forestry has seen a turn-

around in policy.Timber production is no longer the
main focus, but the benefits that forests/woodlands
bring to society and the habitat created for wildlife
have become more important. However, more timber
is being harvested compared to recent years, as
harvesting has been below the annual increment.
The important change is that there is now a policy
of following natural processes rather than large-scale
interventions, such as clear-cuts.This has also
brought savings in management costs. Natural and
integrated forest management is the goal; this
translates into the use of site-adapted species,
natural regeneration, small-scale (selection) logging
and management of dead trees.These measures are
aimed at enriching the structure of the forest, as well
as making it more resistant to storm damage.

Finally, it is with gratitude that I thank Woodland
Heritage and CCFG for sponsoring me and making
it possible for me to go on this study tour. The
knowledge I have gained on the tour has been
invaluable and will remain with me throughout my
career. I also trust that the attitude and ingenuity of
the Dutch foresters will inspire your readers, as they
have done for me. ■

The Brent geese that made the Oostvaardersplassen
wetland their home and indirectly altered the function
of the area from industry to conservation.

Garthwaite Travel Bursary

KANIA 
SQUIRREL TRAPS 

are available from
Killgerm Ltd.

www.killgerm.com

Tel: 01924 268400

Dear Members and Supporters,

A SUGGESTION? 
Several of our Members have decided that they
would like to donate the equivalent costs of
sending their annual Christmas cards to a
Charity.

Woodland Heritage acknowledges that many
worthy Charities depend heavily on card sales at
that time of year – even though they receive
only a fraction of their outlay in return.

However, just the postage alone saved by
our Members “cutting back” would benefit our
small Charity significantly.

We continue to receive many worthwhile
applications for project funding for our Trustees
to consider, some of which we have to turn
down because our funds simply will not stretch
that far. So any personal, or company donation
to Woodland Heritage in lieu of the cost of
Christmas cards, or postage would be well
spent with us.

Peter Goodwin Chairman of Trustees
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In our 2006 Journal we began this debate and featured a fine Black Walnut growing in
the Cambridge University Botanic Gardens. This year we feature two very similar trees

in equally historic locations.

The Oxford Botanic Gardens
Black Walnut

planted in 1850
Total height

27m (89 feet)

Height to first branch
8.1m (26 feet 6 inches)

Diameter at breast height
128m (39.6 inches quarter girth, 
or 158 inches circumference).

The Wells Cathedral Gardens
Black Walnut

Total height
22m (72 feet) Recorded in 1995

Height to first branch
Unrecorded

Diameter at breast height 
1.21m Recorded in 1995

Girth 3.8m (149.6 inches).

In the writer’s opinion, Black Walnuts growing in England appear to survive far
longer than the common Walnut (juglans regia). Alan Mitchell, the late renowned
tree expert, recorded outstanding Black Walnut specimens, many of which still

survive today. 
If readers can submit photographs and specifications of some of these wonderful old

trees, then we will be happy to publish them each year. 

American Black Walnut Trees in England

WHY CAN WE GROW BLACK WALNUTS 
BETTER THAN THE AMERICANS ?

We have been unable to find records of
the exact planting date of this tree –
some say it was 1905 – but since it is
almost identical in size as the Oxford
tree, then 1850 is surely more likely ?

364 records of Black Walnut are recorded on The Tree Register and champion trees are updated regularly on their website www.tree-register.org
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“Walnut growers are certainly sub-normal 
– but not necessarily dangerous”

Quote by Charles Leclerc de Hautecloque – Chairman of the French Walnut Growers

The Somerset Levels provide perfect soils and drainage for growing Walnut. Renowned fruit grower,
Edward Clifton-Brown (below), recently decided to plant up selected corners of his productive land
with hybrid Walnut with timber production in mind.

Taking advice from Gabriel Hemery, Karen Russell and
Alan Olley (all partners of The Walnut Company) about
site selection, spacing and management, he has designed
his own deer guards which also have vole protection and
mulch matting. 

Edward is delighted with progress of his Walnuts after
just one year.

The English Perspective

Charles has planted
thousands of Common,

Black and Hybrid
Walnuts in the

wonderful undulating
landscape of his château

near Lisieux in
Normandy.

He has done more than
anyone to spread the

knowledge and science of
growing trees and has

inspired a generation of
French Walnut

enthusiasts.

Several Woodland
Heritage members were
fortunate to visit Charles’
estate in 1995 – together
with the East Anglian
division of The Royal
Forestry Society. 
We owe a huge debt of
thanks to Charles for his
hospitality, kindness and
willingness to impart his
vast knowledge of Walnut
silviculture.

Peter Goodwin
Charles (right) seeks divine

inspiration!
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Field Day
Steele Haughton

and David Taylor

Peter Fordham
and Diane Blakeley

Some
of our

Trustees

Bede Howell
(left) and Henry
Birch at The
Hirsel

Gavin
Munro
(right)
and
Finlay
Mitchell

Gabriel
Hemery in
full flow
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Snapshots Andy
Wiseman,

head forester
at Bowhill

Eoin Cox at Scottish Woodschool

Admiring the view

Our
Chairman
at The
Hirsel

Bede
Howell - Past
President RFS
with Peter
Goodwin
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Based in the delightful town of Kelso, with
weather more akin to the Costa Brava than
the Scottish Borders, this varied, mixed and

unconventional party visited the mixture of
estates, timber growers, processors, designers
and marketers of woodcrafts that the
indefatigable Peter Goodwin, Woodland Heritage
Chairman, had arranged.

The Border Country looked at its lush and
blooming best as we zoomed the eighteen miles
from our hotel to Bowhill Estate, owned by the
Duke of Buccleuch, passing as we travelled, a
mere eight vehicles on the way.

Day 1 Bowhill Estate
John Betjeman looked forward to his first visit to

rural Scotland with the hope that he might see a
Factor standing in The Policies; we were even luckier
in having as our guides Andy Wiseman, head forester
to the Buccleuch Estates, and his operations manager
Jim Colchester. 

Bowhill is an impressive family home which takes
more than a little upkeep these days. Restoring one
chimney costs a small fortune and the assembled
members stood in the courtyard in the sun and
assessed the total liability by counting the chimneys
and multiplying out. 

We were soon on our way into the woodlands

which form the setting for the big house and
embellish it, hence, as any Latin Scholar will know,
their designation, in Scotland anyway, as The Policy
Woodlands. Larches from Athol, planted in 1760,
stand with a variety of impressive exotics – Douglas
Fir, European Silver Fir, Abies Grandis – all evidence
of the family’s long-term interest in trees and
commercial forestry.

The first ever commercial plantings of Sitka at
Newcastleton, were made by Buccleuch Estates.
Centuries of vision are well described in the Estate's
nicely produced woodland booklet. Some specimen
trees received the ultimate accolade of being girthed
by Bede Howell; you could almost hear them sighing
in satisfaction. At this point a quizzical cock blackbird
joined the party, listening with obvious interest to the
proceedings.

We walked on through mixed woods of mixed
ages, species and sizes. We saw some wonderful 
80-year-old Douglas and we identified 19 different
tree species in woods being converted to continuous
cover.

This had become a practical proposition because of
rigorous control of roe deer, a management
programme designed to prevent damage rather than
to control numbers, a significant switch of emphasis.
Having a stalker working for the forestry department
made this possible. Surveys confirmed the presence
of a wide range of regeneration, the foundations of

Woodland Heritage 2007

42

Members gather on the hill
overlooking Bowhill House.

OUR FIELD WEEKEND
Last year’s trip made it into Wales; this year over eighty members, guests and associated fellow

travellers made the first ever foray by WH into Scotland. David Taylor joined them …
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- SCOTTISH BORDERS
fine varied woods in future decades. If, of course,
grey squirrels can be kept at bay. In an area which
is at the front line of grey/red confrontation.
Miles Barne gave us an expert resumé of the
European Squirrel Initiative’s activities. In spite
of a recent resurgence of Bowhill’s reds, the
future looks fraught with danger in this part of
Scotland unless developing population control
science can soon come to the rescue.

We then walked around the Upper Lake, now so
well integrated into the setting of Bowhill House –
those policies again – as to appear natural. This had
its origins in the friendship between the then Duke of
Buccluech, the poet and writer on things Scottish Sir
Walter Scott, and the landscape architect and founder
of the Picturesque School, James Gilpin. But no follies
or ruins here if you don’t count three venerable
Beeches, large enough to defy Bede’s tape and
cranky enough to make a timber merchant, with
whom I was travelling, look up apprehensively, and
then move onto safer ground. 

Scottish Woodschool
After lunch, we moved on to Woodschool, near

Ancrum, where the remarkable Eion Cox gave us the
lowdown on his early strivings in small woods run by
“happy hippie” volunteers which led ultimately to
Woodschool, Buy Design, and was the seedcorn for
The Borders Forest Trust. All embrace the notion that
forestry is above all a community asset and should
nurture local skills of all kinds to add value to wood
of all kinds. 

Using local hardwoods for craft design, Eion
graphically described as “making honey out of
henshit”. More conventional use of local hardwoods
in the Woodschool workshops, through which had
passed several rotations of craftsmen learning their
trade, were displayed in the attractive Buy Design
showrooms, at the back of which is a magical
courtyard garden, over which swarms of swallows
and swifts wheeled and circled.

Day 2 The Hirsel

The next morning came the realisation that my car
had been standing for the past 36 hours in the shade
of a tree containing a heronry. Ignoring first instincts
to drive it into the Tweed and hitch-hike home, I
headed off to a convenient and unlikely Sunday
morning Kelso carwash. Thence lickety spit to the
Hirsel Estate, just down the road at Coldstream, in the
morning sunlight.

This is the home of the Douglas-Home family and is
a felicitous mixture of parklands and policies, let and
inhand farms, a golf course, an array of let houses and
cottages, and 700 acres of mixed amenity, commercial
and sporting woodlands. At a grassy car park by the
craft centre and museum, we were met by Estate
Factor Henry Birch and Estate Forestry Consultant
and manager Finlay Mitchell. 

We headed off into the policies (Betjeman would have
been delirious with excitment) and stood in the shade
of Oaks planted in 1814 enjoying a chorus of the
birdsong for which the estate is rightly famous. We
talked Oak, Elm, regeneration, shake and how to spot
it, prices and policies (forest policies that is) certification
and the Forestry Commission’s attitude to hardwood tree
breeding. Was the Estate right to be messing with young
Oaks, or should it perhaps leave them another couple
of hundred years then have another look ?

Nuthatches and tree-creepers went about their daily
business in the crowns above quite unconcerned,
even when Gavin Munro gave us a run-down of the
British and Irish Hardwood Improvement Programme
(BIHIP) a cause much supported by Woodland

The upper
lake at

Bowhill
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Heritage. Roger Venables stunned the party by
pointing out that there is no hardwood mill left in the
UK which can run exclusively on native hardwoods, a
situation that has led to the growth of local mobile
sawyers to provide a much needed service to growers.

The purest and most thoughtful minds, said the
poet John Ruskin, are those which love colour the
most. So the pure and thoughtful amongst us were
almost as delirious as the late Laureate would surely
have been to see the Rhododendron and Azalea
collection in Dundock Wood, a habitat created by
importing wagonloads of peat from the Lammermuirs
in the 1880s.

Gianni Versace himself could not have imagined a
more deafeningly colourful display. It was all a bit
too much for your correspondent, never renowned
for purity or thoughtfulness, who stomped off
muttering about Glasgow pavements on a Saturday
night. There is just no pleasing some people.

Back to the craft centre for lunch, where the
embattled ladies of the staff toiled to get us fed,
thence to look at the site of an ancient and arthritic
veteran wood on a long narrow strip both beside the
river and the Estate’s golf course, through which ran
a footpath beloved of the inhabitants of Coldstream.

It's hard to imagine a more demanding felling and
extraction location, but a local timber merchant
submitted the winning tender and triumphantly
completed the job to everyone’s satisfaction, and I
mean everyone on a list of consultees as long as your
arm; even that of our leader Peter Goodwin who
found the haulage down to Ipswich too burdensome
for his bid to be realistic.

Then we looked at riparian woodland planting,
very much the flavour of the month grantwise in
Scotland, then we said our thanks and then we left
the Hirsel after a very happy visit.

This concluded the main part of the trip, but
enthusiasts were to continue to see the remarkable
Tim Stead design workshop, and make an informal
visit to Cragside at leafy Rothbury, across the Border
in Northumberland.

The success of this trip speaks volumes for
Peter’s driving force and Gavin Munro’s local
network. Woodland Heritage continues to
champion those private growers of faith and
vision who believe in the importance of quality
timber production in the sure and certain
knowledge that it will always be in demand. 
It’s just a pity that we have to wait a whole year
until next year’s trip. ■
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Mature Oaks rise over
spectacular Rhododendrons.

The Hirsel gathering of 88 members.
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Day 2 - 
The Workshop of Tim Stead

by Colin Milburn

It was great to be able to attend Woodland
Heritage’s annual open day at the Bowhill Estate. I
really enjoyed meeting Eoin Cox on the Sunday

and visiting Woodschool. It was an inspiration to see
what they have achieved with hard work and
perseverance to establish Woodschool on a practical
scale and to learn about the strong working
relationships they have developed with people on the
more industrial side of forestry.

Later, Maggy Stead showed us round her house. It
was a tremendous experience to see some of Tim
Stead’s work. I first learnt of Tim when I read an
obituary in April 2000, the weekend before I started
my apprenticeship with Mike Abbott. Reading about
his life and work as a wood artist, of his approach of
letting the wood speak of its own nature and history,
and of blurring the lines between art, craft and
design, was a formative moment for me. Ever since,
Tim Stead has been a real role model.

I had a whole grand idea about it all. Yet to see his
work first hand – the beautiful wooden detailing of
the furniture and other things in their house, the care
in working with the wood, incorporating the natural
forms into what he was making, working with the
bends, curves and what others may perceive as
blemishes – made his approach so much more
immediate. It was a real shot in the arm, to learn
more about such an interesting man who used wood
in very original ways. 

As a craftsman, I gain confidence from his belief
that art and design are not separate. It confirmed
to me the importance of how you can make top
quality pieces out of gnarled pieces of wood or
irregular timber and use craft skills to create
sculptural forms with practical functions. It was
also good to see how Maggy and the students in
their workshop continue this work.

The Woodland Heritage weekend reinforced how
essential the contribution of people like Eoin, Tim
and Maggy, is to the future of wood alongside more
conventional approaches. 

www.timsteadfurniture.co.uk  tim.stead@virgin.net
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“With the Grain 
– an appreciation of Tim Stead”

Edited by Giles Sutherland
ISBN 1 84158 423 1

Foreword by HRH Prince of Wales

“I cannot begin to say how touched and delighted
I was to be asked by Maggy Stead to write a
foreword to this collection of essays and tributes
celebrating the life and work of her late husband
Tim Stead.

I met Tim when I visited Woodschool in Ancrum
in 1999. This is a remarkable organisation which he
helped to found and sustain. He himself was a
remarkable wood craftsman, a true and gifted artist
who created wonderful furniture and sculptures.
He had a unique understanding of the sustainable
management of woodlands and the use of
indigenous hardwoods and he did so much to
encourage local sourcing and to educate people
about wood and wood craftsmanship. Somehow, he
even found time to be a poet and I know that his
work has touched many people.

Tim’s most untimely death in 2000, at the early
age of 48, took from us a very special person.
He represented an approach to the enlightened
management and use of our natural resources that I,
for one, profoundly admire and it was a particular
tragedy that he left us when we needed him most.

I can think of no more fitting tribute to Tim than this
book which celebrates his life and work. It will be a
constant inspiration to remind us of his unique gifts
and how well he used them to add true value not only
to the wood he loved, but to the world in general.”

Colin stands amongst the Elm furniture.

Maggy Stead explains a tall sculpture to Richard
Chapman.
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Day 3
Cragside, Northumberland

by Bede Howell

Members arrived up steeply-graded roads
where gentle rain enhanced the magnificence
of the fabled Cragside, a site which embodies

the Victorian spirit of England’s North East – in
engineering, we can do anything.

William Armstrong’s name was known in
engineering circles world-wide. His famous Elswick
Works on the Tyne at Newcastle produced wonders
of sound engineering and was also known for
continuous experiment and innovation. After
Armstrong made a yet more powerful gun for sale to
the world’s navies he then set about producing
tougher waterline armour to resist the shells –
perfectly showing an entrepreneurship in the tradition
of the Lombard Bankers who would provide funds to
both sides in a conflict. However the battles turned
out, they were backing the winner !

Armstrong’s house at Cragside is the architectural
and landscape embodiment of his daring, but well-
organized spirit. The site is dramatic, steep and rocky
with a sinuous approach. At the speed of an
equipage this gave excellent opportunities to heighten
his guests’ imagination as the turrets and
machicolations of the house came into view.

Our mission lay with the grounds, into which the
National Trust has very skilfully concealed a series of
car and coach parks and as the rain eased to a smirr
we walked through the great archway into the
courtyard. Due to building works the house was
closed to visitors and we were privileged to have the
whole of head forester Ian Fletcher’s attention until
early afternoon. His introduction took us to the very
bones of the site and its geology, for the house is
seated above steep valleys where vistas, terraces and
walks are set among giant boulders – boulders
brought from the upper moorlands to their present
places by strong men, strong horses and Armstrong’s
steam machinery.

The tree collection shows Western American
conifers in the glory of their maturity and
immense height. The Trust’s careful management
with discreet thinning and pruning has
produced a soaring landscape, beautifully
setting off the slender and elegant iron bridge
which spans the chasm. Under the trees the
Rhododendrons and Azaleas bloomed and shed
their scent to give us great pleasure as Ian
Fletcher told us of the continuing work with a
very small staff to keep the collection healthy
and the encroaching Gaultheria procumbens in
reasonable check.

Civil engineering works on an Armstrong scale
continue. We saw skilled work on drainage repairs
where the drivers of diggers worked with delicate
care around the roots of towering trees – a credit to
the Trust’s management of people as well as its
property.

The hardy few who delayed their homeward
journeys were led by Ian Fletcher on the spectacular
Drive, between rocks, through woods, out to
countrywide views and everywhere through great
mounds of brilliant Rhododendrons. A cheerful lunch
was taken at Blackburn Lake, now drained, but still
sporting its unusual heather-thatched boathouse. As
we said our thanks and goodbyes we also realised
how wonderfully Woodland Heritage’s core staff
organise tours which are of technical interest, artistic
merit and thoroughly enjoyable.

■
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European Squirrel Initiative (ESI)
AT OUR FIELD WEEKEND

Anyone perusing 1960s issues of the Quarterly
Journal of Forestry will immediately be struck
by how little seems to have changed when it

comes to grey squirrels.  Our fathers were expressing
the same anger and despair we hear today.

The grey squirrel remains in the ascendancy despite
the puny attempts of man to stop him. The prospect
for woodland managed for timber seems as bleak as
ever and the red squirrel stares into oblivion.

But there is something new. Foresters are no
longer alone. After habitat loss, invasive alien
species are now recognised to be the next greatest
cause of local extinctions. Rabbits and cats from
Europe have damaged ecosystems in Australia;
Australian possums cause havoc in New Zealand
forests; South American coypu cause problems in the
waterways of Europe and alien rats have decimated
indigenous wildlife on remote oceanic islands.  

There is therefore increasing international interest in
protecting biodiversity from invasive aliens and
scientists in New Zealand, Australia and the United
States are working to find new methods to control or
eradicate these unwanted visitors who stay.

One such method is immuno-contraception
(IMC), a technology which uses antigens to stimulate
a desired response in the body’s immune system. In
this way, it is possible to prevent animals from
breeding. There is therefore a potential to control
or eradicate populations of pest mammals
without actually killing them.

Market research shows that over 60% of the
British public would support the eradication of grey
squirrels if the method was non-lethal. (Omnibus
Survey 2006)

Europe is host to some fifteen pest mammals –
many of which are rodents- including a number of
ground and arboreal squirrel species, rats, mice,
muskrats and coypu. If the technology could be
developed successfully for the grey squirrel, it
should be possible to adjust it for use on the coypu
or the rat.

This greatly strengthens the case for funding
research here. 

So we might yet see red squirrels back in our
woods and urban parks; and walk beneath
unmutilated Chiltern Beech; and listen again to
the deafening dawn chorus our parents knew
before the grey squirrel invaded this green and
pleasant land.

www.europeansquirrelinitiative.org

Miles Barne, Chairman of the European Squirrel Initiative, was invited to talk to our members and their
guests on the work of ESI.  

Standing in the glorious Bowhill woodlands, Miles gave us an excellent talk and explained how Woodland
Heritage support and funds, provided in the past, had been used by his charity.  

We heard how this important initiative has progressed and reached another milestone in its development.
It was therefore most reassuring that our assembled Members later requested that Woodland

Heritage Trustees should further support ESI in their valuable work towards solving the Grey
Squirrel problem.

Dear Woodland Heritage,
I write to thank you for the grant to help fund
the employment of a research assistant.  In
the event, we were presented with the
opportunity of retaining Professor Andy Peters
who is a very experienced immunologist.

Professor Peters joined ESI in August on a
part time basis. His first assignment was to
assess the prospects for the three principal
forms of immuno-contraception. He has
selected two: GnRH and sperm antigens. His
report will be available shortly.

He is presently designing a research
programme and identifying scientists who
would form an international consortium to bid
for European funding to develop and test these
technologies.

We are in contact with DG’s Research and
Environment who are the main sources of
funding under various programmes. The
predictive mapping exercise we commissioned
last year (the spread of grey squirrels from
Italy into the rest of Europe) has moved the
issue up the agenda in Brussels.

Thank you again. 
Yours sincerely,
Miles Barne (Chairman)
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Letters to the Editorabout our Field Weekend... 

Cambridge
Dear Peter and Lewis

A short and rather inadequate note to say thank
you for all the hard work that went into making
the Field Weekend a success. Only those of us
who have had to organise such an event, or have
had a peek behind the scenes, understand how
much time the ‘easy’ bits take and how often the
straightforward just isn’t.

I owe you a pint !
Kind regards,
Steele Haughton

Selkirk
Dear Mr Scott,
My wife and I thoroughly enjoyed participating in
your visit to the Borders. We were very impressed
by the numbers of people attending, by the
excellent organisation and by the quality of the
discussion particularly at the Hirsel.  

We were sorry not to meet you, but send our
best wishes for the continued success of Woodland
Heritage and hope you will visit Scotland again.
Yours sincerely,
Joe Barber

Your Grace,
I was really pleased to receive your letter of 21st
June and to know that you appreciated the
Sycamore wassail bowl.

I thought you would like to have the enclosed
photograph taken of our group assembled
overlooking Bowhill on that delightful sunny
Saturday morning. You will note that our
membership has a huge mix of ages and an
equally diverse mix of members. Andy Wiseman
will have no doubt reported on the very lively
discussions which took place with that sort of
blend !

In order to take the photograph I scrambled up
the very steep bank and asked our members to
line up and then exhorted them to smile,
whereupon one wag shouted “We will, but only
when you have fallen off your perch !”
Thank you once again.
Yours sincerely,
Peter Goodwin

Norfolk
Dear Peter and all Committee Members,
A note to thank you so much for a wonderful
weekend in Scotland.

As in the past, a time to remember for months
afterwards. When we say to friends that we are
going to walk round woods for two or three days
they say, “Oh dear, why ?” But I have to say that
we enjoyed it very much. Even Aase talks about
it as being a fantastic time, listening to all the
people with the huge knowledge they have and
the new things about woodlands that we learn
every time. We recently went to Sweden and
walked through woods there, and we found that
we could begin to “read” the woodland and what
had happened over the years. Thank you for that.

Also, it is so good to be involved with an
organisation that is so well run. Well done for that.

We look forward to next year, please let us
know where and when it will be so we can make
sure the time is free.

Again thank you to you all.
Yours sincerely,
Aase and Simon Simpson
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Roxburghshire
Dear Belinda,
Thank you for a wonderful weekend ! You must
take credit for the weather too, which helped to
make it all the more memorable.
Yours sincerely,
Andrew Polwarth

London
Dear Lewis and Peter,
I had to write to say how much Peg and I, and our
friends Joe and Jenny, enjoyed the visit to the
Scottish Borders.

The Borders has a magnificent countryside and
that coupled with the fantastic weather and the
really interesting programme made for a
memorable weekend.

The level of knowledge of all the subjects around
trees and timber displayed by the members of WH
is most impressive and one learns a lot by just
listening.

However it is clear to me that a very
considerable amount of the success of WH is
down to you two ! So many thanks for that and for
organising the weekend.
Best wishes.
Yours,
Harry Bitten

Norwich
Dear Belinda,
Very many thanks for all your organisation which
made for such a memorable visit to the Scottish
Borders, for Woodland Heritage.

Sorry we forgot to hand in our badges, which I
enclose, hopefully to be re-used next time !
Regards,
Julie Champeney 

University of Wales, Bangor
Dear Woodland Heritage,

Thank you very much. I had an excellent time
over the weekend, as did all of us from Bangor. It
was very interesting and great to meet so many
enthusiastic people. Hopefully I will get to go
along to the next one.
Thanks again.
Manus O Crualaoich (Forestry Student)

Dumfries
Dear Lewis and Peter,
Thank you very much for all the time and work
you put into organising the weekend visits and for
engendering such good spirits among the
members.

It was a great pleasure to meet you again and I
hope we can have many more such reunions. Alan
and Dr. Bill wish me to pass on their thanks and
appreciation for the welcome they received; they
thoroughly enjoyed their experience and are now
at least partial disciples to the cause.

Between you, you seem to have developed what
has become a type of extended family; lots of
good humoured banter, a little bit of mild
bickering, and a great deal of shared experiences
and knowledge. And this on top of the more
serious goals of Woodland Heritage.

Kindest regards,
Yours sincerely,
Sydney A. Draper

Kent
Dear Peter,
A hugely successful weekend again which was
thoroughly enjoyed by all.

We always look forward to our Woodland
Heritage Weekend and come home singing the
praises of the organisation.

We are contacting a friend who may be
interested in joining W.H. He has had an article in
the magazine. Perhaps you already know him?

Enclosed are a few photos which we thought
you might like.
Regards from,
Bill and Daphne Chandler

Lincolnshire
Dear Lewis and Peter,
A big thank you for all the hard work which
obviously went into arranging the Field Weekend.
The venues, the knowledge acquired, the friendly
atmosphere and the weather all combined to make
a very enjoyable occasion..

Thank you also for the excellence of the
magazine.
Kind regards.
Yours sincerely,
Alan and Patricia Johnson
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Presentations at our Field Days 

Peter Goodwin (with
flowers growing out of his
hat) gives Jim Colchester
his pruning saw

Sally Goodwin presents
Ian Fletcher with a Walnut
bowl at Cragside

Lewis Scott, Andy Wiseman
and Peter Goodwin at Bowhill

Lewis presents Colin Milburn
with his prize for having travelled
the furthest

Henry Birch with the
Wassail Bowl for Lord Home
at the Hirsel

Andrew Polwarth gets his
prize for having travelled the
shortest distance !

Maggy
Stead and
Peter Goodwin
at her
workshops

Eoin Cox admires his
wassail bowl at the
Woodschool
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Twin brothers, Marc and Tony Stevenson were
inspired by their Uncle who had served his
apprenticeship in the Chatham Naval Dockyard

in the 1940s. Whilst there, he started making toys
from off-cuts and soon built up a reputation for
making rocking horses.

In 1982, the two brothers established their own
business in an old shed on the family farm. Today
Stevenson Brothers are still based in Kent and over
the past 25 years have produced circa 6,500 rocking
horses, which are universally recognised as works of
art. They have reintroduced the traditional rocking
horse as a ‘today’ item and their large showroom is
full of interesting new and antique horses. There is
even a ‘Hospital’ for those treasured steeds, which are
in need of skilful and loving attention.

New horses are hand-made using only the best
materials and traditional craftsmanship. Each horse is
numbered and dated on a brass plate and can even
be fitted with a secret compartment ! Tulip wood and

Oak are used for their painted horses, but they also
use Maple, Cherry and Yew.

They have demonstrated their commitment to the
long-term value of ‘trees’ and are very proud of their
‘green policy: “Working with hardwoods around the
world brings with it an environmental responsibility
– Wherever possible hardwoods are bought from
suppliers supporting the code of conduct of the
International Tropical Timber Organisations.The
timbers used come from plantations with a sound
replanting policy and as a double guarantee that the
wood used in each rocking horse is being replaced, a
tree is sent to each customer to plant and care for. To
date some 6,500 saplings have be despatched. ”

More recently, Stevenson brothers have developed a
special relationship with Walnut in a ‘Limited Edition’
rocking horse.

Marc takes up the story: “A number of English
Walnut Trees were planted on Runnymede Island,
in the middle of the Thames, to celebrate the
momentous signing of the Magna Carta in 1215 by
King John.We were offered one of these ancient trees
in 2002 and once milled and dried this wonderful
wood has been made into ten special rocking horses.
The leatherwork was specially commissioned and
made by the Royal Horse Artillery and is removable
to allow the beautiful grain of the Walnut to be fully
appreciated.” ‘Rock on’

■
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Coloured horses are
the new favourite

Ashford Road, Bethersden Ashford, Kent. TN26 3AP

Tel 01233 820363

www.stevensonbros.com

Stevenson Brothers are 
“Putting something back”

The Magna Carta Horse
Latin: “Great Charter”
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Harlequin, The Fortune Teller, is reading
his own fortune in the Tarot, and has selected
four cards. He is looking anxiously at his
first card which is the Fool, a reflection of
himself, and the most
mysterious, enthralling and
disturbing card in the pack.

This figure is made of
Limewood, inlaid with 78
different types of wood,
representing the 78 cards of
the Tarot. The Walnut base
is painted on the four sides
with more cards from the
Marseilles Tarot, the most
traditional pack, full of
medieval iconography and
Christian symbolism.
Height 44 inches (112cm).
For full colour superb illustrations
see www.iannorbury.com

Woodland Heritage 2007

52

Book Review

‘The Art of Ian Norbury’
Foreword by Simon Channing-Williams

Ian Norbury was introduced to me when I was
looking for someone to do some carvings of birds
for a film I was producing. We had a thoroughly

enjoyable meeting, shared a glass or two of wine and
Ian lit a pipe. It’s been like that now for almost 20
years, the only deviation seems to be good food and
strong coffee !

Ian of course turned down my offer of work; he
was too busy…, an exhibition was planned…, he
needed to travel… The truth was simply that if he
had accepted he would have had to compromise, do
someone else’s bidding, be a hired hand, and that is
not what Ian Norbury is about.

Over the years I have commissioned two pieces
from Ian and am the lucky owner of a number more,
and I know that Ian has to be given the freedom to
explore in order to deliver a creation in an organic
way. He has a voracious appetite for ideas, he’s a
great listener, a formidable raconteur, but you can’t
buy him; feed him information and detail and the
result will inevitably excite and inspire.

Ian is of course technically brilliant, but ‘technical’
in terms of art and creation can sometimes be boring,
and that he is not. He is an artist of our time; drawing
on the past, but creating and delivering work both for
and of the present, as well as the future, in a totally
uncompromising way. He is able to combine the eye
of a cartoonist with the mind of a sharp political
commentator.

Like all great artists, Ian invites us to look beyond
what we actually see, urging us to open our eyes.To
really look, perhaps even to glimpse beyond his own
horizons.

Unsurprisingly, Ian Norbury is a complex man –
idiosyncratic, charismatic, iconoclastic – a great
debunker of pomp, and wonderfully politically
incorrect. He is a powerful presence and at times
perhaps satanic. He is also a passionate and caring
man, a man of passion. He has the delicate and
sensual hands of a trusted lover who encourages us
to expose his subjects further. His eye is truthful, he
sees the beauty but he also sees the pain and doubt;
that same unerring eye also reminds us of our
responsibilities to this earth and of our own mortality.

It is no wonder to me that Ian Norbury should
work with wood, a raw material that is so tactile,
warm and sensual. It can also be hard and
unforgiving, but with Ian this is a true union of
man and material, the one complementing the other
to the greatest possible effect.

This book reflects that unity, that unique brilliance.

The Art of Ian Norbury: Sculptures in Wood
Author: Ian Norbury
Publisher: Fox Chapel Publishing
Publication Date: 28 Sept 2004
ISBN 1565232224 – ISBN –13 9781565232228
160 pages ■
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The Wild Service Tree (Sorbus torminalis)

KEEP YOUR EYES OPEN !
Swiss Pear is the trade name used on the continent

for this species. The majority of mature trees
today come from France, but it also occurs in
Germany, Switzerland and Austria.

Due to the strong demand early in the 1990s and
because of the low occurrence of this species, prices

for logs have exploded
so that Swiss Pear is
now one of the most
expensive species in the
world. It is used for
bedroom furniture,
panelling and office
furniture.

It is often treated with
little respect in Britain
because we do not
seem to realise how
valuable the species can
become when it reaches
the kind of girth and
length as shown in the
photograph.

This particular tree was only allowed to be felled
from a Suffolk woodland because a storm had
snapped the top and it had damaged nearby
young Oaks. The size of the butt length was 91/2 ft x
21 ins = 29.09 cu ft. When offered to a renowned
continental veneer cutter, much interest was
expressed, but
because it was a
single tree, the
veneer merchant
could not justify
the transportation
costs. 

It was therefore
cut into 1 inch
and 2 inch
planking (right)
and sold to North
Heigham Sawmills
in Norwich –
where it was
much appreciated.

■

Cabinet-makers and Specialist Joiners Tel: +44 (0) 1485 528 822 Email: info@bill-cleyndert.com
Fax: +44 (0) 1485 528 850 Web: www.bill-cleyndert.com
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Get your potential seed stands registered
John Fennessy (COFORD,Tree Improvement Programme Manager),

Jason Hubert (Forest Research, Improvement of Broadleaves),
Sam Samuel (Forest Research, Genetics), Peter Savill (Chairman of BIHIP)

There are three ways of improving the genetic
quality and productivity of your broadleaved
forest:

• by using seed from the most appropriate
provenances

• by collecting seed from registered selected superior
stands

• by breeding improved trees from individually
selected ‘elite’ or ‘plus’ trees
This short paper is concerned mainly with the

second of these three options. The first is normally
observed anyway with broadleaved trees, since only
native and reasonably local provenances are used that
should be well adapted to the local conditions.
Considerable progress has also been made with the
third (tree breeding) in recent years, but quantities
of seed currently available are still very small
because breeding programmes are at such an early
stage of development. As genetically superior seed
becomes available from seed orchards, the need for
seed stands will decline and may eventually vanish.

Gains achieved by using seed from
selected stands
Selected seed stands need to contain trees with

superior and desirable visible characteristics. Before
they can be used for seed collection, the forestry
authorities responsible for the Forest Reproductive
Material Regulations will inspect the stand to confirm
its acceptability for inclusion into the National
Register. All seed collectors must also be certified by
the forestry authority. (See Stop Press)

The progeny derived from an excellent stand of

trees will generally out-perform unselected stock. This
has been clearly demonstrated for Oak in field trials.
The advantages of raising plants from seed collected
from selected stands are that it is cheap and can be
applied immediately while more intensive methods of
breeding usually require a much longer time and are
carried out in parallel.

The gains achieved by using seed from such stands
are not particularly well documented because they are
rarely progeny-tested. For any individual character,
they are probably in the region of 2 to 5% compared
with unselected seed from a suitable provenance.

Though these improvements may appear modest
individually, improving several characteristics
simultaneously in the same generation can have much
larger additive economic effects so they can result in
significant returns as a consequence of increases in
recoverable timber per tree. This can be particularly
important for broadleaved trees where a small
increase in overall quality of the stand can result in
a very large increase in value.

There are also advantages to the owners of selected
seed stands. In 2006, for example, unselected Ash
seed was selling for about £12/kg, while £35/kg was
paid for seed from selected stands; for Birch the
prices were £85-90/kg for unselected, and £130-
£150/kg for selected seed.

Management of seed stands
Seed stands are usually managed to produce large

quantities of healthy seed by, for example, thinning
to favour the best potential parents, and removing
nearby sources of genetically inferior pollen. This
procedure leaves only the good trees to interbreed.
Seed stands are registered by the forestry authority.
The seed from them generally has the following
characteristics:
• it produces plants with better genetic qualities than

seed from unselected stands in terms of
adaptability, vigour, stem and crown characteristics
and pest resistance

• the geographical locations of the parent trees are
known, and information is available to the grower
about the soil and climate of the parent stand

• selected seed provides a reliable source of well-
adapted plants at a modest cost
Though the cost of seed from selected stands may

be several times that of unclassified seed, it is modest
compared with the advantages to be gained from
using it. Seed costs are only a minute proportion of

A potential seed stand of Oak (Quercus petraea), in
Normandy, France
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the total establishment costs and should not be the
determining factor when deciding between different
seed sources.

Ideally a potential seed stand should be fully
stocked, and, for broadleaves, contain 50-75 trees ha.
They should be of an age to produce seed. The trees
should be:
• well-grown dominant or co-dominant trees of above

average quality, with large uniform crowns
• vigorous
• straight stemmed with little taper, no spiral grain or

significant buttressing, or fluting
• have a desirable branch form (fine and at a flat

angle), with good natural pruning
• free from insect and disease attack

The minimum area should be about 2 ha (a
population of at least 200 trees is preferred) to
minimise contamination from outside pollen, though
smaller areas are sometimes acceptable.

To maximise seed production, it is important that the
crowns of seed trees are released to full sunlight on at
least three sides. Selective thinning of the poorest
phenotypes is the recommended form of management
for selected seed stands, even if this results in gaps.

In Great Britain, owners, or their agents, can apply
to have a stand considered for inclusion in the

National Register. Details can be obtained either by
writing to Cathleen Baldwin at Forest Research,
Northern Research Station, Roslin, Midlothian,
EH25 9SY, or from the Forestry Commission website.
If using the website search for “national register”, the
first link under general information provides details of
the register and a FRM1A form can be downloaded to
make an application. The second page of this form
gives fuller guidance on the requirements for
registration. The full National Register is now
available from the website as a pdf file and is an
essential source of information for growers when
considering what to buy.

In Ireland to have a stand registered the owner
should contact the Forest Protection and Forest
Reproductive Material Section of the Forest Service
who will then arrange for the stand to be inspected.
If the stand meets the selection criteria it will be
issued with a Stand Number and be added to the
National Register. ■

STOP PRESS
The Forestry Commission announced in late

February 2007 that charges for inspecting and
registering potential seed stands will be abolished.
There has never been a charge in Ireland.

Straightness and branching are heritable characteristics as these two roadside stands in the Netherlands illustrate
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Stem bleeding on Horse Chestnut in the UK was
first reported in the 1970s, when the cause was
found to be a fungal pathogen known as

Phytophthora (Brasier and Strouts,1976). The same
disorder had also been recognised in the USA much
earlier in the 1930s (Caroselli, 1953).

Incidence of the disease
Until recently, such Phytophthora bleeding

cankers were only seen in the south of England
(Strouts and Winter, 2000). However, over the past
four or five years, the number of reports of Horse
Chestnut trees (Aesculus hippocastanum) with
‘bleeding cankers’ has increased markedly.
Symptoms visible on affected trees include bleeding
areas on their stems and sometimes on their scaffold
branches. The increased incidence of stem bleeding
on Horse Chestnut is not just limited to the UK; the
Netherlands, France and Germany are also
experiencing a similar upsurge.

Closer investigation of the bleeding cankers on
Horse Chestnut has revealed that Phytophthora is no
longer the primary causal agent. Instead there is
accumulating evidence that a different pathogen is
responsible for the increase in these symptoms on
Horse Chestnut.

In 2003 the Disease Diagnostic Advisory Service
(DDAS) of Forest Research received more than 60
reports of stem bleeding in Horse Chestnut, while in
2004 a further 90 reports were received. So far 70
reports have been collated for 2005. Affected trees
have been recorded as far north as Lancashire and
Glasgow.

What trees are affected?
Trees of all ages have been affected by the recent

disease upsurge. Young trees with a stem diameter of
only 10cm (4 inches) have been found with
advanced symptoms. However, the impact on the
environment can be particularly profound when
large, mature trees are infected and disfigured by the
disease. If the disease is severe and the areas of bark
which are killed are extensive, large trees can
undoubtedly be killed. However, younger trees (10-
30 years old) are at greater risk and can succumb to
the disease in just a few years (3-5) as the smaller

diameter of their trunks means that they can be
girdled more quickly.

Detailed information
• Extent of the problem
• Reasons for increased incidence?
• Symptoms and casual agent
• Diseases with similar symptoms
• Advice on disease management
• About Horse Chestnuts
• Other common pest and disease problems of Horse

Chestnut
• Photo gallery 
• Bibliography

For further information contact:
Dr Joan Webber, Forest Research, Alice Holt Lodge,

Farnham, Surrey GU10 4LH
Tel: +44 (0) 1420 22255, Fax: +44 (0) 1420 23653,

Email: joan.webber@forestry.gsi.gov.uk or the Tree
Disease Diagnostic and Advisory Service. ■

The Bleeding Cankers and Dying Trees

Horse Chestnut (Aesc u

Horse Chestnut Leaf Miner
Cameraria ohridella

This is now firmly established throughout the
country. It is continuing to spread and wherever it
becomes established, numbers quickly build up
and cause extensive damage to the foliage.

While it is very disfiguring and the cause of
premature leaf fall, C.ohridella is not known to kill
otherwise healthy trees. The Forestry Commission
are not advising the removal of trees on the
grounds that they are infested with this pest,
although they do not yet know what the long-term
effect on tree health will be following repeated
defoliation, year after year.

There are no recommended methods for
management of the pest on the tree itself.
Chemical insecticides are difficult to apply safely
and efficiently to large trees. They are also
expensive and pose environmental hazards. A
much safer and more practical means of control is
to remove and destroy fallen leaves during the
autumn and early winter. Collected leaves should
either be burned or composted thoroughly to
destroy the over-wintering pupae residing inside.
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As a woodturner producing pieces mainly for
the decorative art market, I look for different
qualities in timber compared to other users.

Thus, Spalted Beech, crotch figure, burrs, holes and
cracks loom large in my requirements, to catch the
eye of art gallery loiterers. My working practice is to
chainsaw billets as big as possible. Then rough turn
them, leaving sufficient thickness to turn out
distortion when dry. Thereby, a 20 inch cube will
result in a finished work in 6 weeks. Otherwise wet
timber can be turned very thin and finished wet in
one session, resulting in an asymmetrical object, after
the usual distortion has taken place whilst drying.

Horse Chestnut has very positive as well as
negative features.

Positive
1. As there is little or no commercial market for it,

firewood merchants and tree surgeons supply at
minimal cost.

2. It cuts easily with a chainsaw, and on the lathe,
cuts crisply and quickly. Being soft, hollowing big
vessels through a small hole is relatively speedy.

3. Drying is remarkably quick. Rough turned pieces
can be stood out
in the sun or
placed on shelves
over a heat source
without cracking.
My favourite
method is to hang
a 40 watt light
bulb inside the
vessel for several
days. Little
distortion takes
place as drying is
from the inside.
The creamy white
colour is preserved
and large vessels
are completed in
as little as 15 days.

4. Burrs and
figured timber
can be striking in
appearance
(think Ripple
Sycamore x 3)
and when dyed
and sanded
back, even more
so. Care must be
taken, though,
that all finishing
marks are
removed as the
dye will highlight
these as much as
it does the
figure.

Negative
1. Felled timber noticeably begins to deteriorate

within days. It must be converted and stored under
cover a.s.a.p. Blocks cut in November and left
exposed to the elements were stained four inches
into end grain and two inches into side grain by
the first week in February !

2. The timber is very soft but does not splinter. 
It can be marked easily with a thumbnail.
Therefore I seldom make bowls from it as they 
are more likely to receive casual damage. Objects
which stand on display, for their decorative 
effect, are a much more realistic use for this 
timber.

3. Summer-felled blocks are very open to fungal
attack. Stacked with large air spaces between, all of
one batch (a ton +) was infested, through the core,
within three weeks. Extra value for me though !

Conclusion
I would suggest that, as well as use by specialised

turners, this timber would make excellent veneers.
www.rmchapman.co.uk ■

How to Use This Difficult Timber
by Richard Chapman

c ulus hippocastanum)

“Fell it quick – dry it quick – work it quick”
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Characters involved: John; the sawmill manager.
Vastly experienced, never wrong and
possessing an embarrassing vocabulary when

roused. Dave; the harmless, willing, but highly
accident-prone driver of the Landrover.

John had bought a Walnut tree from a lady who ran
a riding centre 10 miles away. He was under pressure
to remove it. John had checked out the location once,
but in order to be completely confident, he returned
to measure the width of the field gateway for access
by the mobile crane. All was well.

The plan was for John to drive the mobile crane
and to load the butt onto a 3-ton trailer pulled by the
Landrover. I was to bring my Range Rover with a
second trailer so that we could collect another Walnut
nearby. It would make an impressive convoy.

In case of problems, we decided to take our winch
in its heavy canvas bag. Dave went to put this in the
back of his Landrover, but as he lifted it forward he
caught his shin a painful blow on the trailer drawbar
– he said that he hadn’t seen it. (John said later that
we should have abandoned the whole trip at this
juncture.)

Unaware of events which were to befall us later, the
convoy rolled out of the yard onto the main road. I
was leading the way and checked my rear view
mirror, only to see the mobile crane belching clouds
of dense white smoke as it just made the brow of the
hill. This smoke did not bother Dave in the following
vehicle – he knew the road well. Not so aware was
the elderly driver of a Mini Metro coming from the
other direction, who saw a white wall confronting
him and turned on his headlights. I never did learn
what befell them, but his wife looked very scared
when they passed me.

The smoke eventually cleared and the convoy
proceeded without further incident to the farm. The
trailers were parked to one side to allow John to
drive through the gateway. Dave went forward to
open the gate catch and caught his finger in the
spring mechanism. No problem. But from my
perspective there was a problem – when I looked up
I could see that there was no way that the crane was
going to fit through, because not only was there an
overhanging Holly tree, with a bushy and venomous
top, which would obscure John’s view of the
gatepost, but it was also a greasy surface in the heavy
rain. But I assured myself that John knew what he
was doing.

John squeezed the offside bumper through and
instantly realised that the other one was not going to

fit – and was liable to demolish the gatepost. He
braked hard and the crane slid backwards, hooking
itself neatly onto the post. (See photo)

He turned off the engine and we could hear the
diabolical language coming from the cab. John
needed to get out to see what had to be done, but he
could not extricate himself because the Holly tree had
enveloped his window and door – and the other door
was very temperamental. Just at this critical moment,
the owner’s husband arrived on the scene and began
haranguing us about compensation for his gate etc.
I glared at John and we bit our tongues.

I grabbed a chainsaw and cut away the top of the
prickly Holly tree and released the fuming John who
was clearly embarrassed at his misjudgement of the
width of the gate. The obvious remedy was to detach
the rails from the main post. So whilst Dave
hammered them off, I vaulted over the gate to view
the situation from the other side. 

But on that day my gymnastic skills fell short of
perfect and I landed heavily on the lower rail which
cracked loudly. The owner went daft. He now
wanted new rails as well as posts. I gently explained
that we were doing our best – and that we would get
on better without his presence. He departed and we
got on with the job.

Clearly we would have to dig out the main post
even though the ground was rock hard. After half an
hour of hot, hard work we finally succeeded and
John triumphantly drove the crane into the field and
over to the fallen Walnut. We unloaded our chainsaws
and prepared to reduce the tree in length for
transportation. John selected his best saw and began
the cut in a pretty innocuous place when he hit a
bunch of nails under the bark, ruining the chain. The
language was not good, but at least the owners were
out of earshot.

Using a second chainsaw, I then made a cut in a
different place, only to hit more nails and spoil that
chain. John took the saws away to replace the chains
and burned his hand on the hot metal. I took an axe
to ensure that the bark was clean and free of nails for
the next cut, only to hit the tree a glancing blow
which directed the axe into my shin. I joined Dave in
The Limping Parade.

Eventually the cross-cutting was completed and it
was time to lift the sections away. John climbed into
the cab and released the wire rope for Dave to hook
it around the log with the iron “C” hook. We moved
aside as the winch pulled it in, but the log caught
onto another piece of the tree causing the wire rope

In the days before hard hats, safety boots and Risk Assessments, we used to call it

“JUST ONE OF THOSE DAYS”
A Suffolk Tale of Woe in 1990
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to flick off the jib pulley. This jammed solid, leaving
the log dangling helplessly. John went daft.

After a great deal of cursing, the wire was freed
from the pulley wheel and the log dropped violently,
bouncing and hitting Dave in the legs. The second
piece was at a better angle and lifted well. Dave was
told to be on the alert this time. When the log was in
position, I released the wire and its heavy hook. This
swung back and hit the non-attentive Landrover
driver with a pronounced “clang” on the side of the
head. I enquired if he was alright and he muttered
something about his woolly hat saving him.

With the log correctly suspended from the crane jib,
John began reversing the machine across the bumpy
meadow towards the gate where the trailer awaited.

Dave ambled slowly in front, unaware of the
swinging log – which proceeded to hit him in the
back knocking him to the ground. John’s comments
from inside the cab could not be considered
constructive...

Eventually John manoeuvred the log over the trailer
whilst Dave directed him to drop the load onto the
bearers which he had positioned. When it was down,
he reached forward to disconnect the wire, but found
that the log was indeed resting on the bearers – but
the self-same bearers were resting upon the tops of
his shoes – and because his feet were jammed tight
in his winkle-pickers, he couldn’t move an inch. I
came to his rescue with a crowbar – and ended up
jamming my gloves in precisely the same way as
Dave had achieved with his size 10s. John climbed
down from his cab and released my hands without a
word being spoken...

All the timber was now loaded and it was time to

drive through the gateway and then reposition the
posts and rails. As a precaution, I took photographs
of everything “before and after” because I had visions
of a High Court judge listening to the proceedings... 

Dave bent down to dig some spoil from the post
hole, unaware of the post dangling from the crane
above him. (You can guess the outcome, but suffice
to say that his woolly hat came to his rescue again.)
Surprisingly, the owners expressed satisfaction at our
repairs and we were allowed to leave without
further ado.

The plan had been to collect another Walnut log
from a site a few miles away, but I simply couldn’t
face another disaster, so I bade farewell to John and
Dave and watched them head back to the sawmill –
all the while thinking that the Landrover would
probably drive into a ditch and John would land up
on top of it with the mobile crane...

When I returned to my office an hour later, I
thought it prudent to phone John to see if everything
had gone to plan. His reply was guarded – although
he admitted that they had arrived back without
incident. When pressed, he explained that, after a cup
of tea in the canteen, they unloaded the trailer and
prepared to take a pile of Oak boards back to the
cabinet workshops. Apparently, Dave had selected
the wrong gear and backed the empty trailer straight
into the canteen wall, ripping out all the boarding
and hooking the water pipes onto his bumper as he
drove off.

John was just getting out his hydraulic jack to
replace the broken gate post when my call came
through – and, oh yes, could I phone for a plumber ?

■

Well and truly hooked!
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This tree stands in compartment 2A at the
western end of Hindolveston Wood. It was
planted in 1951 and in 2007 stands 15.75 m

high with a BH diameter of 40.5 cm and contains
approx 0.43 m3.

It is free of epicormic shoots and has a bole of 9 m
of knot-free timber. It has light branching, with no
forks and good apical dominance. It was selected by
BIHIP in 1998.Acorns have been collected from it
twice, in 2000 and 2006, the latter being a prolific
year.

Hindolveston Wood, on the southern half of the
Melton Constable Estate was purchased by the Duke
of Westminster in 1949 and his woodlands department
employed Pulford Estates Ltd to carry out all its
forestry activity. It is now owned by the Brun family.

It was decided that Hindolveston Wood, which had
been clear-felled in 1939-45, should be totally

replanted with one year Oak seedlings. The planting
was contracted out to Messrs Longhirsts who at that
time had a nursery and contract gang at Sheringham.
A forester (Jack Archer) who worked for Longhirsts
has told me that at that time he organised a collection
of over 10 tonnes of acorns by schoolboys from an
avenue in Colby near Gunton in Norfolk. These were
sent to Scotland for sowing and the trees returned to
Norfolk for planting in Hindolveston Wood. The
spacing was 5 feet x 1 1/2 feet. 

Compartment 2A consists of 1.7ha and has a yield
class 8 for the Oak. Amongst the trees growing, it
contains 108 selected final crop trees, 63/ha at
12.5m spacing. This is slightly under the 65/ha,
which is considered the ideal density of a final crop
of a pure Oak stand on a 120-150 year rotation. ■

Edward Brun

For our seed this year we chose the BIHIP Selected Oak
(Quercus robur) growing in Hindolveston Wood, Norfolk

Woodland Heritage Oak  
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Planting out the Hindolveston Acorns 
in the Polytunnel

 Seed Provenance 2006/7

4,550 seeds
Quercus Robur seed

from trees in Compartment 4C
Hindolveston Wood, Norfolk

Planted in 1950

Using a good quality mulching compost and
cell-growing trays, the acorns were set in

November 2006, raised on trestles – to defy the
mice who fancy tasty acorns.

Mousetraps were set immediately, although we
knew that there was no way the mice could
climb up the trestles and onto the overhanging
aluminium supporting plates. 

We were wrong! So far (March 2007) the mice
have played havoc with our precious seeds and
we are desperate to find out how they managed
to reach the trays...

(Someone has suggested paragliding)4,200 seeds
Quercus Robur seed

from BIHIP selected trees
in Compartment 2A

Hindolveston Wood, Norfolk

Planted in 1951
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Garden Estate is a relatively small estate
situated in central Scotland, approximately
five miles to the west of Stirling. The estate

has many varied woodlands, ranging from some
areas of native woodland on SSSIs to commercial
exotic conifer plantations. Most of the woods on the
estate are relatively small in size, although they are
capable of producing very good timber, in particular,
Oak. Many different species have been grown on
the estate during different eras, the result being a
varied composition of trees. These include many
ornamental and veteran trees, both as specimen
trees and within the woodlands. The current
management of the estate allows for this rich
woodland diversity to continue for future
generations by the planting of many different and
more unusual species – although traditional species
are still dominant. 

To this end a number of plantations have been
established that would normally be considered as
“unusual”, such as Walnuts, Yew and Dawn
Redwood. Although other uses may take priority, all
trees on the estate are planted with timber
production in mind. The Walnuts are no exception
to this, although the desire for diversity and a
curiosity as to how well, if at all, Walnuts would
grow at Garden were the prime reasons for
establishing a small plantation.

SITE DETAILS
The Walnut plantation is approximately 0.1 ha in

size. It is located on the east side of the Arngibbon
Glen, at an altitude of 40 m with a westerly aspect.
The plantation lies on a latitude of approximately
56° N, making it one of, if not the most northerly
plantations of Walnut in Europe. 

The western border consists of semi-mature
Sycamore, while the other boundaries of the
plantation consist of a mix of scrub (Hazel, Elder
and Sycamore) and bracken. A power-line runs
along the northern edge and a farm field along the
southern and eastern edges. Scrub is kept in check
due to adjacent land uses, allowing plenty of light
into the plantation, while the Sycamore on the
western edge and sloping ground from the east
provide essential shelter. Soil comprises a fertile,

relatively free draining, brown earth with
underlying sandstone.

ESTABLISHMENT
A deer fence was erected around the site prior to

planting, in addition all trees were protected with
0.60 m tree shelters to protect against damage from
small mammals and to aid weeding operations. The
plantation was established in spring 1999 with
Hybrid Walnut (Juglans regia X nigra), of
Department de l’Isère (38) Grenoble provenance
from France. Trees were planted at an initial spacing
of 2.1m, an overall stocking of 2350 stems per
hectare. Routine forest management operations, such
as weeding, have been carried out to ensure
successful establishment. No beating up has been
done due to very low mortality rates (2%), although
three stems were stumped back following an early
frost. Formative pruning has been carried out –
according to French techniques – to encourage apical
dominance and reduce heavy branching.
Unfortunately grey squirrel predation has
occurred resulting in many stems being
damaged.

GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT
A survey of growth was carried out in July 2006

with growth found to be very good. The trees have
achieved a height of around 7m, with average
diameter at breast height (dbh) of 5-7 cm, this

AMAZING WALNUT GROWTH 
On Sir James Stirling’s Scottish Estate

The most northern plantation in Britain ? Traditionally,Walnuts
would survive only south of a line from the Humber to Bristol
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equates to a girth of between 15 and 22 cm. Trees
which were stumped back have produced only two
to three coppice shoots which show good form and
growth, although they are now somewhat suppressed.

Unfortunately the squirrel damage, coupled with an
easterly wind, has, in some cases, caused the loss of
the entire leading stem. The worst damage has
undone much of the pruning work, resulting in trees
with several leading stems, most of which are below
the height of the canopy. Despite this the canopy has
almost achieved closure.

Walnuts are not a widely planted forest tree,
making a qualitative comparison of growth rates is
difficult as no Yield Model currently exists. 

Anecdotal evidence, gathered from
conversations with other Walnut managers, does
suggest that rates of growth are very good, with
the Garden Walnuts matching the best
plantations in southern England. Interestingly,
these plantations are planted with trees of the
same provenance.

CONCLUSIONS
The site for the Walnut plantation was chosen as it

was hoped it would provide good soils, shelter and
plenty of light. Rates of growth would appear to
confirm this to be the case. 

The importance of good site selection can easily
be demonstrated at Garden as a few left over trees
were planted along a nearby roadside to form part
of an avenue. These trees, despite being some 20m
lower in altitude and having plenty of light have
not performed well. No measurable girths can be
found and average height is only around 1.4 m,
with the tallest being only around 2.5 m. This has
mainly been attributed to a much heavier and
wetter soil, although road pollution, lack of
weeding and a lack of competition for light may
also be factors.

Traditionally Walnuts have been planted at very
wide spacings, from 3-4 up to 10 m. (Stocking
densities from 1100 to 100 stems per hectare). It is
understood that wide spacings are required where
nuts are to be harvested as a crop, however, at
Garden nut production has never been a priority. 

The Garden Walnuts have been planted at a
much higher density, at a stocking level much
more resembling a timber producing forest and
will therefore require early thinning. 

Walnut has been viewed as a light demanding
species which requires to be open grown, even
where timber production is a high priority than nut
production.  

Recent research however indicates that while
Walnut is a light demander it is tolerant of crown
competition. Experiments with nurse species have
shown that these can promote rapid early growth in

Walnut plantation, particularly where a nitrogen
fixing nurse species is used. 

The Walnuts at Garden will have benefited from a
fertile site along with run off from the adjacent field,
perhaps explaining rapid growth without a nitrogen
fixing nurse.

RECOMMENDATIONS
If the Walnut plantation is to produce any

utilisable timber, early squirrel control in and around
the plantation will be essential. Thinning work will
also be required to reduce the density of stems and
allow crown development. This may be an
opportunity to remove stems damaged by squirrels.
In conjunction with this further pruning work should
be carried out to minimise branching and ensure
that remaining trees have only one apically
dominant leader. 

Three survey plots were marked with stakes in July
2006, and growth data recorded. These should be
used as monitoring plots to assess the effectiveness
of thinning operations and future growth. ■

Prepared by: 
Weir Forestry, The Flat, Garden, 

Buchlyvie, Stirlingshire, FK8 3NR.
Tel: 01360 850026  

Mob: 07876 562370
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WORKING IN
Words of wisdom

MIND YOUR HEAD!
A tree fell on my head yesterday. Just a

little tree, of course; more like a branch.
But I was doing the usual forester’s thing
of never looking up and whizzing along
the rows without a thought to what was
above my head. It is the first rule in
forestry; always look up. The butt of a
tree can be as smooth as silk, the stem
well formed and straight. But if the top is
forked, the leader suppressed, other trees
too close or if, towering above the precocious sapling
is a forest of mature trees blocking out the light and
preventing proper formation, then all will be for
nothing. Always look up; that is where the tree is
going. (And of course, never plant under overhead
lines. It is amazing how many people do. I do.)

WEAR THE RIGHT KIT
I am thinning a 17-year old plantation of Larch and

Beech, alternate lines. The Larch are forty feet tall,
worthy of respect and given it. The Beech are
miserable stunted bushes, half the size at most, easy
to treat casually; but they land with a thunk on my
pate even so. So that is the second rule: wear the
right kit. Helmet, earplugs, goggles, gloves, trousers
and boots may seem over the top for a small wood
of adolescent trees, but accidents happen because
they are unexpected. My neighbour swallowed his
tongue while felling an Apple tree, and I lost sight in
one eye for several days when whipped by a
raspberry cane. Even the meanest tree can hurt;
respect it. And think.

TEDIUM CAN BE USEFUL IF YOU USE
THE TIME TO THINK
So much of forestry is dangerous, sweaty and

boring. Going up and down those lines of trees,
weeding, pruning or thinning, is drudgery, physically
demanding and mentally dead. I should be learning
sonnets or practicing my Greek irregular verbs;
instead I nurse historic grievances. At least farmers,
once a month, have to shave, and brush their shoes,
to go to market. For a forester, years can pass without
human contact. I would go mad from loneliness and
boredom if I did not reflect on why I do things, and
how to get it right.

Over the last twenty years, we have
planted or replanted about 100 acres with
an even mixture of species: sitka, Larch,
Norway, Douglas, Scots, Oak and Beech. I
have not planted Ash, Sycamore, Spanish
Chestnut and Birch, but they have grown
themselves and been managed. I have put
time into early and repeated weeding and
shaping, particularly the broadleaves. But
the cycle has moved on, and I am now
doing more thinning, and (in between the
grudges and groans) thinking more about

species mix, and management.

IDEAS ON SPECIES MIXES
First, species mix. Obviously, Larch and Beech do

not go, the Beech having been suppressed from the
start. But I believe in putting Beech with most things,
if only because it helps suppress the weeds and give
a balance of light and shade. I would never put
Beech with Sitka, where it would add nothing. Nor to
a mix of small native trees (Crab Apple, Birch,
Mountain Ash etc) which would be my choice, if I
were planting only for the grant or for amenity. But
with Oak or Douglas, or anything in between, bung
in the Beech.

It is a matter of taste whether you plant the
different species in rows, or blocks, or discrete
compartments. I prefer adjacent rows of alternate
species (perhaps a double row if the tree is a
relatively slow grower). It spreads the propagation
risk across the field, and provides a more intimate
mix in the end. I am not normally worried about
differential growth rates of two different adjacent
species. If you thin to favour the best stem, you are
likely to cut enough spaces to give most secondary
species a chance.

And you must of course thin to leave the best stems.
I get apoplectic when I read forest management plans
stating “thin to favour x”, as if one species is so
morally superior to deserve preference even if it is
manifestly unsuited to a site. Equally, if your sitka
plantation has failed and is sprouting birch, do not
grub them up at vast expense. Simply grow birch. But
only manage them; make sure that they are the best
Birch you could grow. Otherwise you are wasting the
land. Leave what is growing well, cut out the rubbish,
and do not worry about gaps. There is no point in
leaving a poor specimen just to make up numbers.

 WOODLAND 07  21/3/07  13:45  Page 64



Woodland Heritage 2007 

65

THE WOODS
from Jack Tenison

MANAGEMENT
Secondly, management. And again, personal

preference must decide. In an ideal world, thin little
and often, allowing the selected final stems (it is all a
bit Brave New World) incremental growth to fill their
given space, by judicious removal of adjacent stems
and branches, but avoiding excessive light which
encourages lateral growth, epicormis and weeds. In
practice, we have all got other things to do. I need to
gear myself up to do something, happily finding
dozens of other jobs around the place, just to put off
That Which Must Be Done. And then the right saw
needs mending, the chain is blunt, and the oil and
mix have run out. So that, once I am into the job, I
do not want to stop until it is finished and mentally
ticked off for the next five or twenty years. When I
thin, I thin hard. But you will have your own ideas.

DECISIONS ABOUT THINNING
Next, do you thin to individual stems, or rack,

removing all trees in a row? It depends on
circumstances. If you grow conifers you may be lucky
and get a machine to rack (take out entirely) every
third, fifth or seventh row, allowing you to get a
tractor into the wood and pull the intervening trees to
the rack by hand. But you will have to pay. Around
here, I could neither give away my first thinnings nor
even pay somebody to do it. I have to do it myself.
And I have an instinctive dislike of wasting one third,
fifth or seventh of my best trees. So I do everything
selectively, and shape all the good trees and cut out
the rest, wherever they are. I do not mind the
resultant clumps and gaps.

Finally, how to use the thinned trees ? Cutting them
is easy: whizz, whizz (thunk, ouch) whizz. But these
are likely to be the worst stems, and many will be
useless for firewood, timber or stakes. Fifty years ago,
first thinnings had some value; now they are a cost.
How do you get rid of them? On those many private
estates in Britain, where forestry is still practiced as
an art, all thinnings are taken from the wood for
disposal. Alas; not here. Full marks, if you can get
them out. But if your living is from forestry, you may
want to consider other ways. I have two suggestions;
but any forestry visit will offer others.

If the thinnings are reasonably light (Larch, Oak,
Beech etc), I cut down, chop up small and stack
tidily in the wood. This provides good habitat,

particularly if the tree species prevents much
undergrowth. The stacks will rot over time, but they
will be a nuisance until then. So the job must be
done right first time. Another way is to try to kill the
tree standing, perhaps by cutting through much of the
base, but not all, or spraying weedkiller into a
wound. This leaves the tree standing, preserving the
shade of the adjacent trees. But it is difficult to get
right (too much, and the tree dies and fall over; not
enough, and it keeps on growing).

However you do it, it is all work, and no short cuts.
The first step (aged 15-20) is to cut off all the lower
branches with a small foot-long chain saw, and single
any forked stems which are common among
hardwoods (particularly Ash). You must do this first,
and do every tree. First, it clears all the brambles;
second, it allows you to see the wood properly. I
brash (cut off the lower branches) of all trees, even if
they are due to be thinned. It makes felling easier
and whether you remove the poles or chop them up
to rot on the ground, the branches have to come off
some time anyway. So do it right first time.

YOU HAVE TO THINK ABOUT THE
NEXT TIME
And then, whether or not you use a quad or a

tractor, and clear the thinnings or leave them to rot,
you still have to chop up the lop and top. You must
be able to get back into that wood when the time
comes, five years later or twenty. Because the next
thin, the second thin, is the crucial one: then, you
might make some money and, most importantly, you
will determine the future of the wood.

CRANN
Ireland’s tree magazine – Spring issue 2006

www.crann.ie

Jack Tenison is very much a “hands on” forester
and woodland owner in South Wales and Lough
Bawn, Co. Monahan, Ireland. He writes regular
articles for Crann Magazine and has helped Irish
timber growers by hosting visits and demonstrating
his successes and failures on his wooded estate. 

Jack was an early member of Woodland Heritage
and is a great supporter of the European Squirrel
Initiative.

We featured his work in Woodland Heritage
Journal No. 8 – 2003, page 17.
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Offsetting CO2 Emissions
by Dr Peter Savill

Woodland Heritage is often asked how
much carbon dioxide (CO2) might be
sequestered, or “locked up”, offset or

“fixed” in the wood of trees as they grow.
The accepted international methodology is given in

the Draft Guidelines for National Greenhouse Gas
Inventories, published in 1994 by the Scientific
Assessment Working Group of the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), a joint programme
of UNEP and the World Meterological Programme.

Assumptions for a typical broadleaved woodland
in Britain might be:
• the forest grows at an average annual rate of

5 m3/ha/year for 150 years, and thereafter there is
no net increase at all, because any additional
growth of some trees is offset by the death and
decay of others (and consequent release of CO2

into the atmosphere again)
• that one cubic metre of wood, when dry, weighs

half a tonne and that the material which makes up
wood is approximately 40 per cent carbon

• thus, the average rate of carbon fixation for the first
150 years would be approximately 1 tonne/ha/year
(i.e. 40% of 5/2)
As an example, if the woodland occupies an area

of 15 hectares it therefore likely to be able to fix

(i.e. “offset”) about 15 tonnes of carbon per year for
150 years, or a total of 2250 tonnes.

A concern has always been what happens to the
fixed carbon once the trees are mature.  There are
two possibilities:
1. If the forest, having built up a biomass of some

750 m3/ha of wood over 150 years – or 150 tonnes
of carbon/ha – is left undisturbed, the carbon is
likely to remain more or less fixed, with any deaths
of trees being offset by the natural establishment of
new ones. The new growth and fixation of carbon
will balance that released by the decay of dead
trees.  However, there would be no fixation of
additional carbon. To do this, more previously
unforested land would have to be planted.

2. If the forest is felled, one must remember that the
half-life of timber is very short, at about nine
months. Most of the fixed carbon returns to the
atmosphere quickly because the wood is converted
into ephemeral products such as paper and pallets,
much of which is subsequently burnt. Only a very
small proportion survives in furniture and other
high quality products for long periods.  To remove
fixed carbon permanently from circulation again, it
should be stored somewhere where it will not
decay, such as redundant coal mines. ■

The 2006 Marcus Wallenberg Prize (a
sort of Nobel Prize for forestry) was
awarded to the French forest

geneticist, Dr Antoine Kremer, for his
path-breaking discovery of the evolution,
organization and distribution of the
genetic diversity of Pan-European Oaks
that will act as an outstanding model for
the study of all other species.

The value of the prize is two million
Swedish crowns and it was presented to
Dr Kremer by the King of Sweden, at a
ceremony in Stockholm on Thursday
28 September 2006.

The annual Prize was established in
1980 to acknowledge the lifetime
activities and the memory of Marcus
Wallenberg, the late Chairman of Stora Kopparbergs
Bergslags AB (now Stora Enso). Each year the Prize
recognizes a single breakthrough research
achievement of one scientist or a small group of
collaborating scientists. For the past few years the
Chairman of the selection committee has been

Professor Jeff Burley, the immediate
past Chairman of BIHIP.

Antoine Kremer has worked for 28
years with the French national research
organization, INRA, and has been a
leader in both national and international
research groups. His breakthrough is in
the combination of information from a
number of different sciences at their
current state-of-the-art level (from
molecular genetics to the evolutionary
history of forests) to develop new
knowledge about Oaks on a continental
scale. This knowledge provides a major
platform to facilitate decisions about the
conservation and management of forests.
It also allows prediction of likely future

changes under the impact of climate and other
environmental changes.

Dr Kremer’s individual researches and synthesis may
be applicable to other tree species. The techniques will
also have relevance to the introduction, management,
improvement and use of exotic species elsewhere. ■

Dr Antoine Kremer –
recipient of the 2006
Marcus Wallenberg

Prize

Marcus Wallenberg Prize 2006
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We have always thought that the old mantra
“The right tree in the right place” needs an
extra qualification: “For the Right Reason”.

The additional qualification ensures that any tree
planting or management is appropriate. For example,
we should not advocate planting trees that have been
genetically selected for timber production in ancient
semi-natural woodland, or equally plant “locally
native” when you want quality timber. Although not
mutually exclusive, local provenances only very rarely
include tested and improved material.

The decision about which species to plant is one of
the most important of all in forestry because of the
long cycles involved.

An incorrect choice can result in poor health or
growth, and even the failure of a crop, and certainly
failing to fulfil the objectives of the planting scheme.
The stresses imposed by droughts, gales, frosts, and
fires, some of which will inevitably occur over a
rotation of up to 150 years, could lead to serious
diseases or pest outbreaks or even death if species are
not well matched to the site. The one or more species
selected for planting must therefore be those whose
requirements throughout life are likely to be satisfied
by the site and climate in question. They must also

fulfil the objectives of the planting scheme.
The process of species selection is done in three

stages:

1 The Right Place: determining the characteristics of
the planting site in terms of climate, soil, and other
factors such as risks of browsing by deer as well
as any legal and financial constraints. These
characteristics are then matched to:

2 The Right Tree: deciding which species are likely
to thrive in such conditions. Care should be taken
to consider the quality of the planting stock and its
origin. For example, a hybrid Walnut (non-native
and genetically selected) would not be an
appropriate choice in some locations, despite
admirably meeting a final objective of growing a
valuable timber. From among suitable species,
those selected for planting must be chosen for:

3 The Right Reason: deciding which of one or more
species satisfy the objectives of the planting
scheme. Often the reasons why trees are planted
are manifold. For example, you might, perhaps, be
planting a landscape screen as well as providing
game cover, and simultaneously growing a
valuable timber crop. ■

Right Tree – Right Place – Right Reason
Dr Gabriel E Hemery and Dr Peter Savill

THE RIGHT PLACE
T
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THE RIGHT S
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S

ENVIRONMENT (locally indicated by ground vegetatio
n)

Soil
Drainage, fertility,

depth, acidity
Input needed:

cultivation,
fertilizers,
weeding

POSSIBLE
SPECIES

PROVENANCES

IMPROVED
GENOTYPES

Climate
Exposure,

precipitation,
temperature, frost,

pollution
Overhead 

shelter

Biotic factors
Possible damage 

by grazing animals, 
insects, fungal, 
bacterial and 
virus diseases

Indigenous/exotic

Suitability for
object of

afforestation
e.g. Industrial wood,
fuelwood, amenity,

   conservation, protection
 Legal constraints

 e.g. use of
  native species

Availability
Availability of seed,

ease of propagation,
and establishment

Silvicultural
characteristics
Growth rate, rotation
length, tree form and
size, self-pruning and

coppicing ability,
competitiveness
Research needed

The considerations
to be taken into
account are
summarised in the
diagram:

The process of 
selecting species for 
planting entails 
matching possible 
species to the 
characteristics of the 
site. Then, from among
possible species, choosing
those that fulfil the
objectives of the planting
scheme.
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Much of the hardwood resource in Britain and
Ireland is of poor quality, the wood being
suited only to lower value products. This

represents a wasted opportunity, given that fine
hardwood logs will have a value considerably greater
than that of firewood, by volume. 

The importance of producing high quality
broadleaves to the viability of forestry in the UK and
Ireland is recognised. 

In September 2000, the British and Irish Hardwoods
Improvement Programme (BIHIP) was launched with
the overall aim to “improve the vigour and quality of
the basis planting stock”. 

In May 2003, the Sycamore Group was formed
with the following objectives:
1. Provide a supply of improved stock using

material with desirable silvicultural and
timber characteristics derived from selected
seed stands and later from seed orchards 

2. Support investigations into the genetic
variation of Sycamore among populations in
Britain and Ireland using existing and new
field trials

3. Develop an optimal genetic improvement
programme for Sycamore through testing,
selection, breeding and vegetative propagation
of selected material

Sycamore, despite being a naturalised rather than
native species, is considered particularly attractive for
tree improvement due to its high value, rapid growth,
the high levels of biodiversity of certain organisms,
such as lichens, that it supports and the high biomass
of aphids, which provide an important food source to
a variety of organisms.

One of the Group’s strengths is that its members
have diverse backgrounds. Members include timber
merchants, foresters and researchers specialising in
tree improvement. The Group meets twice a year,
with meetings being used to co-ordinate activities but
also to visit stands of exceptional Sycamore. 

To date, a number of stands have been visited
by the Group, seeing some impressive ones at
Lowther (Cumbria), Bolton (Yorkshire), Leighton
(Wales) and Farnley Hall (Yorkshire). 

The quality of the best trees in these stands
has reinforced the view that there is
considerable potential for the development of
“super Sycamore”.

Plus Tree Identification
There are exceptional trees of Sycamore in Britain

and Ireland (above) and these are known as “plus
trees”. 

The seed, or vegetative material from these trees
will be used to create seed orchards that in time will
provide growers with superior seed. This is a long
term programme with seed being available in 15
years from breeding seedling orchards but earlier if
grafted clonal seed orchards are developed. Currently,
65 plus trees have been identified out of the target of
150 trees. Of these, scions (one year old shoots) have
been collected from 44 trees to be grafted and raised
as transplants at either Kinsealy, Ireland, or East
Malling Research, Kent (opposite). The aim is to
produce clone banks of the plus trees at each
location, as an insurance against some catastrophic
event eliminating all clones at one location.

Over the next two years, the intention is to locate
and collect material for a further 85 plus trees and to
register a further eight seed stands. In the longer
term, landowners interested in establishing seed
orchards on their land will need to be identified. 

Although the collection of material from plus trees
is focussed on Britain and Ireland, material from other
countries is being considered. Visits to countries such
as Denmark have shown that there are superior trees
overseas. In addition, provenance trials established by
the Forestry Commission in the early 1990s, have

Developing the Super Sycamore
Andrew Leslie, Secretary, BIHIP Sycamore Group.

Fine specimen
of Sycamore
at Farnley
Hall Estate,
(photo- Tom
Walls)
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shown that local British and Irish provenances are not
necessarily the best in terms of growth and survival.
Being a naturalised species, there are not the
biodiversity conservation pressures to use material
that is native to the UK and Ireland.

Seed Stands
During plus tree selection, stands of superior quality

are also being recorded. The group intends to assist
landowners of these stands with their registration as
seed stands by paying the registration fee required by
the Forestry Commission. These will provide a
valuable supply of seed from well-adapted, good
quality trees in the short-term until the improved seed
from seed orchards becomes available. To date five
potential stands have been identified; two at Bolton

Estate, two at Farnley Hall Estate and one at
Castlemorris in Ireland.

Members of the Group are also taking an active role
in the initiatives focused on the control of the grey
squirrel which poses a considerable risk to the creation
of a high quality resource of British and Irish Sycamore.
Michael Carey and Charles Dutton in particular, have
been active in the European Squirrel Initiative.

The Group has been fortunate in being provided
with support from COFORD, Coiltte, The Forestry
Commission, Forest Research, Woodland Heritage,
Teagasc, and Northern Ireland Forest Service.
However, some £12,000 will be needed over the next
two years to locate and collect material from plus
trees, while additional money will be required to
maintain the clone banks in Ireland and England. The
intention is to target some commercial organisations
with a link to forests or indeed to Sycamore in
particular for funds in addition to existing donors.

Finally, the Group would like to acknowledge the
assistance of the following people who have hosted
field visits:
Bolton Estate: Paul Stevenson 
Farnley Hall Estate: Keith Rawling, Wayne Scurrah,
John King
Lowther Estate: Iain Jack, Simon Bullock
Leighton Estate: Callum Campbell ■

www.bihip.com

Viable graft of
Sycamore
(photo – Gerry
Douglas)

Plant care products 
for professionals

Research and development for continuous improvement
Products based on scientific research from around the World
Manufacturing excellence for more than 20 years

For more information, advice or your nearest
distributor call +44 (0)1685 888 000
or email plantcare@tubex.com

Use it or lose it
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Dinefwr Historical Renovation Project
Arwyn Morgan discovers how easy it is to change people’s minds.

Ihave to admit that I have always been quick to
criticise the National Trust, especially when
they let mature trees just rot and disintegrate

instead of harvesting them so that they can be
used. But recently, through my work, I saw the
other side of the coin where the National Trust
needs to keep many facets of the public happy.  

Some time back I had bought some Poplar from the
National Trust. It was only 30 odd trees, but it was a
clearfell that was not to be replanted. They had been
planted some time in the late 60s, like much of the
Poplar in the UK. Some of the butts were up to 30" in
diameter, but others were hollow, with rot.  

They all grew within Dinefwr Park which, with its
nearby castle, forms part of the earliest written
records in Wales. With this historical background it
was decided to renovate the whole park, including
the mansion house and adjoining properties. This
renovation includes transforming the landscape,
returning it to the way it was in the eighteenth and
early nineteenth centuries. 

Thus the reason for the removal of the Poplar, but
it was not to be a simple matter: first of all there were
the public meetings, with their many complaints, and
the meetings with various agencies and groups. Some
people were very opposed to the proposed fellings. A
letter was even printed in the local newspaper with a
stunning picture of the Poplars in winter. The writer
compared the Poplars to Swedish pop stars with legs
up to their armpits etc, and so on.  

Due to the obvious public interest, it was decided
to fell all the trees in one go. I was to do the felling,
and as there was a footpath near the Poplars, my
father was to act as banksman. Technically the public
had no right to be beneath the trees, but sadly people
easily forget common sense at times of emotion, and
the last thing you need when putting in a back-cut is
somebody tapping you on your shoulder and asking
you what you’re doing.

It was a quick job to get the Poplar on the deck.
Needless to say a few people walked by and voiced
their disgust that the Trust was having the Poplars
felled, especially as they were “several hundred years
old”! My father informed them of the Poplars’ true
age. That in itself was a revelation. They couldn’t get
over how fast trees could grow, but still they thought
it was a shame to fell them.

After I had finished felling, we decided that it was
more prudent to exit the scene. I returned the next
day to sned them. This time I was prepared for any
comments. Several people appeared and expressed
their disgust at what the Trust had sanctioned. At this
point I would direct them to an exceptionally badly
butt-rotted stem, and await the look of surprise on
their faces. It was funny how easily their attitudes
could be changed. From disparaging the Trust, they
turned to praising it, and commenting on how the
National Trust really knew what they were doing !

As it happens, at Dinefwr Park there are many
other wooded areas, some of pure broadleaves,
whilst others planted in the sixties or later are made
up of a mixture of conifers and broadleaves. Some of
these areas were to be clearfelled, apart from the few
broadleaves, whilst others were thinned. 

One of the areas consisted of two rows of Beech,
two of Japanese Larch etc. Some of the Larch were of
fine form, but some could act as giant corkscrews or
propellers. The Beech had grown through the Larch,
with the end result that the old double act – “wedge
‘n’ sledge” – was needed to drive the Larch through
the Beech branches. 

Sadly the Beech had been barked at their bases by
the local deer, and upstairs they had considerable
squirrel damage. In fact every other Larch tree had a
squirrel dray in it, so next winter some of the
woodlands won’t be as hospitable for the greys. The
difficulty with such woodland is that even if you just
touch the upper branches, because of their brittle
semi rotten nature, they tend to snap and, as it were,
explode. The long term hope is that the Beech will
be under planted with Oak. The Beech will be left as
a nurse, and when more light is needed by the Oak,
the Beech will be removed for firewood. 

One of the other areas had Norway and Sitka
Spruce, Douglas Fir, Corsican Pine, Japanese Larch
with a few Oak, Beech, Cherry, Ash, and Willow
dotted about – quite a mixture. 

As all the land was being rented out to local farmers,
extreme care had to be taken to avoid messing the
fields, and to top it all there were many badger sets.
Not only does the Countryside Council for Wales watch
all activities in the park very closely, but also a badger
group keeps an eye on the badger population. 

The evidence which persuaded the public that the
Poplars did need felling. 
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So many people and organisations watch how the
National Trust manages a property. I dread to think
about how much in the way of unproductive wages are
spent on all these staff from their various organisations.

Unfortunately my machinery isn’t what could be
called ideal for this type of timber, as we generally
cut larger softwoods or hardwoods. I used the County
skidder with its Boughton to pull all the stems out to
the edge of the woodland, then cross cut and used
the other County with its Botex to stack the sawlogs
and pulp. All the brash was bladed by the County
and burnt on the site of the clearfell, or on narrow
racks, it was bladed up to the base of the Beech trees
to dissuade the deer from barking them further. 

It seems quite ironic that I’m using two machines,
with a combined age of over 70 years, to harvest this

timber. Although the job involves several hundred
cubic metres of wood, due to the situation and size
of most of the trees, hand cutting is essential.
Although a small percentage of the area is suitable to
be harvested by processor, the job is too small and
fiddly for most contractors. Not far away 2000 cubic
metres was being harvested on a good site for
Pontrilas timber. It took the contractor four days to
harvest and forward it all, quite some speed, but
whereas I had invested less than £10,000 in
machinery, that contractor had invested considerably
more than half a million in his. It seems, that as long
as there are mixed species, small woodlands there
will be continued need for the contractor specialising
in motor manual methods.

Perhaps you are wondering what was to be done
with all the timber ? Well, anything over 12” butt
diameter is to be milled into boards and planks to be
used on National Trust property whilst all coarser
sawlogs and pulp will be allowed to season for a few
months and then will be chipped. All of the chips
will be stored on site and used as fuel for the estate
buildings, so nothing will be wasted. 

With all this timber being utilised on the estate that
grew it, it is encouraging to see that this sort of local
woodland usage is alive and kicking and being
encouraged by the National Trust. ■

Arwyn Morgan
Forest Machine Journal 11-06

The 35 year old County 1004 that bladed the brash to
make a bonfire
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Northern Germany was specifically selected as
a relevant area for the study of continuous
cover forestry (CCF) systems due to forest site

conditions being so similar to those found in Great
Britain. 

CCF has been practiced in areas of Germany
for generations, but has been introduced to many
of the northern regions only during the last 10-20
years, providing foresters with an insight into
the potential progression, practicalities and
success of CCF systems on British sites as a
means of sustainable forest management.

The Woodland Heritage Garthwaite Travel
Bursary made it possible for us (both undergraduate
forestry students) to participate in this extremely
academic six-day study tour, which was organised by
Dr Arne Pommerening and his colleagues from the
University of Wales, Bangor, and hosted by the
University of Göttingen, the Forest Services of Lower
Saxony and Schleswig-Holstein, and the directors of
the Forestry research Stations of Denmark and
Lower Saxony. 

Contemporary German Forestry
CCF systems or ‘near-natural silviculture’ has been

intensely promoted across Northern Germany since

the early 1980s, prior to which clear-fell systems
dominated. Most forests across the country are
currently classified as ‘transformation forests’ – in the
process of conversion from Scots Pine (Pinus
sylvestris) and Norway Spruce (Picea abies)
monocultures to native, site-adapted, multi-species
stands, from which timber is harvested selectively
(target-diameter cutting) under shelterwood selection
and group selection systems.

The adoption of CCF systems right across
Germany is considered a new silvicultural
paradigm inspired by: 
• The desire for multiple-use of forests 
• Extensive storm damage and bark beetle out-

breaks 
• Forest decline caused by air pollution 
• Increasing influence of ecological ideas and

political power of nature conservation groups 
• Decreasing Pine and Spruce timber prices,

contrasting with a continual increase of that
for Beech (Fagus sylvatica) and other
hardwoods since 1970
The State Forest Service in Germany is now a non-

government organisation leading a united drive for
the establishment and conservation of healthy,
productive and stable forests through ecologically
based silviculture, providing an independence and
flexibility that is much preferred to “the old, rigid,
yield table system”. The LÖWE programme,
introduced by government in 1991, provides a
modern ‘close to nature’ forestry strategy in Germany,
which is obligatory for state forests and provides
guidance to the private sector.

Reinhausen Forest District (Lower Saxony)

Hosts: Professor Joachim Saborowski (Forest
Biometrics & Informatics)

Otto Beck (Forest District Manager) 
We left the University to visit the nearby Reinhausen

Forest District. This 20,000-hectare district is composed
of 82% hardwoods and 18% conifers that receive an
annual precipitation of 740mm (half in July) at an
altitude of 350-420m above sea level and an average
mean temperature of 8°C.

Mixed deciduous woodland communities on fertile
limestone-derived soils and Triassic red clay form the

Continuous Cover Forestry Tour to
North-Western Germany

21 – 26 April 2006
by Sharon Rodhouse and Douglas Pickup

Sharon
Rodhouse
and Douglas
Pickup
(authors) at
the base of a
stunning
150-year-old
Douglas Fir
in the
Lüneburg
region,
Northern
Lower
Saxony
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hardwood component, dominated by Beech in
mixture with ‘Noble Species’ (Sycamore, Ash, Elm,
Cherry, Lime, Wild Service, and Wild Pear) and other
species (Oak and Norway Maple). These communities
represent the natural species composition of the
forest and are to be expanded to replace the current
softwood component. Most individual hardwood
stands within the district show high biodiversity in
tree, shrub, and herb species and good vertical
structure due to a dense under storey and tree
seedling regeneration.

Natural regeneration is the preferred method
of re-stocking, with gaps in the canopy created
by selectively harvesting individual trees that
reach a specified target diameter, estimated on
the basis of their potential growth: Target
diameters of 50cm – 65cm for high quality timber are
achieved for Beech, Ash, Maple, and other ‘noble
species’ in 70 – 180 years, depending on the
woodland community species composition and local
physical environment. Natural regeneration is steered,
where necessary, in favour of less competitive or
early and mid-successional species through group
shelterwood cuts.

The average standing volume of timber is slightly
higher than 300m3/ha, and the annual allowable cut is
approximately 57,000 m3. Younger stands are thinned
about twice per decade – a process that is facilitated
by standing firewood sales (10 Euros/m3) to the local
community. Beech stems are tagged red for this
purpose and a system of contracts, monitoring, and
fines for breach of contract is enforced. All timber is
sold at the roadside; extraction being the
responsibility of the forest district and almost
exclusively carried out by local contractors.

Non-timber functions such as recreation, nature

conservation, watershed protection, and landscape
aesthetics are considered to be equally important as
timber production. 130 hectares within the district are
specifically protected in order to serve some of these
objectives, but the development of CCF management
to maintain natural woodland communities across the
district, including representation of successional
stages (for increased biodiversity and habitat
provision), clearly facilitates the sustained
achievement of such non-timber benefits across the
district.

Solling, Neuhaus Forest District
(Lower Saxony)

Host:Walter Hennecke (Forest District Manager)
The 16,000-hectare forest area managed in this

district is currently stocked with approximately equal
proportions of broadleaves and conifers, dominated
by Norway Spruce (56%), Beech (30%) and Oak
(10%) on red sandstone derived soils with loess
(wind-borne sediment) strata of varying thickness. 

The climate is similar to that experienced at
Reinhausen, although annual precipitation is generally
greater, producing more acidic soils (pH 5) through
leaching, and reducing the natural species diversity of
the area. 

The Solling area is used as a site for the
demonstration of the modern German forestry
strategy, LÖWE. This obligatory management
framework is based on 13 principles, which include
‘soil protection and species choice appropriate to
site’, ‘enlargement of broadleaved and mixed forest’,
‘preference for natural regeneration’, ‘Improved stand
structure’ and ‘target-diameter harvesting’. Examples

High quality Cherry and Ash stems produced in
mixture with Beech on wet clay soils. A small group of
90-year-old Cherry trees have been high pruned (other
species have not been), resulting in 12-14m of clear
stem and a DBH of approximately 60cm.

Our host,Otto Beck, introduces the group to a 37-year-
old mixed Beech & Noble species stand. The valuable
Wild Service Tree (tagged yellow for retention), and
other relic, early- and mid-successional species, will
require careful intervention to prevent suppression by
the dominant Beech.

e Garthwaite Travel Bursary
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of the implementation of LÖWE are given later.
However, this species has proven very unstable on

soils prone to waterlogging and has been replaced
with native Pedunculate Oak in such areas, or cleared
and left to natural succession where very wet soils
have prevented restocking.

This management reflects the LÖWE principles of
‘soil protection and tree species appropriate to site’
and ‘enlargement of broadleaved and mixed forest’.

Grown on sandy loamy soil with a mixture of loess,
this stand receives a moderate nutrient and a good
water supply. It is considered that the deeper-
rooting Beech (151 years old, yield class 6)
improves overall stand stability and buffers soil
acidification by the Spruce (136 years old, yield
class 10). The quantity of Oak (151 years old,
yield class 6) is small and will not be harvested.

The intention is to nurture the varied-aged
regeneration in order to convert this two-storied high
forest into a true selection forest, with all age classes
represented throughout the forest area, over the next
century. This is to be achieved through target-
diameter harvesting of Spruce (45-50cm) and Beech
(60cm) on 3-6 year cycles, with a maximum
extraction of 100m3 for each harvesting event in this
compartment.

Cost of felling by harvester and extraction to
roadside is 15 Euros/m3 and profit on sale was
estimated to average 45 Euros/m3, although it
was noted that the stand was suffering from
extensive Heterobasidium butt rot and
Armillaria root decay.

Six LÖWE principles are clearly applicable to this
impressive stand: ‘species choice appropriate to site’,
‘enlargement of the area of mixed forests’, ‘preference
for natural regeneration’, ‘improvement of stand
structure’, ‘target diameter harvesting’ and ‘game
management appropriate to site’.

The Harz Mountains, Lauterberg
Forest District (Lower Saxony)

Hosts:Axel Pampe (Deputy FD Manager)

Johannes Thiery (Woodland Ecology Officer)

Ralph Nagel (North-West German Forest Research)
Our day in the southern regions of Lower Saxony

was spent in the western Harz mountain range; the
highest mountain range in Northern and Central
Germany, rising from 300m above sea level to exceed
the climatic tree line at 1150m. 

The natural vegetation is, predictably, dominated by
Beech in mixture with Maple at mid-altitudes and
giving way to Norway Spruce at altitudes above 700-
800m. Conversely, the actual vegetation of the west
Harz mountains is 80% Norway Spruce – as a result
of historical harvesting of Beech for mining
purposes and hasty restocking with Spruce,
which now provides the financial ‘bread &
butter’ of the district.

Modern German forest policy, since 1985, has
promoted the regeneration of Beech in order to
increase the long-term stability of the Spruce stands
physically, economically, and ecologically. Natural
Beech-dominated woodlands are restricted to the
south and small remnants of old Oak woodlands also
exist in the western Harz foothills.

During the middle ages, Oak-dominated woodlands
in the north accounted for approximately 20% of
woodland cover across the region. However, these
Oak woodlands were not natural, they were
established by monks who modified much of the
district for settlement over 800 years ago. Within the
Lauterberg District, Oak forests now account for just
2% (305ha) of the total forest area. As land use has

Members of the group admire the quality of Norway
Spruce at Solling

Impressive
mixed
Norway
Spruce,
Beech and
Sessile Oak
stand, with
excellent
natural
regeneration
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changed from pasture management to forestry, natural
Oak regeneration (light demanding) has been out
competed by more shade tolerant hardwoods (Beech,
Hornbeam, Sycamore).

Johannes Thierry and Axel Pampe explained how
the remaining Oak woodland is slowly being
transformed to Beech-dominated woodland, despite
efforts to the contrary:
• Natural regeneration of Oak is out-competed by

shade tolerant species, even under a sparse canopy,
and especially on the high nutrient limestone soils
of the region with good water supply;

• Regeneration by planting under thinned or cleared
canopy to a sufficient density for high quality
timber production (and with protective fencing) is
extremely costly (5k –10k Euros/ha);

• Even early mature Oaks are directly out-competed
(over-topped) by younger vigorous Beech.
The obstacles to maintaining these ancient

remnants, with associated ecological and financial
benefit, at their current locations have proved to be
an on going “discussion” between the forest service
and conservationists.

From the foothills, we then took a winding
coach journey up to an elevation of 750m to visit
a true Norway Spruce selection forest
(“Plenterwald”), managed as such since 1935
within the Harz Mountains National Park.

In this system, natural regeration is a continuous
process – for systematic selection harvesting it is
important to maintain a balance of stocking. This
woodland is the only long-term monitoring plot of a
Norway Spruce selection system in North-West
Germany. 

It was great to see a stand managed in this
way, with its inherent heterogeneity; a system I
had read of in textbooks, but had not seen; an

ideal for ‘close to nature’ forestry. It is believed
that the selection system was the oldest method of
tending this natural forest cover in the Harz
mountains, and it certainly feels very much in
harmony with nature.

Three distinct layers give this old-growth stand its
multi-storied character:

The oldest trees are approximately 270 years old;
those in the middle layers are 60-90 years old; and
the regeneration layer is composed of both Spruce
and Rowan; all established on very poor acidic
granite soils.

Ralph Nagel explained that interventions had to be
made to ‘normal’ management in 1990. The upper
and, in particular, middle storey had become over-
dominant, due to previous insufficient harvesting,
preventing regeneration in the under storey. Specific
thinnings and re-spacing were carried out in all three
layers with the aim of achieving an ‘equilibrium
growing stock’ with suitable stability.

This was successful. The mean relative light intensity
increased from 14.3% to 21.6%, and now natural
regenerative growth is found throughout the stand.

The drop in temperature (from 5.8°C) was
starkly obvious in comparison to that in the
foothills, with snow still covering the ground in
late April. Interestingly, two distinct phenotypes
of Norway Spruce are easily observed –
differing adaptations to reduce snow and ice
damage during long winter periods with high
humidity and mean annual precipitation
(1340mm), much of which falls as snow.

Schleswig-Holstein 

Host: Peter Knierim (Forest District Manager)
Niebüll Youth Hostel was our base for the remainder

of the tour. Located just 10 km from the Danish
border it was an ideal base from which to visit the
Nordfriesland forest district, the northernmost of the
six forest districts of Schleswig-Holstein. Located
between the North Sea and the Baltic, soils are mostly
nutrient-poor fluvio-glacial sands with dunes and bogs
occurring frequently. Annual precipitation is 800-900
(400mm in the growing season), mean annual
humidity 83% and mean temperature during the
growing season of 13.7-14.0°C. 

Due to the exposed nature of the site, gales
present a significant hazard and the area was
badly affected in 1962, 1967 and most recently
1999 when around 10,000m3 damage was
caused by windthrow and windsnap. Most of the
damage was scattered, affecting large specimens in
the single tree selection stands. Managing 8,400ha of
woodland, all the state forest districts of Schleswig-
Holstein follow the principles of continuous cover
forestry. 

Johannes
Thierry (left)
and Axel
Pampe
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These uneven-aged mixed stands of conifers (56%)
and broadleaves (44%) managed under individual tree
selection systems are known in Germany as Plenter
Forests and are recognised as being of special
importance. Timber production remains an important
objective with a total annual harvest volume of
26,000m3, together with ensuring near natural forest
development, conservation of the forest ecosystem
and afforestation where woodland cover is low. 

Average woodland cover in Germany is 29%,
ranging from 42.1% to 10.3% here. The target is for
12% and, when struggling to plant 1000ha/annum
due to budgetary constraints, this target is going to
take around 100 years. Schleswig-Holstein was
densely wooded until medieval times when much of
the resource began to be exploited for the
construction of dykes, housing and boat building,
iron and glass production. 

Our first stop was at the local forest area of
Suderlugum, afforested by Karl and Wilheim
Emeis in the late 19th century having previously
been heathland. Observing little success with
previous schemes involving direct seeding into
unprepared ground, they carried out intensive soil
preparation of 20,000 ha in total. 

This horse driven and steam powered deep
ploughing penetrated the ironpan, improving the
moisture holding capacity and the nutrient regime in
the upper soil. Ahead of their time, they were
convinced that success lay in planting a mix of
conifer and broadleaf species to create a more stable
stand and to observe which species would be most
suited to this site which is heavily influenced by the
North Sea. 

The mixtures used included mountain Pine, Norway
Spruce, Silver Fir, Scots Pine, White Spruce, Corsican
Pine, Lodgepole Pine, Beech, Pedunculate Oak, Red
Alder, Birch, Poplar and Willow. The species that
remain today include Norway Spruce, Larch, Silver
Fir, Douglas Fir, Scots Pine, Pedunculate Oak, Beech

and a small amount of other broadleaves. 
Afforestation continued particularly on non-viable

agricultural land and mainly with Sitka Spruce,
Japanese Larch and Norway Spruce. These older
stands are undergoing gradual transformation to
mixed conifer/broadleaf by underplanting with Beech.
This mixed Silver Fir/Beech woodland, maximum age
108 years is managed by single tree target diameter
harvesting with some thinning operations to promote
broadleaves and Silver Fir and is close to an ideal
structure. Target diameter harvesting creates
canopy gaps necessary for natural regeneration
and local experience has shown that, providing
good seed trees are present, Silver Fir
regeneration will come through eventually but
requires patience. Combined with control of the
roe deer population and occasional protection
of Silver Fir leader buds with sheep wool, no
under-planting is necessary thus increasing cost
effectiveness.

The next stop was at a mixed stand of conifer and
broadleaf aged 98 years. With approximately
170m3/ha standing volume and an annual increment
of 6.5m3/ha, target diameter harvesting is mainly of
Sitka Spruce and Larch, favouring the Silver Fir and
broadleaves. The adjacent stand of 95 year old Sitka
Spruce, Larch and Norway Spruce is showing signs of
die-back, in particular the Sitka Spruce which is more
sensitive to water shortages affecting this area and the
effects of increasing levels of atmospheric nitrogen. 

Management guidelines are being designed in
accordance with the Flora/Fauna/Habitat Programme
and with a final objective of Silver Fir/Beech
woodland allowing some Sitka Spruce/Larch/Norway
Spruce regeneration as long as proportions of 60/40
broadleaf/conifer are maintained. 

The final stop of the day was at a site planted in the
early 1990s with mixed broadleaves (80%) and mixed
broadleaves/conifer (5%) with 10%-30% open areas for
natural succession. This has the added advantage of
saving money on planting stock and planting
operations and increases biodiversity by providing a
variety of habitats. Non-woodland includes
marshlands, water, dry meadow and unmanaged areas
(15%). Formerly agricultural land, the objective was to
create a large and continuous forested area and today
this now extends to approximately 240ha. The project
was only made possible through co-funding by the
European union and has changed the character of the
local landscape considerably. Site preparation involved
deep ploughing and planting of winter rye to compete
with other ground vegetation, prevent drying out of
soil and act as a preferred food source for voles.
These areas are protected by deer fencing as it is
usual for hunting rights to belong to others and
therefore numbers cannot be controlled by other
means. Frost is a severe problem here with only
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July and August frost-free and competing ground
vegetation is also an issue, so an assortment of
species has been used with this in mind. Faster
growing Birch and Alder are planted to offer
protection from frost, shade out competition from
ground vegetation and provide the cover that Beech
needs to thrive. 

Alder also acts as a nitrogen fixer and the
timber can command a good price for kitchen
furniture. After problems with Silver Fir on open
ground, Sitka Spruce was planted as a nurse and will
be removed when it begins to compete. The fifteen-
year-old stems have been subject to tending cuts to
regulate the mixture proportions and a thinning
operation to respace. Future thinnings will be carried
out to release the overstorey and regulate
proportions. 

Final Thoughts
In September 2005, I was fortunate enough to be

funded by Woodland Heritage to attend the
Continuous Cover Forestry Group overseas tour to
Switzerland. This was my first real experience of CCF
having been introduced to it during my first year of a
BSc in Forestry and Woodland Management and I
have subsequently developed a passion for its
principles and systems.

To be able to join staff and students from Bangor

University on their annual CCF tour to Germany and
once again be the recipient of a Garthwaite Travel
Bursary was a huge privilege for myself and also my
fellow student and co-author Doug Pickup. 

This North-west German tour was very
intensive with many visits over a wide area.
Each day had a full itinerary with much
information to be absorbed and many thought
provoking discussions. 

Both Doug and myself learnt a huge amount in
our time away and look forward to being able to
apply this knowledge in both our studies and
future careers. 

We would like to extend our grateful thanks to
Woodland Heritage for their very generous
assistance and support, without which our
attendance would not have been possible. Thank
you also to Dr Arne Pommerening and Martin
Price from Bangor University, and the Forestry
and Research Staff of Lower Saxony and
Schleswig-Holstein for their tremendous
organisation and hospitality. ■

e Garthwaite Travel Bursary

Natural regeneration of Sitka Spruce

STOP PRESS
On January 18th 2007 a violent storm hit northern

Germany with devastating effect, in particular in
North Rhine-Westphalia. It is highly likely that the
forests described in the preceding article have been
hit very hard. Reports are still sketchy while
German foresters seek to evaluate the damage. 

This photograph was received from Baron Alhard
von dem Bussche-Kessel, the marvellous host to
the East Anglian division of the Royal Forestry
Society, who visited his estate near Ludenscheid –
and many others under his guidance, in northern
Germany a few years ago.

The Baron’s magnificent forests have been
devastated and the whole landscape has changed.
He estimates that he had 70,000m3 blown down
consisting mainly of Norway Spruce, equivalent to
4.5 times his average annual production.
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Woodland Heritage on the Move!

Gavin Munro on the left (with knees exposed) and David Rice, represented Woodland Heritage and
BIHIP at the Royal Welsh Show during the summer

Thanks to the support of the newly-formed CONFOR organisation, which has united British forestry
interests, Woodland Heritage have been offered space in their large marquee at all their events this year.

The

Researched, written and produced by volunteers 
for all who share their interest in trees and woodlands.

News, features and forthcoming events for tree enthusiasts

www.dendrologist.org.uk

For a complimentary copy of our Quarterly Newsletter 
please send A4 SAE to:

TheDendrologist
PO BOX 341
CHESHAM

BUCKS
HP5 2RD

~ DENDRO DAY 2nd March 2008  ~
(Always the First Sunday In March)

Do any late planting, if ground not frosty or waterlogged
Examine tree ties, loosen or remove as necessary
Note tree work you cannot complete today to finish later
Damaged branches after winter weather, should be pruned
Remedy any loosening of soil around all new tree planting
Organise your calendar to enjoy, care and learn about trees

In September 2006, the Forestry & Timber Association integrated
with the Confederation of Forest Industries to become the lead

representative body for the forest industries from nursery to
wood processor.

One of the many membership benefits is the biennial South West
Woodland Show, which in 2007 is to be held on 14 September at
Exeter racecourse and adjoining FC woodlands.This year’s show

will have a focus on climate change mitigation.

Working machinery demonstrations
Horse-logging and woodland crafts 
Suppliers of tools and equipment
Nurseries and planting products

Colleges and training organisations
Forest managers and contractors 
Wildlife and conservation bodies

A great chance to see all that’s new and there is free entry for
members, so why not join now?

We look forward to seeing you.

Secretary, Leslie Woodhead, tel: 01803 864635
lesliewoodhead@talk21.com

ConFor HQ 5 Dublin St Lane South, Edinburgh EH1 3PX 
Tel: 0131 538 7111 www.confor.org.uk
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The Silky Sugoi 360mm
Professional Arborist saw
certainly lives up to its
name! Sugoi means
incredible in Japanese.
The telescopic Silky Hayate
is designed specifically for
heavy duty high pruning.
Available in 3 lengths, the longest will let you reach almost
8 metres.

Silky Fox Saws, Foxley Estate Office,
Mansel Lacy, Hereford HR4 7HQ

Tel: 01981 590224  Fax: 01981 590355
www.silkyfox.co.uk

The world’s finest pruning saws from

HayateHayauchi

High pruning adds value

For readable, 

clear 

technical 

advice...

...use our 
widely 
acclaimed, 
waterproof durable leaflets.

Sugoi

PRUNING MADE EASY !
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...

TRESKE are proud to be responsible

for the furnishing of the latest addition

to Ripon Cathedral in North Yorkshire:

the Chapel of Justice and Peace.

Designed by Beate Neumerkel and

Patrick Crawford, of Caroe and

Partners the Cathedral Architects,

the altar table, chairs and altar rail are

made from solid oak sections held

together by bronzed steel.

The hardwoods used by Treske for

special commissions in churches,

libraries, schools and boardrooms,

and for their craftsman-made bespoke

solid hardwood furniture and kitchens,

all come from sustainable forests.

Treske has over thirty years experience

of working with architects and

designing in-house for a wide range 

of discerning clients.

Treske,The Maltings,

Station Works,Thirsk,

North Yorkshire YO7 4NY

Tel: 01845 522770  

Fax: 01845 522692  

www.treske.co.uk

New chapel for an ancient cathedral
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