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Tree growing is very much at the
heart of Woodland Heritage. When
we first started in 1993 we declared

that one of our aims was to “help double
the tree cover in the UK”. A rather
ambitious aim for a small charity with very
limited resources !

We always knew that the number of
trees we could directly plant ourselves
would be modest, but we saw our role as
persuading other organisations capable of
planting large numbers of trees, to do so
in such a way that “tree planting” became
“tree growing”. Careful site selection and
ground preparation, the right species and
provenance, proper spacing, fencing,
weed control and formative pruning are
all absolute essentials. Sadly in the UK,
many of the trees recently planted are
failing.

In Britain we are becoming ever more
dependent on timber imports – often from
countries not managing their forest
resource in a sustainable way.

Our way is sustainable.
On page 3 you can read about “Walter’s

Wood” – an exemplar of how to grow
trees the Woodland Heritage way. We are
confident of success and will continue to
report on the progress of this model
planting project every year from now on.

It does often strike me that many of our
members are of “senior years”. Many are
like Walter or indeed, our late Patron,
Peter Garthwaite OBE – they dedicate
their lives to woodlands and trees and
become invaluable sources of experience
and knowledge.

But, what happens when they are gone ?
To whom will they pass on their priceless
knowledge and wisdom ? Where are the
young Walters and Peters ? Are we in

touch with them ? Are they Members ?
We believe deeply in the need for a

continuity of management of
woodlands that transcends
generations. And, this is why we attach
such value to our educational bursaries 
for young foresters such as Ben Orford,
Rachel Lawrence, Charles Gittins, Chris
Reynolds...... and many others
past and present, because
they are the future. n

Lewis. J. Scott

Cartoon courtesy of Private Eye Magazine

“Getting back to our roots”
Walter Start
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Double Field Day 2004!
Saturday 19th June – Miserden Estate Woodlands, near Stroud, Glos 

(by kind invitation of Major Tom Wills DL)
We will see the mobile sawmill in operation and a skilled cabinet maker at work.

Sunday 20th June a.m. – The Ebsworth Estate near Stroud
(by kind invitation of John Workman OBE)

Sunday 20th June p.m. – The Westonbirt Arboretum
(by kind invitation of the Forestry Commission)

Why not stay and make a weekend of it ? Don’t miss the chance to
walk in the amazing Ebsworth Woods on Sunday morning with the

vastly experienced John Workman. 

Roger Richardson 
– a profile of our new Trustee

R oger’s entire working
career was with his
family’s furniture

manufacturing firm, Beaver
& Tapley, makers of
modern high quality
cabinets. His wood
connection is therefore
more that of a user rather
than a treeman. He joined
the company in 1956 after
Rugby School, National
Service in the Navy and
Christ’s College Cambridge.
From then until 1998 when
he sold the firm he was
successively dogsbody, sales
manager, managing director
and chairman. He was
always responsible for every aspect of the
annual catalogue and even now he misses
this and the design management side of
running the business. He was not a natural
salesman and is happy no longer to have to
deal with retail customers !

In 1960 Roger became a
Liveryman of the Worshipful
Company of Furniture
Makers. He was elected to
the Court in 1971 and was
Master in 1988. As such he
initiated a number of
reforms to the Company’s
structure. Now, as a Past
Master and Trustee, he is
still heavily engaged with
the WCFM. He brings this
experience as well as that
of his trade career to
Woodland Heritage.

His leisure activities now
are sailing (he owns a 35ft
ketch), travel, birdwatching,
wine and music. Earlier,

1956 to 1970, he was a very active member
of the Royal Naval Reserve spending his
annual fortnights and more as C.O. of a
(wooden !) minesweeper – “Probably the
most consistently enjoyable of my several
past activities.”

Editor
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Walter Start is at the top of the
tree professionally and in
December 2003, to mark 50

years managing the Froyle woodlands and
56 years in the forestry industry, a new
wood was planted in his name.

Woodland Heritage has planted the 
two-and-a-quarter acres of oaks (Walter’s
favourite tree) on land belonging to the
Froyle Estate in honour of the 79-year
old’s half century of woodland
management.

Walter came to Froyle with his wife
Mavis in 1953, when he was given the job
of forester on the 3,000-acre estate, which
was then owned by Lord Mayor Treloar
College. With about 600 acres of
unmanaged woodland, Walter had his
work cut out.

“Nothing had been done on the estate
except felling mature trees. There was no replanting
or anything like that, so in conjunction with the
Forestry Commission I drew up a management plan.”

That plan included which trees to keep, which
to fell and a replanting strategy based on the
form of the tree, its age and size.

Since those early days, Walter has carved out a fine
reputation in the world of forestry in North
Hampshire and he’s served on numerous national and
regional forestry committees, won a number of

prestigious awards for his work, among them several
for woodlands planted in Froyle and one for work at
Noar Hill near Selbourne, and since 1971, he has
been in demand as a forestry consultant. In 1983 he
was awarded the MBE for his services to forestry and
the recent tribute is a further indication of the great
respect he enjoys. “I feel it is a great honour and I
didn’t really expect it,” he says.

The Froyle Estate, now owned by a private trust, is
used regularly for shooting and Walter’s forestry plans
always take into account the interests of the sport.

“I work closely with the keepers
over the layout of young wood,
woodlands rides and I co-operate
with the head game-keeper on
where release pens are to be.
There’s no tension between us.  It’s
much easier to co-operate than to
argue. I know what he requires and
he knows what I want.”

Although less hands-on these days,
Walter is still very involved and
recently worked with the Forestry
Commission to draw up a 20-year
plan for the Froyle Estate woodlands.

Offering the chance for more
continuity, it was, he says 18 months
of hard work but a very worthwhile
exercise. “I’ve never got up in the
morning dreading to go to work.  It’s
a vocation and I love and enjoy what
I do.” Walter will never retire – it
goes against the grain.

WALTER GETS HIS VERY OWN WOOD

Paul Lindon of Smith Woolley (managers of the estate) joins Lewis Scott
(centre) and Walter for the opening ceremony.

Walter cuts the tape to open his deer-proof plantation.
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R ound Wood on the Froyle
Estate near Alton (Hants)
covers a mere five acres.

With clay, flint and loam over
chalk the 168m high site offers an
attractive skyline feature easily
visible above the busy A31.

Walter Start has managed
Froyle’s total of 600 acres of
woodlands since 1953.  His
management objective is simple:
“to grow oak on a 70-75 year
rotation to produce 3.4 metre
veneer quality butts.” With six
competition wins under his belt in
15 years, plus a successful sales
record, the wood shows how a
small woodland, if managed, can
produce a profitable timber crop,
be visually attractive and
environmentally friendly.

When he arrived on the estate Walter was
confronted by a neglected former coppice-with-oak
standards woodland.

Following hand-weeding during 1957-62 and
cleaning five years later, Round Wood’s first thinning
and high-pruning operation took place in 1970.
Pruning in subsequent years (with final crop selection
in 1983) led to the 8th and penultimate thinning
operation in 1994. The final thinning was delayed
until 2001, finally winning The Mallinson Trophy at
the Royal Show in 2002. The rest of the oak crop
would now grow to maturity, leaving only 5% of the
larch introduced as its nurse.

The violent storms of October 1987 and January
1990 disrupted thinning schedules and so Walter
undertook only light thinning and wind-blow
clearance for a time.

Today on entering the plantation the visitor is
instantly impressed by the quality of the oak
stretching straight, symmetrical and high pruned
up into the sky, topped by well-formed crowns.

Round Wood, in size and position, is similar to
thousands of small lowland woods. It has already
made a good income from recent thinnings and the
final crop should provide a major boost to estate
finances.

It is a fine example of what can be achieved by
farmers and landowners of small woodlands. “You 
do not have to have 100 acres: you can achieve a
viable operation with five”, says Walter. And he 
should know ! n

“To grow oak on a 70-75 year rotation
to produce 3.4m veneer quality butts”

Walter stands with his son and grandchildren – 3 generations together.



The Site 
A hectare of agricultural land at the top of a southwest slope became available after the wheat harvest. Its
elevation was 150 metres and was basically clay with flint over chalk.  Despite a dry summer it was not
necessary to rip the ground because the rain came at the right time. The stubble was free of weeds and did
not need to be sprayed.  

Time of Planting 
It is preferable to plant in mid-November when the soil retains its moisture and temperature. This helps
newly planted trees to establish their roots, whereas in January, the soil is cold and at risk of being lifted by
frost.

The Oak Provenances 
Rather than put “all our eggs in one basket,” four different types (see illustrations) were chosen. It will be very
interesting to see whether the stronger Dutch oak from Zevenaar will out-perform the three English varieties.
The local Hampshire stock from the Lockerley Estate should do well, whereas the Suffolk oaks may not like
the conditions.  

The Plants 
All were 40/60cms high, bare rooted stock, 1 + 1.  

Time Spacing and Design 
The preferred spacing was 1.8m x 1.8m, giving 425 trees for each provenance, in different blocks. These were
separated by 5 metre rides. Hampshire Woodlands planted all 1,700 trees informally, ensuring no straight lines.
The work was carried out by one skilled  man in six days.  

The Tree Guards 
Self-expanding spiral guards with canes will protect
the trees against voles and chemical spray drift.   

The Special Fencing 
Wessex Woodlands provided their very best quality
Deer/Rabbit fencing, with CCA treated soft wood
stakes and strainers. (Deer netting = 13 x 190 x 15
LHT.  Rabbit netting = 1050 x 31 x 19 g.) The fence
was 6 feet high and came with a 4 foot wide self-
closing gate. 

n
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Walter stands beside his deer and rabbit proof fence.

Walter’s Way of Planting
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Iwas deeply honoured to be asked if I would go to
America to teach green woodworking skills and
furniture making, to Native Americans called the

Hupa Indians.
I had spent three years at Clissett wood, in

Herefordshire doing a special Phillip Clissett memorial
apprenticeship, learning traditional furniture making
and greenwood crafts from some of the countries
leading experts, Mike Abbott and Gudrun Leitz.
Steve Betts taught me all the woodland crafts and
management skills. This was combined with a college
course learning cabinet making and design, so Chloe
Darling, who asked me to go to Hoopa, obviously
thought that I would have enough skills to pass on to
the Indians.

Woodland Heritage were a great help in
raising funds, it was even nicer that Woodland
Heritage could support me because they had
been a great help in my apprenticeship. The other
great support was from The Association of Pole Lathe
Turners of which I am a member. Their committee
said they were willing to support me. The really
touching part was when the actual members
themselves started sending me donations, some I had
never actually met, but they had heard of me and
they wanted to help.

My biggest worry was the fact I would be carrying
lots of tools to donate to the tribe. To airport security
they must look like a small arsenal of weaponry, but
the airline assured me that as long as they were not
power tools it would be no problem ! So as my
summer shows came to an end I packed up my tools,
shut up my workshop and set off for Hoopa.  

The flight was great, looking out of the window I
saw the whole length of Britain, Iceland, Greenland,
Canada, the Rocky Mountains and the top of the
United States – breath taking.  I had to change at San
Francisco and get on a tiny little plane that took me
400 miles north to Eureka where I was met by Bella
Peralta, George Blake and Nick, a fellow Englishman.
They made me feel really at home straight away.

George was the local Indian artist who I was
going to be living and working with and who
had organised the workshop from the American
end. George is half Hupa and half Yurok Indian.
He is a fine artist in many materials – wood,
ceramics, leather, stone, antler – and makes the
most fantastic silver jewellery that he has sold
to many celebrities.

George’s home and studio was about an hours
drive from Eureka through very dramatic country but
when we got to the Hoopa valley it was dark. I woke
to a beautiful sunny day and went down to the
Trinity River that flowed through the Hoopa valley. It
was a fantastic spot for a workshop – about 50 feet
below George’s studio in a grove of maples and oaks
overlooking the river.

There were already some lathes and shave horses
there, made by Richard Perry, a green woodwork
teacher from Ruskin Mill in Gloucestershire. He had
gone out there a year before for 12 days and had
started the tribe’s interest in pole lathe and chair
making techniques. Richard had made a great start
and what he had achieved in that short time was
brilliant. George and myself went on the search for
timber of which there was plenty. The reservation
that we were on was about 20 square miles with
many different softwoods and lots of Oaks and
Maples to choose from, so we soon had a truck full
for the workshop. 

Bella and George had spread the word about the
Englishman coming to teach woodwork so he had
a “select few” for the course. He wanted keen,
more mature people learning some serious skills
and they in turn would be able to help the youths. 

I was met by our team of recruits: A retired forester
called Butch, who had been felling timber all his life
but had never actually used the material. Thomas, a
38 year old lad who had a lot of hardship in his life,
but had became very strong and enthusiastic about

BEN ORFORD’S TRIP TO USA

Adam (Wise Owl) splitting a maple log for his stool.
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craft. Adam was the youngest at only 18, but once
motivated was keen enough. Fealine was also doing
woodwork with us, although she could only come
round in the evenings and at weekends. Blakey and
Michael made smaller items on the pole lathe when
they came home from school. 

I started by showing them the basics in working
with green wood and got them making small stools
so they could get some idea of having to make all the
components and then having to let them
dry before assembly. It also gave me an
opportunity to see their skill level. Although
they were learning the traditional
techniques they were keen on using their
power tools, so we combined the modern
with the old, as they kept saying, “We are
21st century Indians”. As the weeks went
on they had made lots of components
for their project and we had a fantastic
pile of parts all around the wood
burner, drying out.  

It was in the last week that we really
concentrated on the assembly. Thomas had
made two large dining tables with fantastic
free-form legs of oak, one with a big sugar
pine top and one using a cedar plank his
grandfather had got from the sawmill he
used to work at. He had made enough legs
and components for three more tables and
enough stool legs to seat the whole of
Hoopa ! Butch had made a nice little
table/stool and a large coffee table and then

in the last week, had decided he wanted to make his
granddaughter a little chair for her Christmas present.
Fealine had concentrated on making a rocking chair.
George had managed to make lots of stools and a
low table and one nice chunky armchair from sugar
pine, which he wanted to promote the use of. (All
this was made in-between him making his jewellery
and jobs in the tribe itself.)

I myself had almost completed two chairs to leave
as ideas and inspiration. With the skills they had
learned and with a bit of hard work there was
furniture in the trees all around for them in the
future. We had also managed to get two more lathes
built, plus a steamer, another horse and some box
bellows for tool making.  We were even working up
until I left for the airport!  It looked great when we
got all the produce together for the group photo.

I would just like to thank all the people at this end
who made my trip possible – especially Woodland
Heritage and everyone in the Hoopa reservation who
could not have made my trip anymore enjoyable if
they had tried.    n

Ben Orford

Left to right: Ben, Fealine, Butch, Thomas and George Blake, the
local artist.

Thomas Blake turning maple legs for his stool.

It was amazing how quick the time went,
and how welcome they made me feel.  It was a
very emotional trip and leaving was really
sad.  It is difficult for me to put into words
what a fantastic experience it was, and the
things we did together. I think I made a good
start in passing on the techniques, but it
would be great to go out there next year to
follow on the training.  Butch, Thomas and the
others said they wanted me to come back.

Editor: The future of British forestry lies in the hands of Ben
and his generation of enthusiastic and knowledgeable
woodworker/foresters
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L ancashire based company Howarth and
Jepson, fine furnishers of Clitheroe, 
have launched their own unique

Environmental Charter.
Jeremy and Maggie Howarth (directors of

Howarth and Jepson) have joined a growing
body of people concerned with the welfare of
our diminishing resource – wood! By launching
this Charter, which takes the form of a cash
donation equating to 1% of the company’s
annual sales revenue and showroom space for
prototype and finished products created from
local wood, they hope to succeed in closing
the circle from raw material to customer and
thus fulfil Woodland Heritage’s underlying
charitable theme of ‘uniting the tree grower
with the wood user.’

Woodland Heritage, which was established in
1993 by Peter Goodwin of furniture
manufacturers Titchmarsh and Goodwin – and
Lewis Scott, first came to Jeremy’s attention 8
years ago, through his contact with them in the
trade. “I had an immediate affinity with
this company and what it was trying to
achieve. The good work that they do and
their commitment to help sustain a
growing legacy for future generations is to

be commended. They have done much to
educate the industry, customers and
consumers with regards to sustainable
woodland management and its end use,”
said Jeremy.

Therefore, it will probably come as no
surprise to learn that this registered charity will
become one of the benefactors of the Howarth
and Jepson woodland Environmental Charter.
And, as a mark of mutual respect to Jeremy
and others in the Lancashire area and what
they are trying to achieve, Philip Johnson, from
Titchmarsh and Goodwin (and thus Woodland
Heritage), was on hand to receive a copy of
the charter and pledge the charity’s on-going
support for its future aims.

Others in attendance, who also received a
copy of the charter, were Andrew Berry of 
H.J. Berry and Sons Ltd of Chipping and David
Brackley of Lancashire Woodlands Projects,
both of whom have been instrumental in many
local woodland initiatives.  

The Environmental Charter, created by
Jeremy and Maggie Howarth, will go a long
way to ensuring that these prototype products
created by Berry’s of Chipping, in conjunction
with the Lancashire Woodlands Projects, are

given maximum public
exposure within their
showrooms, based on Pendle
Road, Clitheroe. 

As for the financial part
of this Charter, it will be
dedicated to woodland
replanting projects and 
the training of
arboriculturalists, which,
once again, forms a major
part of Woodland
Heritage’s work. With their
commitment to this cause,
now so firmly in place, Jeremy
and Maggie Howarth can,
unreservedly say that they are
basing the company’s ethical
and environmental stance on
Woodland Heritage’s motto,
that of ‘Action not Words.’ n

Two Companies Committed to “Putting Something Back”
Howarth & Jepson – Fine Furnishers

Philip Johnson (left), Jeremy Howarth, Andrew Berry and David Brackley.
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d to “Putting Something Back”
Harry Stebbing – Furniture Maker

T his small Norfolk company prides itself
on its attention to detail and a
determination to do as little harm to the

environment as is possible.
Taking extraordinary care to use renewable

organic oil for finishing their garden furniture
and ensuring that their notice boards have
internally boarded granular rubberised sheet
material (made from re-cycled trainers !) are
just some examples.

English Oak is their main timber which they
source with much care from local estates where
replanting and aftercare are second nature. 

But this was still not enough for Harry and
Pam Stebbing. They approached Woodland
Heritage to specifically plant one oak tree
for every item of furniture which is sold.

“I can count on Woodland Heritage to carry
out our wishes properly. Their attention to
detail mirrors our own and we are happy to
make regular donations to this excellent
Charity”, said Harry.

Peter Goodwin

We have long been dismayed at the apathy of furniture retailers and
timber traders – for their unwillingness to “put something back”. 
CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY is now a by-word and I wonder
whether consumers will soon withdraw their support from companies
who ignore their obligations? Editor

Harry hands over another cheque to Woodland
Heritage co-founder, Peter Goodwin.

Harry inspects “1 +1” East Anglian oak plants which
have been reserved for him.

‘‘ ’’
Harry’s generous contributions 
are out of all proportion to the 

size of his business
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In early October I took part in Mark Yorke’s
practical workshop entitled “Transforming 
even-aged plantations into diverse and 

uneven-aged forests and woods. An alternative 
to clear-felling.” The workshop combined classroom
teaching with field exercises and discussions on the
subject of Continuous Cover Forestry (CCF). It was
held in the Chilterns and focussed on broadleaves.
My attendance fee for the two and a half day event
was paid by Woodland Heritage. 

As part of my MSc in Resource Management I
have chosen to investigate the role that CCF could
play in the future of British forestry. At present UK
experience of CCF is rather limited, but interest in the
potential for its application is growing rapidly. The
common factor in all forms of CCF is the avoidance of
clear-felling (i.e. the cutting down of all trees on an
area greater than 0.25ha). The types of silvicultural
systems commonly used in CCF include single tree
selection, group selection, and irregular shelterwood.
During the workshop we discussed the relative merits
of each of these types of system as well as the species
and circumstances to which they are best suited. 

The field exercises stimulated much debate and
highlighted the fact that CCF is not a precise science
that prescribes standardised solutions for any given
scenario. In CCF, the ability to respond to changes in
the forest (for example to fell selected canopy trees in
response to areas of established natural regeneration)
is as important as the ability to instigate changes (for
example by interventions such as thinning). CCF is
most likely to be successful where a manager can
take a long term approach and can adapt
management plans when necessary as the results of
previous treatments become apparent.

In addition to Mark’s teaching and field exercises,
two invited speakers shed light on different aspects of
CCF. Ralph Harmer of Forest Research led a
presentation and discussion session on factors
affecting the natural regeneration of broadleaved
species. CCF will often only be financially viable
where natural regeneration can be relied upon
as the primary method of restocking. An
understanding of these factors and of how to
manipulate them is therefore crucial to the
success of CCF.

Rik Pakenham, an independent forestry consultant,
illustrated the arguments he uses to persuade his
clients to adopt CCF on their land and talked briefly
about the issue of certification. Rik also led a field-
based discussion on the purpose of monitoring in
CCF and explained the methods he uses.

The workshops serve as a very useful introduction
to CCF for novices such as myself and provide an
arena for discussion for those with more experience.
Mark has been running these courses for about 10
years and normally runs several each year at various
locations throughout the UK. The workshops cover
either broadleaved or coniferous forests, depending
on their location (details are on the Continuous 
Cover Forestry 
Group website
www.ccfg.org.uk).
n

Mark Yorke’s Continuous Cover
Forestry Workshops 

by Rachel Lawrence

“PRUNING TO ENHANCE
TIMBER QUALITY”
~  A ‘FULL DAY IN THE FIELD’ ~

Powis Castle Estate
Nr.Welshpool, Powis

Friday 18th June 2004

organised by the

For further details please contact:
Mark Yorke F.I.C.For.

Tyddyn-Bach, Llanegryn
Tywyn. LL36 9UF

Tel/Fax: 01654 712075
email: mark.yorke@amserve.com 

Cost - FTA non members £15
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Yorkshire has a proud reputation for growing
some of the best quality hardwood timber in
the UK. But growing broadleaves to produce

quality timber requires good silviculture, with timely
and appropriate management techniques, from
planting at the right spacing to formative pruning
and thinning of the final crop. These operations are
frequently inexpensive to undertake and can show a
positive return on time invested.  

In conjunction with Woodland Heritage and the
Forestry Commission, YORWOODS set up a series of
low-cost workshops to highlight these and other
broadleaved silviculture techniques. The workshops
are held on the Farnley Estate, near Otley. A total of
nine one day workshops have been organised of
which six have been completed. These are:

1 Planting and Establishment 
2 Early Formative Pruning 
3 Early Thinning and High Pruning 
4 Managing Neglected Woodlands 
5 Mid-Rotation Management 
6 Selecting and Felling for the Market 

With the following still to be held:
7 Alternative Quality Crops
8 Uneven Aged Woodlands
9 Growing Broadleaves in a Community Woodland

The sessions have been lead by Keith
Rawling, an experienced forester, with the
emphasis on practical application of the
theory “in the forest”. 

Although suitable for anybody with an interest in
woodland management, the workshops have been
ideal for those with a basic understanding of general
silviculture but who want to improve their
knowledge with respect to growing quality
broadleaves. Twenty people have registered on the
course, all of whom have found the sessions
extremely useful. The professional backgrounds of
the attendees vary greatly with experienced estate
foresters, land agents, woodland owners and
enthusiasts all coming along to learn something new.

n

YORWOODS, 3-4 The Courtyard, Sycamore Business
Park, Dishforth Road, Copt Hewick, Ripon, North
Yorkshire HD4 5DF. www.yorwoods.org.uk
Tel: 01765 609355.

A fine stand of sycamore on the Farnley Hall Estate,
where the courses are held.

Delegates assess tree spacing before marking stems for
thinning.

Growing Broadleaves for Quality Timber 
A programme of practical silvicultural training to improve the

timber quality of broadleaved woodlands.
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One of the aims of the Woodland Heritage is
to promote the good use of British Timber
and “CHAIRS 2004” will highlight this

aspect at their International Chairmakers
Symposium. Three of the nine eminent speakers
will give talks broadly along this very subject, and
then the makers will be able to discuss the
importance together later. Meanwhile all the
delightfully different chairs of the 150 or so makers
will make an outstanding exhibition for the public
to enjoy. 

This is all taking place at The National Arboretum,
Westonbirt, near Tetbury, Gloucestershire. May is a
particularly attractive time of year to visit the
Arboretum to see the fresh new leaves, flowering
shrubs and the multitude of wild flowers.

All the chairs in the exhibition will be amazingly
different and the two illustrated show very different
approaches to the use of English Hardwoods.

The ‘Hurricane’ chair was inspired by the
hurricane storms in 1987 when vast numbers of
trees were blown over one dreadful night. Many
different good things came out of that bad blow
including the use by furniture designers and
makers, Senior and Carmichael who live and
work in Surrey where so many trees came down.

They had the brilliant idea to design a chair made
from about seven different woods to tremendous
effect. Rather than detracting from the lovely, simple
outline, the variety of timbers adds great interest to
their special chair. Even in 2003 they are still able to
utilise these precious timbers to make their
‘Hurricane’ chairs. The chair owners must be able
to test their friends and relations as they offer them
a seat, about their knowledge of woods, even those
well versed in different timbers must enjoy seeing
them assembled in such a delightful way.

The beautifully sculptured Pondlife bench made
by Philip Koomen attracts observers to go and
stroke the sinewy ‘reeds’ surrounding an inviting
cedar wood seat. And having sat on it, the person is
comfortably enveloped by the carved sweet
chestnut fingers. Philip, who is one of the speakers
at “CHAIRS 2004”, says he became aware that we
are not managing our own environment and natural
resources responsibly after the Rio Summit in 1992.
He believes that a balance between timber
production and conservation is essential to good
woodland management practice, and so tries to
source his timber locally. Finding a market for
neglected timber often produces inspiring pieces of
furniture and he finds his clients are delighted to
know that the piece has local provenance. The
sweet chestnut ‘reeds’ are a point in case as those
semi-matured stems would have been just waste,
but with clever carving they make an outstanding
garden or conservatory ornament.

These are just two totally different chairs made
from English hardwoods. Visitors will be able to
delight in seeing wonderful examples of the
use of good wood at “CHAIRS 2004” when we
expect well over 100 on view for the public to
admire and hopefully order in May.

In previous editions of this Journal you will have
noted articles about Gudrun Leitz, Tino Rawnsley
and Ben Orford in their various roles. Gudrun is
one of the Speakers at the Symposium bringing
her depth of knowledge of the use of timber, not
only for her own furniture, but also through teaching
100’s of pupils to make their own chairs. She has“Pondlife” bench by Philip Koomen.

CHAIRS 2004

W E S T O N B I R T
1st - 3rd May 2004
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been a great inspiration to many, including young
Ben Orford who is featured in another article in this
Journal. Tino Rawnsley (who has also travelled in
America) will bring a chair and his considerable
knowledge and skills to the event.

For further information whether you are a
Chairmaker or interested in the Exhibition,
please see the website www.chairs2004.org.uk,
email chairsin2004@aol.com or phone 01285
642 476

The exhibition of CHAIRS will be from NOON
on Saturday 1st May – NOON on Monday 3rd of
May when there will be an auction of CHAIRS
starting with those from overseas.  The normal
charges for the Arboretum will be £6 per head but
Members of Woodland Heritage may mention the
W.H. at the entrance and their tickets will be £4.
The Exhibitions are free, including the Marquee
that will contain stands from Cheltenham Museum
(showing local Arts & Crafts Chairs) and Wycombe
Museum (showing early Windsors) and the
Regional Furniture Society and local Cotswold
Antique Dealers will exhibit other aspects of
earlier Chairs. n

Chloe Darling
The “Hurricane” Chair by Senior & Carmichael.

Promoting the sustainable management 
of broadleaved woodlands

WoodLots covers the Southeast of England and is a Weald
WoodNet initiative – its service promotes the sustainable
production and use of locally grown timber. Available both
as a magazine and website providing news, information,
features and free advertising to individuals, businesses and
organisations involved in the production and use of local
timber. You can buy or sell small parcels of timber and
timber products, promote your mobile sawmilling or
woodland management business, buy or sell wood-working
and forestry equipment, advertise a forthcoming woody
event and look for local employment and training
opportunities.

For your free copy please contact:

Jenny Martin
Weald WoodNet Information Officer

Tel: 01580 879552
email: jenny@woodnet.org.uk

www.woodnet.org.uk

English Oak
notice boards

Oak from locally
managed woodland.

Traditionally made.

Realistically priced.

Organic oiled finish.

Range also includes

Ecclesiastical furniture

Village signs

Hand carving

harry stebbing
eeyore’s house  great hockham  norfolk  ip24 1pe

phone/fax 01953 498766

e-mail noticeboards@harrystebbing.co.uk
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Over 200 members of the Association
of pole lathe turners (APT)
descended on Westonbirt Arboretum

over the weekend of 10th & 11th May 2003,
the gathering now in its 12th year was the
biggest yet. There were demonstrations of
hurdle making, goblet and lamhog turning,
steam bending, bushcraft and wheel
wrighting. Along with an exhibition of hand
made chairs and stools, proving that in this
mechanised age, hand made craftsmanship is
still alive and well in the APT at least.

The association which now has 550
members throughout the UK and a few
from overseas has become the leading
organisation in not just the ancient art
of the pole lathe but the whole spectrum
of green wood trades.

It is heartening that this resurgence of
interest in these rural skills has come just in
time to rescue much of this knowledge and
many of techniques before they were lost.

Robin Wood, Britain’s only professional pole lathe
bowl turner gave a fascinating talk on the history of
wood ware and showed many examples of the craft
from across Europe. Other highlights were the log to
leg race, in which competitors have to turn two
matching chair legs from a log racing against each
other. The champion Olvin Smith managed his pair 
in 11 minutes from log to leg.

Westonbirt with its great heritage of tree growing
and with so many fine specimens was a fitting setting
for the event and fully emphasised the link between
the tree and the chair in a very literal sense.

Membership of APT costs just £15 a year and
members receive the Bodgers gazette four times a

year as well as the
chance to network with
other greenwood
craftsmen and women
across the country.
Membership secretary 
is Richard Charles,
Hillock Cottage,
Buckland Common,
Tring, Hertfordshire,
HP23 6NQ. 

The 2004 get-
together will be 
at Kentwell Hall in
Suffolk. n

Wade Muggleton
(APT press Officer and

writes for Traditional
Woodworking

Magazine).

The Bodgers at Westonbirt

Check out the website at
www.bodgers.org.uk for plenty 
of pictures of the AGM and a host
of useful contacts and information
on all matters greenwood.

For the fourth year the annual Best in Show award
was sponsored by Woodland Heritage. This year it
was shared by Pete Wood (above left) for his Lovers
seat and Michail Schutte for his Stickback chair.
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T his Social Enterprise based in the Forest of Dean, was formed to create a local supply of
sustainably sourced timber for 62 local wood users. All were forced to buy timber from outside
the district – often foreign imports and frustrated at being unable to use local timber even

though they live in the largest oak forest in the British Isles !

They were determined to set up their own sawmill and kiln, so approached Woodland Heritage. The
two founders, Lewis Scott and Peter Goodwin, were so impressed with what Dean Oak had achieved
that a cheque was sent to purchase a secondhand Mobile TrekkaMill so that they could mill timber
more economically.  

The Dean Oak Company has acquired 70 tonnes of mixed logs including Walnut, Cedar of Lebanon,
Spalted Ash and Beech, Yew, Sycamore, Scots Pine and others. All the trees were sourced from the area
between Painswick & Gloucester and will now be milled to high standards by the members.

Woodland Heritage have invited the cooperative to take part in their field day at The Miserden Estate
this summer. The invitation has been accepted – a great opportunity for members to show off their skills
and talents at this premier location. n

Tim Orson, Dean Oak Co-operative. Tel: 01594 517313. 

WOODLAND HERITAGE HELP 
THE NEW DEAN OAK COOPERATIVE

Editor’s Note: We will be following this project closely and assessing the results in our
next issue. Meanwhile, we look forward to seeing the sawmill working at our Field Day on
the Miserden Estate.

The mobile saw arrives !
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Letters to the Editor ...

Dover, Kent

Dear Lewis 

Thank you for the latest journal and
congratulations on another absorbing read. Thanks
too for getting Alphaprint to send copies down –
they are in the shop and will hopefully help
recruit new members.

Thank you especially for the full page
advertisement which will surely generate interest. 
I hope our tiny contribution to Woodland Heritage
is of some recompense. 

Yours sincerely
David Bates
Stiles & Bates

Wimbledon SW19
Gentlemen

I was able to thank Peter Goodwin personally for
an excellent AGM last Saturday but would also like
to extend my appreciation to all the Trustees. It was
my first opportunity since joining to meet everyone
and it was most enjoyable and instructive.

The Journal had given me some idea of the
range of projects supported, but it was interesting
to hear of some first hand and also to realise that
new ideas are always sought. 
Yours sincerely
Ray Bradshaw

Wadhurst, Sussex

Dear Mr Scott

I am delighted with your letter and 
enclosures. Thank you very much. It is a matter
for congratulation to you and Peter Goodwin to
read through the latest list of members, and I have
been wondering how to assist in a ‘break-through’
in East Sussex where the numbers are on the
‘light’ side. We grow oak rather well in this part of
the country, as you well know.

The reason for writing is to ask you to send me
two copies of High Pruning, as I think it would
help me with the planting we have managed on
our few acres. Also, please another copy of
Formative Pruning, as my son who lives near at
Brenchley in Kent would profit from reading it. 
We already do some of the pruning correctly (the
fork).

Please will you tell me the cost and I will 
gladly send you a cheque for that with a 
donation. 

With kind regards
John Baddeley

Warminster,Wiltshire
Dear Belinda

Many thanks for all you sent. I enclose an
application form and a cheque to cover life
membership. I am 72.

My particular interest is pruning, especially a 70
acre plot of Beech, Sycamore, Cherry and Spanish
Chestnut. I have a theory that it is best to prune
every year. You have more walking to do, but the
branches are smaller.

I would be most grateful to discuss this with an
expert. 
Yours sincerely,
Henry Hoare

Excerpts from Peter Goodwin’s reply –
“The late James Blewitt (see Journal No. 8) was

the most enthusiastic high pruner I have ever
met.. James encouraged me to prune every year,
just like you do, to prevent epicormic shoots
lignifying into small branches.

I enclose a transcript from John Evelyn’s book
‘Silva’ – in particular the advice to prune every
summer. Evelyn advises us to keep at this work
for 3-4 years so that the shoots eventually die
back and cannot lignify.

James Blewitt found this to be absolutely correct
– although he preferred to first cut off the shoots
in mid-May and then return no later than mid-
July to finish them off.”
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Richard Chapman might be forgiven for 
rubbing his hands with glee in windy weather.
Plummeting trees suit his creative purposes

perfectly.
The woodturner’s Norfolk workshop lies amid

stocks of fallen timber bartered from local landowners
and firewood merchants or foraged from near and far.

In this converted farm smithy there are lumps of
blackened bog oak which like Celtic altars, were
buried for thousands of years until farmers snagged
tractors on them in the subsiding peat of the Fens.

Hunks of bright-red yew, grey ash and creamy elm
glint between stored stacks of box, plane, mulberry,
acacia, lilac, cherry and chestnut. All will be 
chopped or carved, hollowed, planed, burned, dyed
or polished – and even dried in the microwave – all
in the name of art.

Until a decade ago this labour of love was
essentially a hobby for a school games teacher whose
pupils included a future Olympic medal-winner for
hockey. But since moving full-time to woodturning,
Richard has carved himself a singular niche. Massive
platters, bowls and urns have flowed from his
workshop like wooden monuments.

The holy grail of woodturners is the black poplar.
Once planted across East Anglia for its fire-resistant
timber, this tree lost popularity two centuries ago and
began to die out. Today it’s extremely scarce and
highly protected. Male and female trees rarely grow

together – with the latter now reduced to just 500
examples among the 700 mature trees remaining in
Britain

But Richard recently struck lucky. “One tree was
observed over many years by a friend of mine as it
gradually acquired a dramatic lean over a busy road”
he says. “Finally with insurance claims looming,
permission was granted to fell it – into my hands!  
As a timber it is very wet, soft and abrasive.  When
turned, freshly felled, it’s like turning a handful of
wet string. With the sharpest tools and greatest care –
with hours of sanding and use of a hairdryer – the
finish resembles suede.”

Some of the most dramatic vases have been made
from spalted beech – trees attacked by fungus as they
die, spreading black, orange or green lines through
the wood like contours on ordnance survey maps. 

Trees, like all living things have a finite span of
existence – but Richard’s creative process saves age-
old wood for eternity. It turns nature into art.

With an eye for striking combinations of grain,
colour and burr; the expert woodturner also turns
faults into interesting features. When rare cracks
emerge during the production process they can be
incorporated into the design.  

Merging faults into flawless vessels, and blending
the ancient with the modern, Richard Chapman has
proved himself both an artisan and an artist. n

Ian Collins
Art critic, exhibition curator and author

“Turn ing Nature into Ar t”
An Appreciation of Richard Chapman

Richard shows the extraordinary beauty of a spalted
beech piece.
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The perception is still doing the rounds, that
transformation to continuous cover is costly
and hence people will not contemplate it

unless grant aid is forthcoming.
What does transformation involve within a young

even-aged planted stand, and why is it costly ?
As your readers may be aware, it essentially

involves undertaking initially, a cycle of thinnings
with a grade that is very similar to crown thinning.
(F.C. Information Note 2001 and Yorke 2001). The
first crown thinning is undertaken (ideally) after the
first mechanical thinning is completed, in order to
obtain initial access into the unbrashed stand at the
earliest age that can be silviculturally justified.

As a result, there is in most, but not all
circumstances, a net cost penalty arising out of this
first mechanical thin – and the subsequent first crown
thinning at the commencement of transformation, due
to the small mean tree size produced. This cost
penalty also invariably occurs if one is thinning a
comparable even-aged stand to the marginal
(management table) intensity i.e. a low thinning
grade. In fact, the potential cost penalty is increased
as a result of a smaller mean tree size being
produced from a low thinning compared with that
from a crown thinning at a similar age… (See
relevant F.C. yield models).

Therefore it is the decision (with associated future
benefits) to thin that may require financial assistance
to offset this initial cost, and not the decision per se,
to transform to continuous cover.

As the cycles of crown thinning progress and
the stand structure becomes more diverse, and
the age of onset of prolific seed production is
reached, ongoing natural regeneration begins to
establish within the stand.

The stand is now well on the way to being
transformed to the manager’s objectives and becomes
self-sustaining. The mean-tree size harvested steadily
increases until it reaches a consistent level, with a
maximum content of approximately 20 - 30% small
round wood depending upon circumstances.  

A proportion (or the total) of this may or may not
be more cost-effective to leave at stump. Assuming
that deer are under control and browsing levels are

acceptable and the tree canopy (at a variety of levels
from saplings to large trees) is maintained in order to
suppress competing ground vegetation and avoid
excessive and blanket regeneration of tree species,
what excessive net costs are involved that justify
additional grant aid ? Management time is surely no
greater than that involved primarily with net income-
generating thinning operations, employed skilled and
experienced forest craftsmen. The need for tending
operations (respacing, cleaning etc.. of regeneration)
is minimal as a result of some harvesting damage
combined with natural suppression and self-selection
and control of the canopy. The need for a range of
other costly operations associated with restocking
after clear fell is eliminated.

In conclusion therefore, once the periodic
transformation (crown) thinnings reach a mean tree
size that generates a net income, thereafter what is
the justification for further grant aid in stands on
appropriate site types and managed and worked by
skilled and accustomed personnel ?

n

References include:
“Transforming Even-aged Conifer Stands to
Continuous Cover Management” – Forestry
Commission Information Note 2001.

“Practical Aspects of Transforming Plantations to
Continuous Cover Woodland” – Mark Yorke,
Continuous Cover Forestry Group 2001.

The writer intends in due course, to
highlight the financial and other potential
benefits of adopting the “crown thinning”
grade (in preference to current “low
thinning” practice) irrespective of whether
or not the manager is proposing to
transform to continuous cover.  Whether
these benefits can actually be achieved
following training and sustained experience
of the thinning machine operator, is
questionable.

Mark Yorke

The cost of transforming 
even-aged coniferous stands 
to continuous cover forestry
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“ Dear Steve,

Mike Abbott and Tino
Rawnsley, who have been
impressed by your
enthusiasm and dedication,
have supported your
application.  We have been
encouraged to assist you in
the belief that you, in turn,
will be willing to share your
experience with other like-
minded people.”

– Lewis Scott.

It all started about 6 years ago when I packed in my
job as a Chemical Engineer to do something
worthwhile. I got involved in ‘conservation

volunteering’. In exchange for bed, board and an
opportunity to learn, I hoped that, as well as crop
and livestock work I would be able to learn
traditional skills such as hurdle making, hedge laying
and country woodwork. The next few years took me
up and down the UK and France from Ullapool to
the Pyrenees, herding sheep, making cheese and
growing veggies, but failing to find the rural
craftsmen I sought.

Things started to look up when I arrived one
cold November evening at Wadebridge and met
Tino Rawnsley. Two months, several bottles of wine
and a Christmas later I left, having been involved in a
range of activities from shaving green chair parts to
sawmilling and carpentry. We had discussed the
subject of apprenticeships and training during my stay
and I was enthused to work with other makers.  

Next I spent three weeks living in Clissett Wood
in Herefordshire, helping Mike Abbott run his
green woodworking courses. All the time people
were asking questions and taking reassurance from
my responses while I kept thinking, “But I’ve only
ever made one chair before…” Anyway, they all
turned out well and I learned a lot from seeing over
a dozen designs being made, talking with Mike, his
assistant Phil, the students and from simply being in
the woods.

Tino,  Mike Abbott and Ben Law, seem to be
part of a small number of craftsmen actively
organising themselves to pass on their
knowledge.  Between the three of them there is

an unofficial system of exchanging keen
newcomers to learn from their different set-ups.
I proposed that this be expanded into a network of
makers interested to host a student. They would be
free to decide who they accepted and when – with
no obligation to continue an unbeneficial situation.
The length of time involved would vary according to
circumstance, initially short but possibly expanding
into a full apprenticeship. This would allow young
makers to see different solutions to common
problems and learn crafts that may not be part of a
regular training course. Apprentices would also act as
links between those involved – bringing with them
techniques, inspiration and news from other areas.

I applied to Woodland Heritage, on the
advice of Tino and Mike, to obtain funding
for a set of special woodworking tools, and
was amazed at their prompt and
encouraging response. These craftsmen-made
tools will last a lifetime and are deeply
treasured.

At the moment, I’m based in Devon, working part-
time at a small sawmill, in forestry and with a new
woodland craft centre, The Upcott Project.  This
leaves me free time to develop my designs and
experiment with techniques for making mainly chairs
and carved bowls and spoons to sell locally. I’ve
been fortunate so far to work with two very different
but equally inspiring craftsmen and the support from
Woodland Heritage was crucial. Thank you. n

Steve Sharp
c/o Lower Upcott Farm, Hatherleigh, Devon

Mike Abbott (left) helps Steve split a green oak billet.

STEVE SHARP – WOODWORKER
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During 2003 there have been several useful
advances by BIHIP. Among them:
• Eight oak breeding seedling orchards were

successfully established: one each in Wales, Scotland
and the Republic of Ireland, and five in England.

• The Sycamore Group, under the Chairmanship of
Michael Carey, has had its first meeting, and is now
looking for stands, or individual trees of ‘elite’
sycamore trees. The group would be pleased to hear
from any Woodland Heritage Journal reader who
could help – contact Dr Carey at
careyml@eircom.net. 

• Generous financial support for the work of the
various BIHIP groups has continued from the four
main sponsors of recent years, the Forestry
Commission, DEFRA, Woodland Heritage and the
Royal Forestry Society.

• The Royal Forestry Society’s 2004 annual
conference, on 4th March, will be on broadleaves
and their improvement, entitled Better Trees, Better
Profits. There will be an associated field day on 10
June at the Northmoor Trust’s site at Little
Wittenham. BIHIP has had a considerable input into
formulating the programme for the conference

BIHIP species groups
BIHIP held its annual meeting and field day in the

Huntley area of Gloucestershire and the Forest of
Dean on 7th October. The day was organised by John
Davis (BIHIP Treasurer) of Woodland Improvement of
Conservation, and Rob Guest, Deputy Surveyor of the

Forest of Dean. It was attended by almost 70 people
interested in broadleaved tree improvement from all
parts of Britain and Ireland. The day was devoted to
discussing progress of the BIHIP Species Groups
(except walnut) at a trial/experimental site of the
species, or if no local trial was available, at a
specimen of the tree. A general theme that came up
several times during the day was expressions of regret
at the official attitude to broadleaves, by the British
forest policy makers, and more specifically English
policy makers in the Forestry Commission. Current
policy seems to focus on their amenity and
recreational values. Little or no interest is shown in
improving the quality of the resource, much to its
detriment. The meeting agreed that more intense
efforts to lobby officials and Ministers would be
desirable and members of the Committee agreed that
they would initiate appropriate action.

Cherry
Karen Russell explained that cherry is the most

advanced of the BIHIP groups, having started its work
in 1989 at Horticulture Research International (HRI),
before the establishment of BIHIP. The considerable
experience of HRI at breeding sweet cherries provided
the basis for the wild cherry research. The selected
material that is currently being marketed as ‘Wildstar’
clones is in the process of being tested in trials for
growth and other parameters. It is also being used for
breeding in orchards. The group was shown a seed
orchard, established by grafting 17 clones on to
dwarfing rootstock in the mid 1990s, to encourage
early flowering.  Since clones are not self-compatible,
a special planting design had to be used to encourage
cross pollination. Enough seed is now being produced
from this orchard to grow 7000 plants a year.  A
problem in collecting seed from cherries is that, unless
great care is taken, birds and squirrels get them first.
Therefore a multistage picking procedure has been
developed to pick cherries just as they are turning
from green to red.

Ash
Joanna Clark had recently finished a complete re-

measurement of the original, 1993 ash breeding
seedling orchards, and found that the relative growth
rates of the different families has remained much the
same as when last major assessment was made in

BRITISH & IRISH               HARDWOODS IMPROVEMENTPROGRAMME

Developments during 2003 by Dr Peter Savill

Participants at the BIHIP field day during lunch.
(Photo by D. Moodley, HRI)
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1998. In addition, she had collected some new leaf
flushing data (which indicate frost susceptibility), and
had also been able to record the sexes of the trees in
one trial, since many are now beginning to flower. Ash
can be a dioecious species and was described by Alan
Mitchell as one in a state of “total sexual confusion”.
The results proved puzzling. Of the 589 trees that had
flowered in 2002, nine percent were female, 40% male
and almost half hermaphrodite. The shortage of
females may be a cause for concern when the orchard
is thinned within the next few years, especially if the
hermaphrodite trees do not produce very much seed.

Oak
The Oak Group completed its major task of

establishing 8 breeding seedling orchards during the
spring of 2003, thanks largely to the work of Gabriel
Hemery and colleagues at the Northmoor Trust.
Discussion centred mostly on the method of selection
of the ‘plus’ trees. Oak is unusual among the BIHIP
species in that after selecting on the basis of external
characteristics such as form and branching, a timber
characteristic was used as well. This was earlywood
vessel size which has been shown to be related to a
common defect, shake. Trees with large earlywood
vessels are much more predisposed to shake than
those with small vessels.

Silver Birch
Rick Worrell explained that the Birch Group, unlike

the others, had thought it wise to concentrate on
provenance studies before embarking upon tree
improvement work similar to the other Groups. This is
because birch is known to be very sensitive to
latitudinal movement, at least in terms of frost
susceptibility. The studies have revealed significant
differences between provenances in Scotland that
roughly correlate with changes in environmental
variables. The Group have now reached the point
when they can collect scions from selected ‘plus’ trees.
Two types of birch trees can commonly be found:
smooth- and rough-barked trees. The latter give an
attractive ‘flaming’ grain to the wood, but
unfortunately, it is overwhelmingly the smooth-barked
ones that provide the plus trees. A potential problem
is that most of the selected trees originate from below
250 m in elevation, while the available planting sites
are above this. To grow good birch trees of 30-35 cm
dbh in 30 years, oak or ash sites are required.

Birch is the easiest of all the species being dealt
with by BIHIP. Grafted scions of plus trees in a
polytunnel can be induced to produce seeds within a
very few years. Progeny tests can be carried out
quickly, and juvenile-mature correlations established.
Once in production, a single polytunnel could
produce sufficient seeds annually to satisfy far more
than the whole British and Irish requirement for birch.

Sycamore
Michael Carey said that there are 60-70,000 ha of

sycamore in Britain and Ireland. The first task of the
Sycamore Group will be to establish a database of
potential seed stands in the two countries. There was
much discussion, led by Gavin Munro, about the
importance of quality in sycamore timber; timber that
had been properly pruned (not showing ‘cats’ paws’
on the stem) or with ‘green line’ in the wood.
Sycamore is damaged more than almost any other
species by grey squirrels, and Charles Dutton
explained how to recognise a potential attack 2-3 years
in the future by observing small ‘trial’ removals of bark
from the stems, when squirrel densities are low.

Sweet chestnut
James Johnston, Chairman of the Sweet Chestnut

Group, outlined the plans for this group. They already
have one seed orchard, established in Somerset, and
further clonal seed orchards are planned, based on
grafted scion material. Karen Russell and others in HRI
will be involved in this project. Work has recently
been completed at Imperial College (Wye) by Peter
Buckley and a student on the susceptibility of sweet
chestnut to shake. It is believed that essentially the
same story applies as with oak, the other strongly ring
porous species – trees with larger vessels have a
greater predisposition to shake. n

Dr Gabriel hemery – BIHIP Secretary. Tel: 01865 407792.

Miles Barne (with loudspeaker), Dr Peter Savill and
Gabriel Hemery at one of the oak trees selected for seed
for the BIHIP oak trials. (Photo by D. Moodley, HRI)
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Aspecies much-maligned by
conservationists, sycamore (Acer
pseudoplatanus) has long been recognised

by the timber trade in both Britain and Ireland
as one of the most sought-after home grown
hardwood species. This fact alone would surely
justify efforts to improve its timber-producing
potential. However, its importance as a forestry tree
both by way of its wide distribution and silvicultural
characteristics such as relatively undemanding site
requirements and fast growth combine with its
desirable timber qualities to make its inclusion in the
British and Irish Hardwoods Improvement Programme
(BIHIP) inevitable.

To paraphrase the stated aims of BIHIP, the
principal objective is to improve the quality of
planting stock available to foresters and landowners
and thereby improve the ultimate potential of those
trees to produce the best quality timber and the best

economic return. Species groups have been set up to
develop and promote seven hardwood species which
are commercially important, or potentially so, in
Britain and Ireland. These are: ash, oak, silver birch,
sweet chestnut, sycamore, walnut and wild cherry.

The Sycamore Group, of which I am a member, has
been one of the last to form and get off the ground.
We hope to be able to benefit from the experiences
of other groups, as well as break new ground of our
own, and in so doing make our contribution to the
work of BIHIP as valuable as possible.

We have agreed our own agenda, the aims of
which are summarised as follows:
1. To identify the best existing stands of sycamore in

Britain and Ireland and possibly further afield in
continental Europe, and to investigate having these
registered as seed stands with the official forestry
regulatory authorities in the relevant EU Member
States;

2. To develop an optimal strategy for genetic
improvement in sycamore;

3. To compare the growth potential of progeny from
these selected stands and provenances;

4. Ultimately to make available sycamore planting
stock which will demonstrate improved stem form
and growth rates;

5. To publicise the Group’s work, and improve the
public image of sycamore, and

6. To raise funds to help pay for the activities of the
Sycamore Group.

The search for outstanding trees is on! 
Because we plan to use these trees as the starting
point in our improvement programme. Selected
superior stands and the trees within any good
stands will form the basis for breeding the future
generations of improved sycamore – and we
would like readers of this article to help ! 

We are looking for populations of reasonably
straight, lightly branched trees; evidence of resistance
to squirrel damage would be a bonus.

Information should include the following:
• Contact name, address and telephone number.
• Grid reference for the stand and directions.
• The age and size of the stand.
• Brief description of the surrounding area (i.e.

whether there are other sycamore stands nearby).
• If possible, a photograph of a selected tree or the

stand (this would give us a very good idea of the
relative form of the stand).

Do you know the best 
stand of sycamore ?

If so, we’d like to hear from you!



2004

23

All submissions are welcome and will be
acknowledged in due course. We intend to inspect all
the stands notified to us, with a view to selecting the
best of the best for the next stage of improvement
work. Our selection criteria will be based on
internationally recognised principles.

We are in the process of evaluating a number of
provenance trials set up by the FC and MAFF in the
early 90s in England and Wales. Early indications are
that there may already be significant differences
between the performances of different provenances.

For further information, go to www.bihip.com and
check out the sycamore page, or contact Andrew
Leslie adleslie@uclan.ac.uk  

n

Woodland Heritage have kindly provided start-up
funding and pledged further support for our group.

Andrew Clark, 
with contributions from members of the 

BIHIP Sycamore Group.

Any discussion on the timber potential of sycamore must include 
grey squirrels. I will leave Charles Dutton, a fellow member of the
BIHIP Sycamore Group, to explain. “For too long unenlightened tree
growers have thought of sycamore as either a weed or only good for grey

squirrel fodder. It is true that grey squirrels like the high levels of phloem
produced by fast growing sycamore and its thin bark. However, because the first signs of damage (trials)
can clearly be seen on sycamore, it makes your summer damage survey even easier to do, by keeping a
close eye on your crop. A group of private growers and conservationists (called the European Squirrel
Initiative – see page 47) is working on a method of total control of this alien pest. In the meantime a proper
control policy can be put in place to predict when your crop will be damaged and to prevent the damage
from taking place. The message is that you can grow high value sycamore, you do not have to have squirrel
damage, but you need the correct advice.”

Details of this control method are available from Charles at Silvanus Services Ltd on 01566 772802.

SYCAMORE (Acer pseudoplatanus)

There are over 60,000 hectares of sycamore across Ireland and Britain. The exact area is difficult to
estimate, but it certainly represents a sizeable proportion of the total area of broadleaved woodland.

This naturalised exotic has considerable economic potential as one of the fastest growing broadleaves and
because it produces a desirable white-coloured timber with little discernible figure or grain. in addition some
individual trees exhibit wavy grain timber, or “fiddleback”, which is prized for making musical instruments
and for producing veneer. This is highly valued, and appears to be of genetic origin.

The time of introduction of sycamore to these islands is uncertain. It is thought to have been introduced to
Britain some time between the Roman occupation and 1550, although it has become established strongly
only over the last 200 years.

As a plantation tree it excels, being resistant to disease and rapid in growth, as well as showing reliable
form once established – despite its tendency to fork when flowering, which can be managed through
appropriate thinning. It is known for being more resistant to exposure than other broadleaves, principally
due to its capacity to produce new shoots from dormant buds when terminal buds and shoots are damaged,
which inevitably results in luxuriant canopy. Thus the edge trees in a plantation, although useless for timber,
can protect those inside. Nursing mixtures with species such as larch or alder may be appropriate on less
sheltered sites.

In comparison with ash, sycamore is more frost hardy and generally less prone to forking in the
establishment phase. The two species have much in common, such as light and soil requirements, and
growth rates. Despite the similarities, however, it is generally acknowledged that mixtures of ash and
sycamore are unsuccessful. Ash requires early and regular thinning to grow well, whereas sycamore benefits
from delayed thinning in order to limit flowering and the associated forking.

It is only on the best sites, typically sheltered with moist free draining soil, where the best timber
will be produced. And the largest volumes of high quality timber will only result from properly
managed stands, which have undergone timely formative shaping, high pruning, tending and
thinning. Hopefully with improved planting stock from the Improvement Programme the input required on
the first three of these operations will be markedly reduced.
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Our Field Day at
W ell over 80 members – treelovers,

foresters, woodland owners, timber
merchants and furniture makers,

accompanied Neil Humphris, the Leconfield
Estate Head Forester, on our annual field day
to Frith Wood in June.

This was a rare opportunity to see management
operations on this private West Sussex estate and to
discuss the realities of woodland management, timber
production and timber marketing with the experts.
Woodland Heritage co-founders Peter Goodwin and
Lewis Scott, plus a number of ‘Knowledgeable
Trustees’, were on hand alongside Neil Humphris to
comment and respond to questions. 

The Leconfield Estate in West Sussex has 21%
woodland cover, with 75% mixed broadleaf, 15%
conifer and 10% sweet chestnut. The terrain is
undulating, neither flat nor steep, with areas varying
in character, tree quality and tree size throughout.
Neil has managed the estate woodlands since 1996
and has a team of four foresters. The estate produces
5,000 cubic metres/tonnes of timber a year, mostly
oak, ash, Corsican pine and Norway spruce. Conifers
are sold standing, whilst most hardwood is sold at
roadside to many different outlets. Some pallet
material is produced from beech, selling for slightly
more than pulpwood, whilst most of the coppice is
sold standing to contractors.

Mick Carver, with 47 years woodland experience on
the estate, showed off his cleaving skills (see photo
below): 10 foot lengths of sweet chestnut, oak and
ash are skilfully split using a sledgehammer and
wedge. This staple product provides materials for
traditional post and rail fencing. Demand outstrips
the estate’s ability to supply, suggesting there is
a market for others willing to take on this
backbreaking work. Firewood, another staple
product, is generally sold to those who are now, in
Neil’s words, ‘not burning to keep warm, but burning
to stay cheerful !’ creating a healthy demand for
cordwood and residues. 

We saw an area of successful natural regeneration
(originally felled in 1996) containing mostly oak, with
some cherry, ash, larch and Scots pine, fenced against
both rabbit and deer. The self-sown birch, willow and
chestnut have been cut back three times since
regeneration began – intensive yet essential work,
ensuring that the young trees are not swamped
and get off to a good start during the first ten
years (this applies equally to new plantings). Neil
will leave a high density of trees, encouraging
upward growth, self-pruning and a woodland that
‘looks after itself’, ultimately producing good straight
higher-value timber for the furniture and joinery
market. 

The message from Neil was not to rush into

Mick Carver demonstrates his skills whilst Neil Humphris (right foreground) commentates.
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pruning, as often, if the timing of thinning operations
and density of trees is right, trees will self-prune with
the advantage of natural healing which is less prone
to disease. Woodland Heritage recommend July
and August pruning for rapid wound repair.

Historically, pruning was done in winter due to the
spare labour and easy access in the winter months.

When faced with a particular area of woodland
containing various species of very different ages and
quality, including some good young oaks and about
60% mature timber, Neil considered it both common
and economic sense to carry out selective felling. 
This required very careful and time-consuming work
by the fellers and extraction team to minimise
damage to the remaining trees and avoid ground
compaction. 

By gently opening up the canopy, the
broadleaved trees with poor crowns have
generally responded very well, resprouting and
opening out into the new space. The landscape,
tree cover and the ground quality have been
maintained, and the quality and therefore value of 
the future timber has been significantly enhanced.

This was an extremely worthwhile and ‘down-to-
earth’ opportunity to get to grips with some of the
issues and decisions facing woodland owners and
managers and to see some of the processes that go
into the production of good timber in the Southeast. n

Jenny Martin, Editor ‘WoodLots’, and Weald WoodNet
Information Officer.

Members stroll through one of Frith Wood’s fine oak
stands on a glorious summer’s day.

Peter Goodwin and Neil Humphris (standing on log)
discuss selective felling of sweet chestnut.

Neil Humphris shows off his elm bowl (turned by
Richard Chapman) which was presented to him by the
Trustees of Woodland Heritage.

Frith Wood, Sussex
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California Redwoods
Collated notes by 

History
Sequoia sempervirens was introduced into England

in 1843 by Knight and Perry in the form of plants
from Russia.

A confirmation appeared as a ‘news story’ not long
ago when American botanists were surprised to find
old redwood plantations in the Crimea. It is, indeed,
often not realised that the Russians made an early
attempt to colonise parts of California. One party
settled not far north of San Francisco, at Fort Ross on
the Sonoma coast of California. They left in the early
winter of 1841 after 29 years of occupation. At least
one considerable collection of botanical specimens
from this source remained at Leningrad unexamined
until the 1930s when it was sent to the U.S.A. for
determination. It was made during the last year
before they left and though plants found growing in
the redwood groves were included, there was
surprisingly no specimen of Sequoia sempervirens.
The collection was sent to Leningrad via Alaska and
Siberia. (Howell, 1937)

It is interesting to note that the great grandson of
John Naylor, says he brought from America (in pots,
it is said) the Sequoia sempervirens seedlings which
now form the famous Redwood Grove at
Leighton, in 1862, but a earlier article by Miles
Hadfield in the RFS journals claims that they were
planted in 1856.

About the tree
It is a tree which requires a favourable site if it is to

thrive, and will stand partial shade. It dislikes
exposed sites and very acid soils. It is sensitive to
frost and anybody wishing to consider the use of this
species on a large scale would be well advised to
consult the relevant specialists in the Forestry
Commission Research Agency.

Longleat
There are impressive stands of Sequoia

sempervirens at Longleat. They have 126 acres of the
species growing there, which is the largest area
outside the USA, and has resulted in the election of
the estate to the membership of the Redwood
Association.

John McHardy, former head forester at Longleat,
was convinced it could be profitable if sufficient
quantities of its timber could be made available. It
dries rapidly, takes creosote well and makes good

weatherboarding. Its strength improves on drying,
and in America the heartwood from old growth is
very durable and is widely used as a structural timber.
At Longleat some trees have originated from cuttings
raised in sand beds on the estate and the best of the
coppice regrowth has been singled to create a second
generation.

Brechfa Forest Plots Results after 40 Years
This site is about 14 miles west of Llandovery in

Carmarthenshire. The plots are located at elevations
of between 200 and 250m above sea level and
climate is very favourable to tree growth, with a
mean annual rainfall of 1,700mm.

Sequoia sempervirens is growing at rates in excess
of that expected from Sitka spruce in this area with a
General Yield Class at Brechfa of 30 which compares
to 20-30 in other published Welsh or British data

Results from sample plots are as follows:

Age top mean cumulative production general local
height dbh basal area volume yield yield

m cm sq m/ha cu m/ha class class

34 21.2 38.6 112.5 863 30 28

A Natural Regeneration Experience
For many years, it has been assumed that fertile

seeding in Britain is unlikely. This may be due to the
fact that the male flowers are subject to winter frost
damage: pollen is normally shed in February.
MacDonald et al (1957) states that natural
regeneration by seed is highly unlikely. However,
there are occasional reports of natural regeneration
but only ever at low levels.

On the Cliveden Estate Sequoia sempervirens were
blown over during the storm of 25 January 1990.
More than 18 months passed before the “Pheasantry”
was cleared of its windblown trees. Several
S. sempervirens were uprooted in various sections of
this wood. In August 1991, whilst clearing two such
trees, large numbers of one-year-old S. sempervirens
seedlings were noticed. The heaviest regeneration
occurred where there was little leaf litter. The seed is
extremely small, so to survive it must get its roots into
mineral soil as soon as possible.

There are few records of natural regeneration of
S. sempervirens in Great Britain. So why has this
occurred in substantial numbers on the Cliveden
Estate? It could be that these 90-year-old trees are
producing increased fertile seed at this stage of their
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Edward Brun
growing in Britain

development. The extra light given to the crowns of
the ‘mother’ tree and to the ground – helped by the
previous storm of October 1987 – may have helped
the production of viable seed. It would appear that
ideal conditions for natural regeneration were
achieved by accident ! Which is often the case in
forestry.

Some notes from Patrick Hills,
Camphill Estate,Tonbridge

My father first planted S. sempervirens in 1956 with
a dozen or so and then many more in 1958. Thinning
should be “little and often”.

Though they seem to put up with exposure,
redwoods far prefer shelter – especially side shelter.
They dislike hot roots and hot sun for a couple of
years, so we use small plants (1 + 1) inside a tree
shelter – not less that 4'' diameter and cut down to
12''-15''. We add a netting sleeve roughly 12'' diameter
x 30''/36'' high. The shelters come off after one or
two seasons.

Redwoods seem to endure minor frosts but dislike
cold drying winds from the northeast. If planted at
wide spacing, a lot of staking and propping up will
be necessary in the first five years. Ideally, final
spacing should be at 25 feet between stems. In
practice, I have plenty at 20ft or less and some at 30ft
or more.

We have one specimen which is free grown and in
full exposure on the edge of Grinstead clay with
Tunbridge Wells sandstone. It is 30'' BHQG with a
heavy taper and without a blemish in the first 30ft. If
I find a stem of 25''-30'' QG at breast height and I am
looking for a log to convert, then soon after I have
knocked it down, coppice shoots emerge and
neighbouring stems respond quickly to more room.

It is nice to leave a pile of logs in the round in a
wood with the bark on, in a shady place. The logs
will dry out very little and we do not even attempt to
paint the ends. They do not seem to rot and the
species has an amazing record of surviving in the
round.

I am sorry about all the vagueness but I have not
forgotten about pruning. That is absolutely essential –
pruning, pruning, pruning!

Sennowe Park, Norfolk 
Tom Cook has two fine stands which he showed to

Royal Forestry Society members in 2002. These were
planted in 1964 and are situated in two small valleys.

Some trees have achieved a top height of over 100ft
already !

The Leighton Redwoods,Welshpool 
Generally acknowledged to be the finest and oldest

Redwood Grove in the country, these trees were
planted in 1856 and survive today with younger
speciments around them. The Royal Forestry Society
were gifted this magnificent grove by the Naylor
family and skillfully manage it under the care of
David Williams.

Despite the lack of Californian sun and coastal fog,
the trees have prospered – thanks to over one metre
of rainfall per annum. Heights in excess of 40m and
average tree volumes of 20m3, make them an awe-
inspiring sight.

References:
RFS Journal 1998 Vol 92 no. 2 – The Brechfa

Forest Plots: Results After 40 Years by Neville Danby
and Bill Mason

RFS Journal 1998 Vol 92 no. 3 – Natural
Regeneration of Sequoia Sempervirens at the
Cliveden Estate, Buckinghamshire by Derek Paxton

RFS Journal 1988 Vol 82 no. 1 – Correspondence
“A Family’s Connection with Forestry” – T. Peter
Naylor

RFS Journal – Whole Society visit to Wessex –
1989, Longleat (Thursday 11 May)

RFS Journal 1964 Vol 58 no. 4 – The Redwood in
Britain by Miles Hadfield.

Editors Note: We have had a request from
ARWYN MORGAN of AOM and Associates in Wales
to ask our members for information on groves or
small plantations of Wellingtonia or California
Redwood, so that he can research their growth
characteristics. The utilisation of their timber is
also part of his work.

Arwyn Morgan – AOM & Associates
A Garnbwll
Myndcerrig
Pontyberem
LLANELLI
Camarthensire SA15 5BN
Tel: 01269 870031
email: aomassc@hotmail.com



Woodland Heritage Journal

28

We would like to begin by sincerely
thanking Woodland Heritage for
generously providing our Garthwaite

Bursaries, enabling four foresters to travel to Austria
and gain a valuable insight into continuous cover
forestry and target diameter management. 

As in the UK, continuous cover is the exception
rather than the rule, and the vast majority of forests
are still managed as even-aged plantation. The use of
target diameter thinning  to improve stand quality
and provide conditions where natural regeneration
can establish has become more widespread in recent
years. The concept of Potential Natural Vegetation
(PNV) is an integral part of forest management, and a
strong emphasis is placed toward working with
natural processes.

The forests of Furstenfeld, Hebalm and
Sommereben, where the study tour took place, are
situated in south-east Austria at the foot of the Alps
near Ligist. These forests are owned by the Knights of
Malta, and have been managed in succession by
Josef’s father, Josef, and most recently by his son. All
the sites were originally even-aged plantations
managed on a clearfell system. In
the 1970s the owners accepted
Josef’s proposal to initiate
transformation of the estate to
continuous cover on the grounds of
increasing profitability.

Forest of Hebalm
Frame Tree Marking and
Structure Thinning in
Norway Spruce Stands.

This sub-montane forest (1000-
1300m a.s.l, 1500ha) is comprised of
spruce and beech, with a smaller
component of rowan. Previous
management dates back to the
1920’s when large scale clearcut
systems were used, these gradually
progressed into strip felling systems
employed until the 1970s.

The economic output of the forest under the old
system was particularly poor and the cost of
restocking high, made worse by severe Hylobius
infestation. There were also concerns about the
biodiversity of the forest, specifically capercaillie
which at the time were under threat because of the
absence of old growth trees.

Since the early 1970s, the focus has been on the
application of single tree and group selection
systems. As a result, a 10% reduction in harvesting
costs has been achieved. Costs fall and level out as
production increases, underlining the importance of
maintaining the forest’s productivity. The reliance on
natural regeneration eliminates the cost of restocking.
Natural regeneration, although reliant on careful
manipulation of the canopy, occurs readily in the
right conditions. This increased economic productivity
more than compensates for the increased
management costs associated with this type of
system.

The focus for the day was the marking of a stand
of spruce in the earlier stages of transformation. 

Continuous Cover Forestry Group
Study Tour: Ligist,Austria
Hosted by Professor Josef Spoerk. 

16-18 September 2003

Photo 1: From the left – Paul Schofield, Scottish Native Woodlands; Ian
Barrington, Pryor & Rickett Silviculture; Ilia Osepashvili, PHD Student,
Norwich; Mike Chapman, North York Moors National Park.

The Garthwaite Bursaries
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The criteria for selection were as follows:
• Selection of ‘F1’ trees. Dominant or co-dominant

trees of the highest quality (but not necessarily
diameter), which will reach marketable maturity
first. Density: 150-200/ha

• Selection of ‘F2’ trees. Sub-dominant trees of high
quality and potential, successors to the F1 trees on
their removal. Density: 100-150/ha

• Removal of trees of a profitable dimension, trees that
are of poor health or those that are likely to compete
with the development of F1 trees or
would begin to suppress F2 trees, in
particular, the removal of ‘wolf trees’.

• Avoiding clusters of F1 or F2 trees, in
order to maintain the high diversity
level in canopy structure.
The graph above shows a diameter

distribution of recorded diameters of: a)
F1 and F2 trees, b) unmarked trees, c)
trees to be felled.

This example highlights the overall
distribution of diameters, which is near
to being a normal distribution. The
selection of trees to be felled seeks to
favour those trees identified as F1.  This
is comparable to crown thinning, or
thinning from above. It should be noted
that the removal of F1 would only occur
when the tree reaches its maximum
marketable value, and that they would
not all be removed in one intervention.
Felling F1  trees any earlier than their
maximum economic potential was

compared to removing the best machines from a
factory.  Following the thinning, the diameter
distribution would shift toward to the typical ‘J’ curve
associated with uneven-aged stands. Although the
diameter distribution approximates that in a selection
or ‘plenterung’ system this is not a particular
objective. The trees selected for felling in the larger
diameter classes are typically wolves or damaged
trees. Few trees in the smaller classes were selected
because they don’t represent competition with the F1

The Garthwaite Bursaries

Photo 2: Regeneration of oak, silver fir and beech marked beneath
120yr old spruce stand. Note the amount of side light caused by
sanitation felling and windblow clearance (visible in the
background).
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and F2 trees and their extraction would be
uneconomical. Within the marked area it was
interesting to note that there was very little ground
vegetation, and only very occasional signs of
regeneration. When selecting trees, it was important
to ensure that too much light didn’t enter the stand,
in order to prevent excess ground vegetation which
would limit the success of future regeneration.

In order to allow repeated interventions every 6-8
years, a comprehensive system of roads (50m/ha) and
tracks (100m/ha) was considered essential.  With such
a road system in place it becomes possible to
concentrate on the promotion of the best individual
trees through the rebuilding phase.

Sommereben Forest
Marking for Multiple Objectives and Stand
Enrichment.

At Sommereben the forest (800-1000m a.s.l, 1000ha)
is dominated by Norway spruce, following clearfelling
and replanting that took place in the early twentieth
century. The potential natural vegetation includes
spruce, fir, larch and beech, with the composition of
species varying by the altitude. Namely, the lower
slopes are predominantly occupied by oak, with
beech and silver fir being more prevalent at higher
elevations. 

Although the stand appeared to be of excellent
quality we were informed that the condition of some
parts of the forest was sub-optimal. It was explained
that the impact of previous management, primarily
the dominance of spruce and prolonged sheep
grazing, has resulted in a lower soil pH with a
consequent loss of increment over the life of the
stand. Current management has provided conditions
that favour the natural regeneration of silver fir,
sycamore, beech and larch and reduce the
regeneration of Norway spruce by keeping light
levels low. Another priority is to retain a certain
number of poor-quality broadleaved trees and dead
wood to promote biodiversity. Increasing the
proportion of broadleaves and moving closer to the
PNV (Potential Natural Vegetation) of the site will also
lead to increased fertility through higher rates of
nutrient cycling leading to improved long-term
productivity.  

The marking took place in a predominantly even-
aged stand of spruce approximately 90 years old. The
range of species diameters was ‘normal’ in
distribution, though the number of trees standing per
hectare was only 340. In the exercise, the median
DBH for all trees was 37cm. This meant that the goals
of marking included harvesting larger material,
maintaining a species mixture and promoting F2
trees. Of the trees that were marked for felling, the

median DBH was higher than the average, at 42cm.
The primary focus on selection was to (further)
improve the quality of the stand by removing trees of
ill health, damaged stems or crowns in order to allow
space for further increment on the potentially most
valuable trees. At the same time, an attempt was
made to maintain small canopy gaps (through the
removal of limited volumes of wood) to promote the
regeneration of silver fir.

There was more regeneration on the ground here
(10000 spruce/ha; 7000 fir/ha, 4000 rowan/ha, 2000
beech/ha) than at Hebalm, which had established
ahead of Deschampsia flexuosa (which had become
quite dense in place and less penetrable to seed). In
those locations where the number of trees/ha was
greater (and light levels lower), the regeneration was
almost entirely silver fir – being too dark for spruce
to become established.

The size and quality of the trees available for
selection is reflected in the financial performance of
the estate. By selecting trees of larger diameters,
fewer trees per hectare are removed and harvesting
costs are reduced. For the period 1996-2000, the yield
averaged 16000m3 for the whole estate, of which 80%
was sawlog (20cm), 17% small round wood and 3%
firewood. For comparison, clearfelled forests in the
region typically produce some 10% more pulp. Since
1980, the average log diameter has increased by some
19% to 23.6cm.  In 2002, the net profit of the
estate was 27% of the turnover, considerably
more than other private forests in the region
managed on the clear fell system.  This is an
interesting and somewhat sobering statistic
when one considers that the total return for UK
forestry in the same year was minus 4.6% (IPD
UK Forestry Index 2003). The annual cut in one
section of the forest rose from 4,000m3 to 6,500 m3

between 1971 and 2002, an increase of 64%. This
highlights the importance of the promotion of F1 type
trees to provide a consistent volume at a consistent
dimension, and consequently maximising the financial
return from the stand.

Conclusions
Both the stand types and history of previous

management seen in Austria provided useful
comparisons with forest conditions encountered in
the UK.  The approach outlined by Professor Josef
Spoerk during the tour was based on the premise that
the achieving economic success was determined by
understanding the forest ecology of the location.  The
strategies employed allowed maximum choice and by
having inbuilt flexibility the systems were both
economically and ecologically robust. The success of
this approach was demonstrated by sustained
financial returns and increases in profit, increment

The Garthwaite Bursaries
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and forest productivity.
During the conversion of a plantation, the primary

driving force should be the promotion of high quality
and good health in trees with the greatest potential,
and not necessarily the release of natural regeneration
that may be establishing beneath. Trees of little
marketable value that do not pose a threat to the
development of F1 and F2 trees and regeneration and
are uneconomical to harvest should be left. In the
long term, their retention may contribute to an
increased deadwood resource. Manipulation of
light will play a key role in the species that will
regenerate. It is also critical not to allow too
much light into a stand too soon, and certainly
not before regeneration has begun to appear, in
order to prevent the competition from ground
vegetation. Only after the natural regeneration
has apparently succeeded, can the canopy be
opened.

The acceptance of a wider range of species in
regeneration will make the conversion process easier,
as there is the scope to re-space some regeneration at
a later stage to promote desired species. External
factors such as wind, insect attack and deer can still
provide an opportunity for conversion (and reduce
associated costs), but may restrict conversion in terms
of range of species or density of regeneration.

Supplementary planting should be seen to be of
benefit in providing a wider species distribution.

In the UK, we often hear continuous cover justified
in terms of the obvious landscape and bio-diversity
benefits. The economic advantages, however, are
often less well understood. The Austrian experience
clearly indicates that economic factors are often
equally as important as ecological ones when making
the conversion to continuous cover forestry. In this
case, one of the  main factors that has contributed to
improved economic performance is the improved
quality that has been achieved using the single tree
selection system. The best trees are felled when they
reach a suitable target diameter and earlier
interventions concentrate on promoting the growth of
these trees.

The approach and methods that we were shown
were of course tailored to the particular conditions of
that region. Clearly, transforming plantations in the
UK will have its own particular challenges, some not
always obvious, but the Austrian tour demonstrated
how impressive results can be achieved in a relatively
short period of time from a starting point not entirely
dissimilar from our own. n

Ian Barrington, Mike Chapman, Paul Schofield and
Ilia Osepashvili

The Garthwaite Bursaries

Photo 3: Spruce regenerating beneath openings in the
canopy.

Photo 4: Norway spruce planted in 1910. Average
standing volume is 550m3/ha.



Continuous Cover Silviculture Practical Workshops 2004

A programme of 2.5 days Practical Workshops in 2004 at various locations throughout the UK will be published
shortly on the Continuous Cover Forestry Group’s website: www.ccfg.org.uk

Once again led by Mark Yorke F.I.C.For., who has organised an annual programme throughout the UK and Ireland
since 1993 with over 40 events held to-date.

Full details can be obtained direct from:
Mark Yorke F.I.C.For. Tel/Fax: 01654 712075

or, email your full postal address to: mark.yorke@amserve.com
The Workshops are limited to 15 persons and a typical programme consists of:

Day 1
The morning is spent inside: What is continuous cover?  Where is continuous cover practical and relevant?  Factors
influencing the establishment of natural regeneration. An outline description of silvicultural systems that deliver
continuous cover.And the afternoon in the forest: Engaged in group exercises and problem solving. Recognising etc.,
constraints and opportunities to transform an even aged stand to continuous cover.

Day 2
In the forest - as for pm of Day 1 within different “stand types” i.e. different species; current ages; past thinnings (if
any) to-date; current structural diversity and regeneration (if any); potential methods of transforming a specific “stand
type”; which include marking the first stage of transformation.

Day 3
Is spent inside reviewing: 1) The field exercises 2) Economic aspects 3) Training needs 4) Harvesting aspects 5)
Environmental aspects 6) The pros and cons of continuous cover

The indoor sessions include inputs from individual Researchers, Woodland Consultants and Agents, Foresters and
Lecturers currently engaged in this form of management.

Woodland Heritage invite applications from foresters, managers and students.
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A Memorial
Oak Plantation

Left to right: 
Rose Cobb, 
Tony Willis
(Euroforest

Chairman) and
Alan Powell 
show off the

commemorative
plaque.

Alan Powell addresses the group.Alan Powell addresses the group.

W ith the sad and premature death of Alan Cobb 
of Euroforest, his friends and family wanted to
create a living memorial to a man who had 

been in forestry all his life.
A 1/2 hectare plot situated close to a picnic spot in the

Forest Enterprise woodlands near Farnham in Surrey was
chosen by Alan’s widow, Rose. She particularly wanted it
to be planted with pure English oak – a species that Alan
so loved.

Woodland Heritage trustees knew that the chances
of these trees surviving into maturity were well nigh
hopeless, given that deer predation in the area was
virtually uncontrollable.  They therefore agreed to
provide a 6 ft high deer fence (with rabbit wire
below) to protect the site.

Forest Enterprise staff planted the ‘1+1’ oak at 2 metre
spacing – 1300 young trees in all.  Despite the drought of
2003 the area manager reported that losses had been
minimal and that the young oaks were doing very well.

This oak plot will now be used by Forest Enterprise for
training purposes. Alan would have approved. n
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Crank House, Main Street,
Banagher, Co. Offaly, Ireland.

Tel: 00 353 509 51718  
Fax: 00353 509 51938

email:crann@oceanfree.net 
website: www.mde.ie/crann

C
RANN

POTENTIAL OF BIOMASS IN IRELAND

Growing willow for biomass has many benefits. It
provides an alternative to oil as a fuel, a viable
alternative to conventional tillage, it is good for

the environment and perhaps most importantly of all, it
provides a means of disposing of materials like sewage
sludge and brewery waste, profitably, safely and
cleanly. Large sums of money are currently spent
on disposing of waste materials but willow has
the ability to absorb many of these safely and
then turn them in to cash. 

In order to examine the potential of willow as an
alternative farm crop, the Royal Dublin Society
agricultural committee spent two days visiting sites in
Northern Ireland where practical experiments on willow
for biomass are taking place.  

The first visit was to Loughgall Horticulture and plant
breeding station in Armagh lead by Malcolm Dawson.

He took us first to a 2yr old coppice plantation where
he explained the steps necessary to achieve a vigorous
crop. Initial ground preparation is the same as for any
tillage crop and willow yields on the same basis. Good
land produces good crops. My knowledge of willow
extended to how it thrives in damp wet heavy places
but Malcom stressed its suitability for good land where
it will yield accordingly.

Willow will grow if a cutting is simply stuck in
the ground. Planting should take place during
springtime up to mid April and this can now be
done mechanically. 

By the end of September the cuttings will have grown
approximately 2m and these are then cut back to
encourage coppicing. The crop will be harvested three
years later and every third year after that for
approximately 30 yrs, which is the average length of
one rotation. Willow can be cut and chipped in one
operation during harvesting but to justify owning a
harvester would require 1000 ha of coppice for a
season. So cooperation is the key to progress in this
area and the possibilities are endless. 

In Sweden, using willow for energy is now a highly
developed industry and their costs are lower than in
Ireland, due to the economies of scale. Crop
establishment costs in Ireland are in the region of £1800
sterling per hectare and as little as one third of this or
£600 per ha in Sweden. Growing and management costs
are approximately 40% higher in Ireland but if we
develop the back up and infrastructure available to
Swedish farmers then our costs will reduce accordingly.
Willow, like so many other things, grows faster in
Ireland and would make an ideal crop on set-
aside land which is at present a wasted asset.
There is a lot of interest throughout Europe in utilising
willow as a fuel and funding is available for pilot projects.

On day two we visited Brook farm near Londonderry,
where John Gilliland farms extensively.  John is head of
the Ulster Farmers Union and grows 42 ha of willow on

set-aside land as part of a project to commercially
develop short rotation coppice willow as a fuel. He has
installed a fully working commercial unit on his farm
where willow is converted to fuel using a gasifier. This
fuel is then piped to a combined heat and power unit,
which generates 600,000 kwh of electricity annually.
Thermal energy is also recovered from the cooling and
exhaust systems. This is used for heating of houses,
drying grain and drying freshly harvested willow chips.
To manage this project and market the
technology and equipment needed, a company,
Rural Generation Ltd, has been formed and they
now are in a position to assist farmers who
wish to avail of their experience. They can be
contacted at Brook Hall Estate, 65-67, Culmore
Rd, Londonderry, Northern Ireland.

Rural Generation have developed many uses for willow
chip and Michael Doran their business development
manager was clearly enthusiastic as to the potential of
SRC. He expressed some frustration over dealings with
Government departments which farmer’s nationwide
would agree with when he said that some departments
are now simply acting as departments of enforcement.  

Rural Generation are pressing ahead regardless
and one product which is now in great demand is
willow for poultry bedding.  For this purpose, the
willow is processed to produce a fluffy bedding,
which the hens prefer and is especially in demand
for broiler houses. An important bonus is that the
salicylic acid in willow attacks ammonia thereby
improving the environment of poultry houses. 

They have also developed a special machine for
burying sewage sludge in growing willow crops and the
vigorous root structure of the willow enables this heavy
machinery to travel on land, which would otherwise be
impassable. As sludge is currently exported from
Northern Ireland for disposal in England, burying it
locally for fertilising a crop can earn up to £2500 per ha. 

They also market boilers for farm and domestic use,
which burn willow chip and other fuels such as used
poultry litter.  I recall the great popularity of big bale
burners in the early seventies following on the first oil
crisis. These burners were purchased by many tillage
farmers who could always be recognised by the fact that
most of them had no little or no eyebrows as a result of
blasts of heat when feeding their burners. I was glad to
see that the design has improved since those days ! n

Joe Barry, Crann
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In Pursuit of 
Woodland Knowledge

About two years ago, 
we didn’t know our
Douglas fir from our

Larch, or our Ash from our
Beech. Thanks to your tree
identification chart, coupled
with a small library of
forestry books and much
practical experience within
woodlands, has brought us
to where we are now. A
couple about to embark
on small woodland
ownership and
management.

We first became interested
in woodlands and their
management whilst spending
a long summer at a campsite
attached to a one hundred
acre wood. We enjoyed
spending time in the
woodland environment so
much that we decided that we wanted to learn more.
Through extensive reading, undertaking volunteer
work in several different woodlands and discussions
with woodland owners, managers and foresters, we
now feel ready to take on the management of our
own small wood.

The woodlands we have worked in have had very
differing management objectives. These have included
management for: private enjoyment; public
recreation; firewood production (on both a
domestic and commercial level); conservation;
production of high quality timber; coppice;
coppice crafts & green woodwork and as a
venue for education.

Having worked 
in these varied
environments we have
gained many practical
skills and learned to use
many different tools
and pieces of
equipment. It has been
of great value to us to
have gained knowledge
of such a wide range of
management objectives,
as it has enabled us to

realise the management aims
that are important to us.

All of our woodland
knowledge and skills to date
is a result of reading and
working alongside others.
We felt we would benefit
from attending some courses
specific to the areas that we
wished to develop further.
We selected courses, which
were of particular interest
and relevance to us and the
type of management we
intend to carry out. The
courses included green
woodwork, basic
chainsaw maintenance
and crosscutting, felling
small trees, continuous
cover forestry and
marketing woodland
product.

We have been looking for a wood to purchase for
the last year or so and have viewed many. Our
search has been at times exciting and at others,
saddening. Excitement when imagining a wood’s
potential and sadness when seeing the damage
caused by careless management practices, often in
pursuit of a fast buck. We have recently visited a
woodland, which seems to fulfil many of the criteria
important to us. These being its location, secluded
and surrounded by beautiful countryside, yet with
good roadside access, its manageable size, and its
variety of age and species of trees. We have now had
an offer accepted and, all being well, we will soon be

the owners of a
beautiful woodland.

We would like to
thank all the people
who have helped us to
get to where we are
today, including
Woodland Heritage,
who have funded some
of the courses we have
attended. n

Ben Hill and 
Jo Rowland
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“THE FOREST
IN YOUR LIFE”

This was the theme for the exhibition at the Great Yorkshire Show in July 2003. The
aim being to present as many items made from timber grown in British and
European managed forests.

To this end we set up a variety of stands showing different usage, both obvious and
surprising. From pulp to a range of paper products, newspapers and packaging, children’s
toys, musical instruments, house construction, furniture, garden items, fencing and
industrial viscose which converted timber into clothing. In fact we depicted everything
from the cradle to the grave.

Coupled with all this, was a Children’s Quiz, the answers to which were to be found both
in the Exhibition and outside in the woodland. This was very popular and three tree books
were awarded as prizes at the end of each day.

The response from the visitors to the Show was very gratifying. They were astonished at
the way in which the forest plays such an important part of their lives. The compliments
were indeed overwhelming.

Visitors were encouraged to walk through the woodland behind the pavilion so that they
might appreciate how the source for timber in the displays enriched the environment,
enhanced the landscape and was ecologically important.  All these aspects are
compatible with timber production.

It was indeed a real benefit to have sponsorship from Woodland Heritage. The Yorkshire
Agricultural Society is grateful for the help and encouragement it receives from them. Also
through Woodland Heritage, we were able to use the expertise of Gary Olsen of the
‘onetree’ project. His organisational skills were vital to the success of the Exhibition.

These exhibitions are vital if we are to get the message across to people about the
realities of the forest and woodlands in this highly technological age. Whatever the concept
of a forest may be, production should not be confused with exploitation – but be an
integral part of sound, continuous management for the benefit of mankind. n

K.L. Rawling

Sally and I spent two days at the Great Yorkshire Show, manning the Woodland
Heritage stand, from where we could judge the reaction of visitors, both young and old. 

It was very evident that Keith and Gary had put on an exhibition which really hit at
the heart of our environment and the vital role which trees and good forestry play in our
everyday lives. Children were stimulated to think afresh about their environment. Their
keenness and knowledge shone through.

Keith Rawling is to be congratulated on staging an inspirational event. He plans a
similar exhibition at the Great Yorkshire Show in 2004. He will have the full support of
our trustees. 

Peter Goodwin
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My time was mainly spent in the conifer
forests of the central Rockies,
where to see many well-known

trees in the wild, growing with their
associated plants in vast forests was a
truly awe-inspiring experience.  

Exploring the link between
climatic zones and the species you
will find therein was a valuable
lesson.  It was reminder that trees
are growing things that need certain
conditions to thrive. As a forester I
have been used to practising
silviculture on a limited number of
species most of which are British natives
and the rest a relatively small number of
those in commercial forestry. The key thing is that all
are ‘known quantities’ in our climate. To experience
many other trees growing in the wild, all requiring
particular conditions to thrive, was a salutary reminder
to me and a lesson I will not forget. So it’s back to the
textbooks to find out more about the wonderful world
of conifers we hold here at Bedgebury.   

A real discovery for me was the interdependence
between fire and the health and vitality of the forests.
As a forester I had known about the effects of forest
fires on some species and how important it was for
regeneration. What I had not realised was how
important it was to the regeneration and survival of
whole forest types. This relationship between apparent
devastation and rebirth was a real eye-opener.  

The highlight of the trip for me were the
ancient Bristlecone and Limber Pines. How
these trees grow and thrive in these extreme
conditions is a marvel. The twisted shapes
and hunkered down appearance is
something that catches the imagination.
Visiting these Groves made me realise how
magnificent and enduring trees can be.  

I could not have experienced a greater contrast in
forest types and trees than on my visit to North
Carolina. The surprise was how much environmental
education was built into the management of the state
forests in the US. I was also reminded how fragile our
environment can be when I saw the devastated
Spruce / Fir forests of Mt Mitchell.  

This has given me a heightened awareness of
how important our Woodland Heritage is and
why our work on conservation and education at
Bedgebury is essential if we are to help to save
this fragile environmental heritage. 

During my journey I was warmly welcomed
and befriended by members of the
American Conifer Society.  With their
camaraderie and enthusiasm for conifers
and trees in general the field trips and

evenings were memorable, if not a little
fuzzy occasionally ! My special thanks must

go to Hazel and Byron Richards who
put me up for several nights in North
Carolina. I will treasure their
hospitality.
My very grateful thanks go to The

Friends of Bedgebury Pinetum, The
Forestry Commission, and course

Woodland Heritage who have been so
supportive.          n

Chris Reynolds

A Garthwaite Travel Bursary to the USA
by The Curator of the Bedgebury Pinetum

The Garthwaite Bursaries

Chris Reynolds’ full 12-page comprehensive report,
complete with excellent photos is available by sending
an SAE to The Woodland Heritage Office – Lewis Scott.

“So, you own a woodland?”
This excellent 30-page
booklet by Jo Ellis and

the SE England
Conservancy Team is
aimed at owners of
small woodlands in
England. In simple
terms it explains

how to get to know
your woodland and

look after it.

Available free from the Forestry Commission

email: 
forestry@twoten.press.net

website:  
www.forestry.gov.uk/publications

telephone:
Two-Ten Publications 0870 1214180
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The architect of his own resting place – his own woodland

TOM BUSH

In 1989 Tom Bush came back to Suffolk, to
live at Yeovil House at Darsham. Buying
land to plant a wood

seemed like a good idea “to
keep me out of mischief,” give
him some enjoyment during
retirement and provide a
worthwhile legacy for his
grandchildren.

The area he purchased at
Farnham comprised 51 acres
under arable cultivation and 26
acres of established tree belts,
including part of an ancient
woodland but mostly having
been replanted in the 1950s
and neglected.

The sale was completed a
few months before the
October 1987 hurricane, which
brought many of the mature
trees crashing down. During
the next four years with the
help of Paul Johnston of the
Forestry Authority and grants
from the farm woodland scheme and
Countryside Commission, Tom planted sweet
chestnuts, oaks, wild cherries, walnuts,
mulberries and many other species – on the
former arable land and, after thinning
operations, in the established woodlands.

He watched contractors plant the first five
acres and then decided he could not only do the
job cheaper
himself but get
some exercise
into the bargain.
The work went
on through cold
and wet from 
7.30 am with 
Tom stopping
only for a cup of
coffee, or in
harsh cold, a nip
of whisky. At
noon he had to
head home for a
meal on his
diabetic diet.

Although Tom did the greatest share of the
planting, he from time to time enlisted the help

of casual labour, including two
“good looking and muscular”
local women.  Pausing to
watch his grandchildren
playing among the trees, he
reflected on what the wood
would look like when they
were grown-up. “I do not
believe in marble
gravestones,” he said. “This
wood is the only memorial I
want.”

With Racewalk Covert finally
planted up, Tom now carried
out methodical maintenance –
pruning, watering and tending
his trees.

All this time Tom was
fighting the local Planners for
permission to have his wood
consecrated as a Green Burial
Ground.  Months of meetings
with “TE’s” his shorthand for

Theoretical Environmentalists - people who
pontificate about “green issues” from behind a
desk and who never get their hands dirty.  His
scathing remarks often slowed down the delicate
negotiations, but in the end Tom won his battle.
Racewalk Covert would be the final resting place
for those who sought peace and quiet.

Sadly, Tom’s health deteriorated soon after he
had seen in the
Millennium and
he passed away
last year. He
went with a
smile because
he too would 
now be able 
to rest under 
his beloved
trees.

n

Peter
Goodwin 

A part of “Racewalk Covert” Green Burial Ground.
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When over 100 different exhibitors and
craftsmen and women gathered at the
Weald & Downland Open Air Museum

for The Wood Show, there was a wealth of home-
grown talent and crafts on display: Stick makers, pole
lathe turners, trug makers, timber framers, longbows,
carvers, tree surgeons, wood turners, tree nurseries
and forestry companies – along with a wealth of
wonderful hand-made furniture.

Director and co-founder of Woodland
Heritage, Lewis Scott said, “We are all about
showing the diversity of things made of
wood, about local skills and crafts and
supporting the home grown resource that
our woodlands provide”.

A fantastic display of furniture by the Worshipful
Company of Furniture Makers was set out in the
imposing ‘Gridshell’ building nearby. Visitors could
not fail to be impressed by the high standards of
workmanship and innovation of these young
craftspeople.

Many craftsmen from across the South East and
further afield were on show.  From wandering around
and chatting with demonstrators and exhibitors, one
thing that stood out was that this was not simply a
matter of selling their wares. Many of these people
are deeply passionate about what they do and why
they do it.

Cornish WH member Tino Rawnsley had been
woodworking all his life in various forms before
pulling all his skills together to set
up Rawnsley Woodland Products
in the Wadebridge area. He
experimented with a whole
range of woodland income
streams in an attempt to make
the local woods in his part of
Cornwall yield a sustainable
income. “When I started,
Cornwall had no infrastructure
to support and supply local
timber businesses.  I had to
do it all myself from felling
the trees, to making the
chairs and every process in
between.” Tino sees it as a

battle for hearts and minds – “My furniture and chairs
are there to tell the story. They are a lead into what
woods are about and where things come from. We
need to change perceptions about what we buy, what
we live in and how all of that impacts upon the
world around us.”

The Association of Pole Lathe Turners were out in
force with 8 pole lathes set up for demonstration,
together with a fine range of chairs, stools and other
treadle-made turnery on show. The APT are famous
for their Log-to-Leg races, where pole lathe turners
compete against each other. Starting with a log of
fresh green ash, they have to split two billets out of
it, shape them up on the shave horse and then turn a

Woodland Heritage sponsor

The Wood Show
Sussex, 28th & 29th June 2003

Richard Harris, director of the museum.



matching pair of Windsor chair legs as fast as possible. 
Ben Orford and Olvin Smith tied for first place in 8
minutes 45 seconds!

Seeing craftsmen and women at work – actually seeing
how something is made, constructed and put together – is
surely a valuable educational tool in bringing about this
understanding of the link between trees and the timber we
all so readily use. 

The Wood Show was a fine of example of a glorious
summers day and an education about trees, timber,
wood and craftsmanship all rolled into one. n

Wade Muggleton 
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The competitors in the Log-to-Leg race

Left: The magnificent 
furniture display by 
members of the WCFM 
in the Gridshell.

Ben Orford and Olvin Smith
receive their Woodland

Heritage prizes from the
Director, Lewis Scott.

The Worshipful Company
of Furniture Makers

www.furniturmkrs.co.uk

Left to right: Mike Abbott, Ben Orford, Olvin Smith, Malcolm Lee, Tim Steele and Mike Ashton
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Owen Johnson (editor). Champion trees of
Britain and Ireland. Whittet Books Ltd, 
Hill Farm, Stonham Rd, Cotton, Stowmarket,

Suffolk IP14 4RQ. 2003. Pp 192. 30 x21 cm. ISBN 
1-873580-61-4. Price £25, or £17.50 (excluding
postage) to Woodland Heritage members.

This book lists historic, large, rare and remarkable
trees growing in Britain and Ireland. It is published
by the Tree Register, a charity that maintains a
database of such trees. Information is provided on
3500 ‘champions’ of 2020 different species or
varieties. It is considerably more ambitious than its
predecessor, the 1994 booklet Champion Trees in the
British Isles, published by the Tree Register in
association with the Forestry Commission. It has a
short introduction by the renowned tree
photographer Thomas Pakenham, who provides a
history of the recording of ‘prodigious’ trees. This
started with John Evelyn in his famous Sylva of 1664,
followed by the publications of Loudon in 1838 and
Elwes and Henry from 1906-1913. This new book
originated from the records compiled by the late Alan
Mitchell, though they have been greatly amplified
since his death in 1995. It shows well that many
hundreds of species and thousands of varieties of
trees grow marvellously well in Britain and Ireland.

Almost half of the book is a directory, ordered
alphabetically by scientific names of the species and
varieties covered, 98% of which are non-native.
Information is provided on origins, date of first
cultivation in Britain or Ireland, frequency, and details
of the champion trees recorded, including their

locations, heights and
diameters. The other main
part is the Gazetteer which
lists locations, by county,
and then alphabetically by
site. Where necessary,
Ordnance Survey grid
references are provided.
The book also has good
indexes, a glossary, a
bibliography, 84 colour
photographs and text
boxes that provide
additional information
about some genera.

Douglas firs are the
tallest trees in Scotland (62 m),
Wales (61.5 m), England (57 m) and the Republic
of Ireland (56.5 m). In Northern Ireland the tallest is a
57 m Sitka spruce. The rarest is an 11.5 m tall Ley’s
Whitebeam (Sorbus leyana) in the Taff Valley in
Wales. Only 16 wild examples of this species are
known, all in the same valley.

The book will be invaluable to anyone who enjoys
finding and looking at impressive trees. Unfortunately
its dimensions, at 30 x 21 cm, make it a little
unwieldy to carry around in the field. A handier
pocket- or at least rucksack-sized edition would have
been easier to use. Nevertheless, for tree enthusiasts,
it is an indispensable reference book. n

Peter Savill

Book Review by Peter Savill

Champion Trees of Britain & Ireland

Sheen Botanical Labels
Sheen Botanical Labels is run by husband and wife team, Christopher and Carmen Ashton-Jones and, as

its name implies, the company specialises in supplying tree and plant labelling to order.
Its labels are engraved on exterior quality laminate, usually black gloss revealing white

lettering. Labels can be supplied with a hole, or holes, for wire or screws, with the Kew-
devised phosphor bronze spring fixings, or with matt black aluminium ‘Sheen’ stems for
ground placing. It also engraves commemorative and memorial plaques, again with special
stands if required.

The company now has some six hundred clients including stately homes, public and private botanical
collections, parks, gardens, arboreta and woodlands, residential, commercial and leisure facilities and
educational establishments. We also supply labelling for use at horticultural shows and exhibitions. Recent
new clients have included a number of schools requiring tree labelling for their grounds, or for nature and
sculpture trails……and we’re just beginning a large order for ‘bat box’ labels !

Whilst most orders have been for use in the UK, labels have been supplied for gardens in the West Indies,
the Canary Islands, Tanzania, Israel, France, Hawaii, Eire and Italy, a number of which have also required
local language common names to be engraved !

A brochure and price list is available by calling Sheen Botanical Labels on Haslemere (01428) 656733 and
full information on the company and its bespoke services can be found on its website
www.sheenbotanicallabels.co.uk
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Sheen Botanical Labels Limited
Old Bakehouse Yard, Petworth Road,

Haslemere, Surrey, GU27 2HR
Tel: 01428 656733
Fax: 01428 644759

www.sheenbotanicallabels.co.uk

By Appointment to
Her Majesty The Queen

Manufacturer of Horticultural Labels
Sheen Botanical Labels Limited

Haslemere

Plant Labelling
• Engraved Labels
• Label Stems
• Plaques
• Tree Fixings

As supplied to
RBG Kew and
numerous managed
gardens and estates

Chairman for the past 8 years, John Everard
(pictured left) is stepping down and taking on
the job of Treasurer & Membership Secretary.

Mike Seville (right) is the new
Chairman. As Head Forester of the
Royal Estate at Sandringham he
brings with him a wealth of
practical experience – having
overseen the estate’s move to CCF
Systems several years ago.

These two appointments have
come about due to the tragic death
of John Niles whilst hill-walking in
Scotland.  John had been CCFG
Treasurer since 1996. Woodland
Heritage Trustee and colleague,
David Rice, paid the following
tribute “the death of John Niles, my
friend and colleague for 33 years is
a great personal loss.  From shared
Dartmoor days to CCFG foreign
tours, I was fortunate to enjoy his
company and enthusiasm for

varied interests. Though of differing political
persuasions, we were unanimous in our concern for
and promotion of forestry and conservation in the

widest sense. I, and all who new
John, will miss his thoughtful
contributions to field meetings and
considerable input to the many
organisations that he supported”.

Continuous Cover Forestry Group

CCFG NEWS

An 8 hectare field, known as
Strawberry Hill, in the Forest of
Marston Vale in Bedfordshire is
being given over to natural
regeneration (50%) and local
provenance planting (50%). It
will be known as The John Niles
Memorial Woodland and will be
created and managed by schools
and volunteers to provide a
lasting tribute to John’s enormous
contributions and achievements,
both locally and nationally. n

 



The British Horse Loggers is a grouping of
professional full and part time contractors and
enthusiasts who work horses by choice in

contemporary forestry. The BHL helps to keep alive a
continuous tradition of skilled craft to the benefit of
commercial, amenity and conservation woodland.
Horses are used to extract the full range of timber
produced in Britain, from coppice materials, thinnings
and firewood, right up to sawlogs.

The group is enthusiastic and active, running a
series of events each year all over the country. Our
members come from the North of Scotland right
down to Southern England and it is still possible to
find a contractor working quietly away in your area.

We organise a series of ‘Progress Events’. We held
three such events during 2003. At Erddig, a National
Trust property near Wrexham in North Wales we
explored how horse work can be integrated into a
commercial site, working alongside conventional
extraction systems, with horses skidding timber to a
log chute and sky line. At Bellister Castle, another
National Trust property in Northumberland, we
learned about traditional ‘snigging’ using native
ponies with chain gears and swingle trees. At Childer
Wood in Herefordshire we held an ‘eclectic’ event
with a large number of horses and a comprehensive
range of traditional and modern equipment.

Our 2003 Annual Championship was alongside the
Eastnor Castle Festival of Wood near Ledbury in
Herefordshire and was blessed by good weather and a
very good turnout. The winning teams of horse and
handler showed an exemplary high standard and
professionalism. Richard Branscombe from the
Working Horse Trust came first with the considerable
distinction of being the only person to have won twice
with a different horse each time. It was a very close
run thing. Danny McNeill only came second due to a
bit of bad luck and was close to the lead all the way
through the two days. A real nail biter (especially for
me and the other Judges) and a great credit to Danny
who was using a borrowed horse he had never
worked before. Third place went to Jon West who is

on a long term contract with the Forestry Commission
at the Hafod Estate in West Wales.

The BHL relies heavily upon sponsorship for these
events. It is no mean feat, nor is it cheap, to move
horses and equipment around the country. The
Championship is especially costly with up to 20 horse
and handler teams taking part. As a specialist group
of the Forestry Contracting Association the BHL is
fortunate to have the backing of project funding
which underwrites our activities. 

We are immensely grateful to Woodland
Heritage for being a major sponsor during 2003. 

In 2002, I led a party to the Jura in eastern France
where we met groups and individuals who work
horses and I will be leading a similar study tour to
Romania during 2004. We are hosting a reciprocal
visit from Hippotese (a French group) and will be
joining FECTU, a Europe-wide initiative to promote
the use of working horses. I have also had a very
successful four month student placement as part of an
International Forestry Eco-systems Management
Degree at the School of Applied Sciences, Eberswald.
I will shortly be hosting a work experience placement
for a German school student.

For more information about the BHL, our activities and
the other groups mentioned above, visit the following
web sites. My web site is www.heavyhorses.net,
the BHL is www.fcauk.com/bhl, FECTU is
www.fectu.org and Hippotese is
www.hippotese.chez.tiscali.fr

Events during 2004 are already planned
including a Progress Event in SW Scotland in
March and the Championship which will be held
at Houghall College, Durham on the weekend of
May 15th and 16th.

If you are thinking about woodland management
and how the extraction of the timber might be
achieved, come along to an event and see what
horses offer. I look forward to meeting you.

Doug Joiner
Chairman, British Horse Loggers

The British Horse Loggers 
Keepers of the Art of Low Impact Extraction Systems
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The “bench” stage proved the most difficult.

Richard, Danny and Jon – the first three placings.
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Arboricultural Advisory and Information Service
Alice Holt

Dear Sir
In issue No. 8 of your Journal you invite views to the question “Is

the Grey Squirrel the biggest threat to Europe’s future woodlands ?”
I suggest that the answer must be a definite Yes.
The Grey squirrel presents a potential threat of enormous

environmental and economic damage to forestry from a widespread
population in Europe. There is also the potentially more serious risk of
Grey squirrels replacing the native Red squirrel throughout most of its
range and especially in the South and Western European woodlands
that are dominated by broadleaved species.

Grey squirrels were introduced into the Stupinigi forests in Piedmont in
Northern Italy in 1948. In the 1950s they spread out from the forest area and in the 1990s the
potential for damage was recognised, by a small group of people, as was the need for control to prevent
further spread. Unfortunately the authorities in Italy proved to be less than helpful with efforts to control
the Grey squirrel population to the extent that, as in Britain, it is now probably too late to stop them.
There is no natural barrier left that will prevent them spreading throughout mainland Europe. Computer
modelling based on known Red and Grey squirrel population dynamics has indicated that Grey squirrel
colonisation could reach Switzerland within 30 years.

The experience in Italy has so far mirrored that in Britain, in that tree damage (broadleaved species
and in particular poplar) has been severe. The resident Red squirrel population has already become
extinct in some of the woodland areas to the south of Turin.

In Britain we rely on poisoning with warfarin and to a lesser extent cage trapping to protect vulnerable
woodlands from Grey squirrel bark stripping damage and cage trapping to control Grey squirrels to
reduce competition with Red squirrels. The approval for the use of warfarin is currently under review by
the Plant Protection Directorate of the EU and therefore the future availability of warfarin for Grey
squirrel control is uncertain. There is also an increasing pressure for the continued reduction of the use
of chemicals in the countryside.

There is at present no direct alternative to poisoning and no effective substitute for warfarin. Cage
trapping is a very labour intensive exercise and therefore too expensive to be justified in many areas for
tree protection alone.

Population control using an immunocontraceptive is a suggested alternative and it has many potential
advantages. Unfortunately its efficacy is not known. It will take many years of research to find out if an
effective and practical method can be developed and if it can, an environmental impact assessment will
be required before an application can be submitted to obtain the necessary approval for use. During this
time the Grey squirrel invasion will continue.

Without an effective alternative to poisoning Grey squirrels tree damage levels will increase. It is
already on the record that, because of the severity of damage, there will be no more beech planted in
the Forest of Dean. The future of Beech in the Chilterns ANOB must also be in doubt. The vulnerability
of Oak is likely to increase in the absence of Beech. There is already a trend towards this in the Forest
of Dean. The landscape and amenity value of these and many other areas of Britain will be devalued
and will probably be changed for ever in the 21st century – all as a result of landowners at around the
beginning of the last century introducing an alien arboreal mammal into their woodlands. There is
nothing to suggest that mainland Europe will fare better!
Yours sincerely
Harry W. Pepper

Letters to the Editor ...
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Letters to the Editor ...

Chatsworth, Derbyshire
Dear Sir

I, like many of your readers, am concerned about the increase in tree damage from grey squirrels. Beech
and sycamore are the favoured species for stripping but I have seen extensive damage in pine plantations
also. It is really heartbreaking to see nice straight beech of six inch diameter stripped from tip to base. In
these days of low timber prices, we do not want a further lowering of price because the timber has been
degraded by squirrel damage.

At Chatsworth we follow Forestry Commission advice and use warfarin hoppers in our vulnerable woods.
We cover on average 31 woods totalling 850 hectares each year by this method. In addition shooting is
carried out by the keepers. The Forestry Commission says it takes 250 grams of poisoned wheat to kill one
squirrel. Obviously if two squirrels each eat 125 grams then neither will die. However, it is a good rule of
thumb in estimating the numbers killed. We weigh all the poisoned wheat used and then estimate the kill.
Over the last five years the cull has increased steadily every year from 195 killed in 1997 to 531 killed in
2003. Over the same period of time, we have seen tree damage increase considerably. As a method of
control it is just not working.

Based on the above figures the squirrel population is increasing dramatically. Unless, of course, they are
getting used to the warfarin and it now takes more than the 250 grams to kill one? Climate is certainly a
factor in any increase in squirrel numbers. The days are gone when we had really heavy frosts day after
day in the winter. In those days, it was quite possible to find squirrels frozen to death in their dreys. That
does not happen any more.

Problems are there to be solved and we really have to find a solution to this problem. Partial control is
no longer an option - we need complete eradication.

I commend to readers the European Squirrel Initiative and urge all Woodland Heritage members to give it
their whole-hearted support. 
Yours sincerely
Geoff Machin OBE, Head Forester

Longhope, Glos
Dear Sir

Many readers of our Journal will be, to some
degree, aware of the enormous damage which is
being caused by the grey squirrel, but few realise
to what extent this damage is actually reshaping the
long term future of our British woodlands. While
grey squirrels do not destroy the very oldest
remaining trees in our woods, you need to take a
look now at the position with our growing stock of
younger trees. 

The Forest of Dean is a good example. Here the
growing stock of oak plantations, planted with
foresight and great care, are currently being
systematically destroyed. There is one notable
plantation, which FC Forest Research is monitoring,
which is suffering in their technical jargon from
“diminishing annual increment”. In other words, the
total annual growth is being overtaken by the greater
numbers of deaths of healthy young trees, whose
bark is being stripped beyond any hope of recovery.
There will be no oak trees in the Dean within a
hundred years. The Forestry Commission, the
custodians of this forest, are able to do nothing about
it, in spite of heavy annual expenditure on squirrel
control. The four tree species suffering the heaviest

predation are oak, beech, sycamore and larch. Young
plantations containing these species are just not
getting away and we can see that our woodlands in
future will look very different from today when the
oldest trees of these species have passed on. Beech
and sycamore are likely to disappear first, but by the
end of this century we will not see many of these
four much loved species in our wooded landscape. 

Another aspect is the growing reduction in
numbers of small song birds, both in woodland,
field and in particular in our urban gardens. The
grey squirrel is their greatest predator, exceeding
the damage done by raptors, such as magpies,
crows and even the domestic cat. This appalling
ecological fact is simply not well enough known.

What is being done about this environmental
catastrophe ? Woodland Heritage is once again to be
congratulated for taking notice and taking action by
commissioning the European Squirrel Initiative to
lead the counter-attack on the grey squirrel. It is
nearly too late and they will need all the support of
conservationists and of concerned woodland
owners.
Yours sincerely
John Davis,Vice Chairman – Forestry and Timber
Association
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Dear Sir
Over 30 years ago as a boy, I remember seeing

red squirrels in the trees around the Cotswold Hills.
A couple of years later I noticed that grey squirrels
had replaced the reds. Little did I realise that I had
witnessed the quiet local extinction of the reds in
front of the grey tide moving unabated north.

Little did I realise that 30 years later that I would
be witnessing the same thing happening in South
Scotland. We have identified core woodlands for
the red squirrel (conifer woods >200ha) where we
hope that the reds will take refuge. We hope that
the woodland owners will manage them
sympathetically. We rely entirely on their goodwill.
But is this going to be enough ?

These woods are not the best for the red squirrel
but are “sub-optimal” for the greys. Unfortunately I
have seen the bark stripping damage that greys do
in the large conifer woods in the south. Conifers
may well be sub-optimal for greys but this does
not stop the greys spreading through them and
they will not be the exclusive territory of reds.

The grey squirrel is commonplace around the
central belt of Scotland. I have seen damage on
young broadleaves to rival that found in the south
of England including the death of broadleaved
regeneration only an inch or so in diameter and
bark stripping of young trees as they emerge out
of their tree shelters. 

However I am fortunate to live on a mixed
woodland estate that is clinging on to its
population of red squirrels in spite of greys being
present here for the last 20 years. It is only the
dedicated and consistent control of greys by the
owners that is conserving the reds in this area.

I am not a scientist but one fact seems well
proven and clear to me. We can continue to
promote red squirrel conservation, with core areas
and buffer zones, with habitat networks and tree
species manipulation but the only thing that really
works is intensive grey squirrel control.

There are two squirrel groups doing a lot of
good work in south Scotland, but personally I fear
we now have front row seats from which we shall
witness the local extinction of the reds through the
lack of control of the grey and the lack of
government support to do it. I think that the grey
will continue to spread through the conifer
woodlands, continue to push out the reds and
wreak havoc on the next generation’s hardwood
timber resource as it goes.

We do not seem to have learned much in the
last 30 years. Unless there is a change in policy
soon we shall see the grey squirrel travelling the
next 300 miles north to John o’Groats.”
Yours sincerely
Andy Wiseman, Professional Forester

Great Witley,Worcestershire
Dear Sir

It is a discipline confined to clerics and to
foresters to give serious consideration to the
long distant time after our own deaths.

Practising foresters know well the damage done
in Britain by grey squirrels to nearly all our native
tree species. This damage means that the
prospects in one or two centuries’ time for our
traditional lowland broadleaved landscapes and for
our supply of fine timber are extremely poor, to
say nothing of damage to the wider living
environment. 

The National and Community Forests, created
mostly of broadleaved tree crops at considerable
public expense are currently exciting projects,
but are the woodlands’ owners aware of the
almost certain devastation which grey squirrels will
produce ? Grey squirrel damage was known about

before the Community Forests were conceived, but
a combination of Government Departments
wilfully neglected the evidence available.
Ineffectual hand-wringing by the Forestry
Commission, by English Nature and by the whole
gamut of wildlife bodies must stop.

Will the grey squirrels now loose in the Italian
foothills of the Alps come in time to ruin Europe’s
woodlands ? There is every likelihood of this,
though the different climatic conditions across
Europe compared with Britain may make a
difference, as might the presence of different
predators.

One thing is certain – complacency is the worst
option.

Yours sincerely
Bede Howell, Chartered Forester

Bowhill, Selkirk
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Bradfield, Suffolk

Dear Sir,
As an individual member and great admirer of

what Woodland Heritage is doing to promote best
practice in woodland management for good timber
and great wildlife habitat, I wonder what members
feel about a national grey squirrel control, similar
to the Deer Initiative. 

As we all know, deer numbers are out of control
in some areas and are damaging the habitat of
other wildlife.

Since our old woodman
ceased shooting our grey
squirrels some 18 years ago,
it seems that our population

of dormice have crashed.
Certainly, some of our

resident birds are in rapid decline
and many of our field maples

have been severely bark-
stripped by the greys.  I
cannot prove these declines
which would really require
long term study, but can we
afford to wait that long ?

I realise that I should be controlling grey
squirrels, but unless all landowners (public and
private) do the same, it would be futile for me to
act alone.  Something has to be done on a
national scale.

Yours sincerely
Peter Fordham
Warden, Bradfield Woods 

(These views are not necessarily the views of The Suffolk Wildlife Trust)

Letters to the Editor ...

Otley
West Yorkshire

Dear Sir
The Grey Squirrel Menace

The devastating effects of the Grey Squirrel on
trees, woodland and bird life has been very much
under-estimated. There are many areas of
woodland in which the results of bark stripping
both in the crown, stem and root area have
rendered the crop valueless. This damage is very
prevalent in young Pole Stage to Mid-life trees,
especially Sycamore, Beech, Oak and Norway
Maple. The financial loss to woodland owners
from this carnage is very substantial indeed.

On top of this the havoc caused to a variety of
nesting birds, through eggs taken and young birds
killed, is completely outside the concept of
people’s appreciation of this entertaining, “furry
little friend” which roams our parks and gardens.
They have also caused damage to houses and
properties.

The Grey Squirrel has no real natural predator
and in spite of a combined shooting, trapping and
poisoning with Warfarin by some woodland
owners – if adjoining woodlands are not subject to
the same control, then the efforts of the Few are
to no avail, on account of the apathy and
ignorance of the Many.

There has to be a nationwide endeavour to rid us
of this insidious wrecker whose innocent-looking
profile belies a vicious, destructive and
intolerant nature. Without it, we would have
many more healthy valuable trees, an increase in a
variety of bird species and more Red Squirrels.  The
benefits of its eradication far outweigh its retention. 
Yours sincerely
K L Rawling, Forestry Consultant
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The European Squirrel Initiative (ESI) came into
being as a result of a meeting in London in
June 2002 attended by some 40 landowners,

foresters and conservationists from all over the UK.
The concern which drove these people was the lack
of leadership and resolve on the part of government
and other national bodies to deal with a dangerous
invasive alien species – the American grey squirrel.

Why European? Because grey squirrels dominate
the woods of the UK and are also rapidly spreading
through Ireland and Italy. A European Initiative is
required to deal with a European problem.

ESI’s objective is the restoration of the
native red squirrel and the protection of the
natural environment by removing the impact
of the alien grey squirrel in Europe.

ESI’s strategy both in the UK and in Ireland is to
emphasise the damage caused to woodlands and
wildlife by grey squirrels and persuade conservation
bodies that the only feasible way of saving the red
squirrel is the complete removal of the alien grey.
Over the last fifty years costly measures to control the
spread of the grey squirrel have failed. They have
failed to save the red squirrel,
failed to conserve woodland bird
populations and failed to protect
our woodland trees. 

The reality is that red
squirrels will very soon
become extinct on mainland
Britain and in Ireland.

As a first step, ESI will work to
inform and motivate
conservationists by well
researched technical publications
such as the Grey Squirrel
Review; then building on that
foundation, convince politicians
and the civil servants who advise
them of the need to address the
impact which grey squirrels have
and are continuing to have on our
countryside.

Across Europe, ESI will alert

decision makers to the peril to European wildlife
posed by the spread of the American grey squirrel
from Italy. ESI branches will be established in front
line countries – especially in Ireland, Italy, France and
Switzerland. These branches will publicise the grey
squirrel threat and bring pressure to bear on national
conservation bodies and governments.

ESI will work towards the completion of a
European policy on Invasive Alien Species, including
a robust response to the grey squirrel danger. It will
actively lobby MEPs to raise again and again the grey
squirrel danger in the European Parliament, so that
eventually legislation can be introduced requiring
member states to effect the total removal of grey
squirrels from their territory. 

At the same time, ESI will facilitate the revival
of research into developing a publicly acceptable
method of grey squirrel removal so that once the
political will has been expressed, the means to
respond will be in place.

Meanwhile in northern England, in lowland
Scotland and in Wales, volunteers are battling with
insufficient resources to protect the shrinking
territories of our remaining reds. The red squirrel is
small and he is timid, but he is our only native

squirrel and has lived quietly in
our woods since the last ice age.
Are we as a nation going to
continue sitting on our hands
while this foreign bully drives him
into oblivion?

ESI is an independent privately
funded charity. It is supported by
people and charitable trusts who
really care about the countryside.
If you would like to support
their work, please send a
donation to European Squirrel
Initiative, 4 East Bank House,
Tide Mill Way, Woodbridge
Suffolk IP12 1BY.

Copies of The Grey Squirrel
Review (104 pages, fully
illustrated) £30, from the above
address. n

Miles Barne (Chairman)
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Growing trees of quality ensures woodlands have an
economic value – and valued woodlands provide a

sustainable natural environment.

Wood is the most environmentally friendly natural
resource known to Man, but planting trees means

nothing without continual aftercare.

If you use, or buy, wood products, then join us and
share some of the responsibility !

To be part of it, please contact us for details.

PO Box 168, Haslemere, GU27 1XQ
Tel/Fax: 01428 652159

e-mail: woodland.heritage@talk21.com
www.woodlandheritage.org.uk
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